
NOTES 

A BAR-TAILED GODWIT RECORD FOR WASHINGTON 

At approximately 16:00 on 4 September 1973 Cheryl and Norman Lavers 
and I were observing seabirds at the north jetty of Grays Harbor at Point Brown, 
Grays Harbor County, Washington. My attention was drawn to a shorebird cross- 
ing the periphery of my vision, flying behind and away from us, one or two me- 
ters above the beach. In flight it appeared brownish with a whitish area on the 
upper tail or rump. On alighting it immediately began foraging on the open upper 
beach, probing into deep, loose, dry sand which contained partially buried sea- 
weed and beach litter. 

Noting it was a godwit we followed it about 75 meters north up the beach. 
From 10 - 12 meters distance we could see it was a small godwit, standing perhaps 
35 - 40 cm high, with a somewhat short, slightly upturned bill. When it moved it 
appeared to have a whitish tail barred with dusky brown. I observed the bird 
with 7X35 binoculars and 15-60X 60 mm spotting scope. 

The bird was solitary and tame. With the aid of Tim Wahl we flushed it and de- 
termined it indeed had a whitish barred tail and rump. It had a prominent super- 
cilliary stripe, mottled brownish-gray upperparts, and pale buff neck and breast 
becoming whitish on the belly. While there appeared to be some indistinct streak- 
ing, the sides were essentially clear bully and lacked noticeable barring. Underwing 
coloration appeared a speckled grayish pattern, definitely lacking any suggestion 
of the cinnamon, pinkish or dusky coloration present in Marbled Godwits (Limosa 

Figure 1. A Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) foraging on the open beach at 
Grays Harbor, Washington, on 4 September 1973. 

Photo by Norman Lavers. 
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Figure 2. Bar-tailed Godwit in flight. Note the shape of the rump patch and ex- 
tent of barring on the white of the rump. 

Pboto by Terence R. Wabl. 

fedoa) and Hudsonian Godwits (Lirnosa baernastica). Distinct bold wingbars 
were lacking, but there were light areas at the base of the primaries which were 
darker than the secondaries. Basal half of the bill was flesh-colored, the tip was 
blackish. Legs were bluish. 

When the bird flew we were confident it was a Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa 

lapponica). It circled us, landing within a few meters the first time, but flew north 
up the beach out of sight the second time it flushed. It was photographed (Figure 
1) in full sunlight from approximately 11 -12 meters with SLR cameras and 400 
mm lenses. Flight photos (Figure 2) clearly show the tail and rump pattern, the 
latter with no clear unbarred white area, and legs barely extending beyond the 
tail. No sound was noted from the bird during the approximately twenty minutes 
it was under observation. 

The absence of white extending upward onto the back from the rump area ex- 
cludes the possibility of the dominant race lapponica, and the presence of barring 
on the white rump suggests the race baueri from eastern Siberia and western 
Alaska rather than menzbieri from central Siberia. Only two previous records are 
reported from south of the Alaskan breeding grounds on the Pacific coast: one 
collected at Colebrook, British Ci)iumbia, 30 October 1931 (Munro, Condor 37: 
178, 1935 and Brooks, Condor 44:33, 1942), the other collected at Arcata, Cali- 
fornia, 17 July 1968 (Gerstenberg and Harris, Condor, 72:112, 1970). Both spe- 
cimens are identified as baueri. 

The weather pattern changed overnight and a blowing fog and light rain oc- 
curred the next day. The immediate area and other near-by shorebird habitats 
were searched this following day by us and others; although two Marbled Godwits 
were seen the Bar-tailed Godwit was not found. This is the first Washington record 
for the species. Terence R. Wahl, 3041 Eldridge, Bellingbam, Wasbington 98225. 
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Here's the definitive book 
on the diverse and beautiful 
bird life of the Golden State 

THE BIRDS OF CALIFORNIA 
by Arnold Small, President, Los Angeles Audubon Society 

Here's the most complete, authora- 
tatire, up-to-date book available on 
the natural habitats of California 
and the birds that inhabit them. 
BIRDS OF CALIFORNIA is the cul- 

mination of 2õ years of research and 
observation by Arnold Small, college 
professor, noted ornithologist and 
President of the Los Angeles Audu- 
bon Society. 

The lucid, well organized text fea- 
tures a comprehensive, annotated 
list of the more than 500 birds that 

have appeared in California since 
]900, with distribution, seasenai 
status and habitat preference noted 
for every bird. In addition, each of 
the 25 major habitats is described 
as to range, climate,topography, and 
bird life. Aise included is an intro- 

duction to bird study on the sub- 
professional level, with valuable ad- 
vice on equipment, techniques, and 
places to go during different seasons 
of the year. 

