
NOTES 

FIRST LEAST TERN IN MONTANA 

P. D. SKAAR, Biology Department, Montana State University, Bozeman, Montana 
59715 

About noon on 20 July 1974 1 saw an immature Least Tern (Sterna albifrons) 
at the northeastern corner of the Cottonwood Reservoir along U.S. Highway 89 
about four miles north of Wilsall, Park County, Montana. I observed the bird in 
bright sunlight through a 20X scope for about 20 minutes, often as close as 50 
feet. The length and wing-span were no more than twice those of two brown- 
backed swallows (probably Rough-winged Swallows, Stelgidopteryx ruficollis) that 
twice harassed the tern closely. Both coloration and behavior differentiated it 
from an immature Black Tern (Cblidonias niger). The bill was black, and the head 
was white except for a dark eye-stripe connected to a dark nape. The tail was 
short, shallowly indented and white except for a dusky terminal band. The back 
was grayish; the underparts were white. Most importantly, the upper wing surface 
was strikingly patterned. The outer primaries were blackish, a triangle extending 
from the body to the wrist was grayish, and a triangle extending from most of the 
trailing edge of the wing to the wrist was white. The bird hovered repeatedly and 
made several long vertical dives into the water. On one dive it took a small fish or 
tadpole. No call was heard. I am familiar with Least Terns from many observa- 
tions on Long Island, New York. Three other observers were alerted but found 
no identifiable tern at the site later in the afternoon. This is the first record for 

the state, since the Montana specimen mentioned by Saunders (Pacific Coast Avi- 
fauna No. 14, 1921) was actually taken in Nebraska (Skaar, Clapp and Banks, 
Condor 75:132-133, 1973). The nearest breeding area known is along the Missouri 
River in central North Dakota. 
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Here's the definitive book 
on the diverse and beautiful 
bird life of the Golden State 

THE BIRDS OF CALIFORNIA 
by Arnold Small, President, Los Angeles Audubon Society 

Here's the most complete, authora- 
tatlye, up-to-date book available on 
the natural habitats of California 
and the birds that inhabit them. 
BIRDS OF CALIFORNIA is the cul- 
mination of 25 years of research and 
observation by Arnold Small, college 
professor, noted ornithologist and 
President of the Los Angeles Audu- 
bon Society. 

The lucid, well organized text fea- 
tures a comprehensive, annotated 
list of the more than 500 birds that 
have appeared in California since 
1900, with distribution, seasonal 
status and habitat preference noted 
for every bird. In addition, each of 
the 25 major habitats is described 
as to range, climate, topography, and 
bird life. Also included is an intro- 

duction to bird study on the sub- 
professional level, with valuable ad- 
vice on equipment, techniques, and 
places to go during different seasons 
of the year. 

Accompanied by maps and over 
300 photographs illustrating 280 
species, BIRDS OF CALIFORNIA is 

a volume that belongs •n the book- 
case of every bird lover. $12.50 

MORE THAN 300 MAGNIFICENT 
PHOTOGRAPHS ILLUSTRATING 

280 CALIFORNIA BIRDS IN 
THEIR 25 NATURAL HABITATS 

Available at Pickwick, B. Dalton, 
and other fine bookstores or by 

mail from the Publisher. 

WINCHESTER PRESS 
460 Park Ave., New York, N.Y. 10022 
Please send me. 

copies BIRDS OF CALIFORNIA 
@$12.50 

I enclose check or money order for 
$__. If not satisfied I may return 
the books within 10 days for a full refund. 
NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE ZIP 

(New York State residents add sales tax J 

Please add 35½ for postage and handling. 
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