Accompanied by maps and over 
300 photographs illustrating 280 
species, BIRDS OF CALIFORNIA is 

a volume that belongs in the book- 
c•se of every bird lover. $12.50 

MORE THAN 300 MAGNIFICENT 
PHOTOGRAPHS ILLUSTRATING 

280 CALIFORNIA BIRDS IN 
THEIR 25 NATURAL HABITATS 

A•a*a•le at Pickwick, B. Dalton, 

• other fine bookstores or by 
-a•l from the Pubhsher 

i w,..sT•-•s •']•" 
460 Park Ave., New York, N.Y. ]0022 
Please send me: 

copies BIRDS OF CALIFORNIA 
@$12.50 

i enclose check or money order' for 
$ If not satisfied I may return 
the books within ]0 days for a full refund. 

NAME 
ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE ZIP __ 
(New York State residents add sales tax. J 
Please add 35½ for postage and handling. 
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Manuscripts should be sent to Alan M. Craig, Box 98 Nimshew Stage, Chico, 
CA 95926. For matters of style consult Suggestions to Contributors to Western 
Birds (6 pp. mimeo available at no cost from the Editor) and CBE Style Manual, 
3rd ed., 1972 (available from American Institute of Biological Sciences, 3900 
Wisconsin Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20016 for $6.00). 
Papers •re desired that are based upon field studies of birds, that are both under- 
standable and useful to amateurs, and that make a significant contribution to 
scientific literature. Appropriate topics include distribution, migration, status, 
behavior, ecology, population dynamics, habitat requirements, the effects of 
pollution, and techniques for identifying, censnsing, sound recording and photo- 
graphing birds in the field, Papers of general interest will be considered regardless 
of their geographic origin, but particularly desired are papers dealing with studies 
accomplished in or bearing on Rocky Mountain states and provinces westward, 
indudln• Alaska and Hawaii; adjacent portions of the Pacific Ocean and Mexico; 
and western Texas. 

Authors are provided 50 free reprints of each paper. Additional reprints can be 
ordered at author's expense from the Editor when proof is returned or earlier. 

Good photographs of rare and unusual birds, unaccompanied by an article but 
with caption including species, date, locality and other pertinent information, 
should be submitted to Arnold Small, 608 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills, CA 
90210. 

Send rare bird reports for California to Jon Winter, Point Reyes Bird Observatory, 
Box 321, Bolinas, CA 94924; see Calif. Birds 2:109-110. For Arizona, send re- 
ports to Robert A. Witzeman, 4619 E. Arcadia Lane, Phoenix, AZ 85018. 

Membership dues and changes of address should be sent to Clifford R. Lyons, 
Treasurer, Post Office BOx 369, Del Mar, California 92014. Classes of member- 
ship (all include subscription :to Western Birds): Patron, $1000; Life, $150; 
Supporting, $20 annually; Contributing, $10 annually; Regular, $5 annually. 
Make checks payable to California Field Ornithologists. Dues and contributions 
are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 
Back issues of California Birds are available at $6.00 for Volume 2 (1971) and 
$5.00 for Volume 3 (1972). The CFO Field List of the Birds of California 
(1972), a 16 page checklist designed for recording 10 field trips, can be obtained 
at a cost of $1.00 for 4 copies (additional copies, 25• each), including tax and 
postage. Back issues and field lists may be ordered from Clifford R. Lyons, 
Treasurer, Post Office Box 369, Del Mar, California 92014. Make checks payable 
to California Field Ornithologists. 

WESTERN BIRDS ADVERTISING RATES AND SPECIFICATIONS 

Full Page 4 x 6-3/4 inches $60 per issue $200 per year 
Half Page 4 x 3-3/8 inches $40 per issue $130 per year 
Quarter Page 4x 1-11/16 inches $30 per issue $110 per year 
Offset printing, one column per page, 4 itreh•es Wide. Glossy, black and white 
photos are acceptable; half tone screen size: 133 line. Photo-ready copy is re- 
quested. If this is not possible, extra charges for typesetting will be made as 
follows: $15 full page, $10 half page, $5 quarter page. Send copy with remit- 
tance to Clifford R. Lyons, P.O. Box 369, Del Mar, Calif. 92014, and make 
checks payable to California Field Ornithologists. A 15% commission is allowed 
for agencies. 
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