








NOTES

Figure 2. Aerial photograph of the Mesa Jests Maria/Cerro San Isidro area east of
Tijuana, showing the extent of the urban development in the region.

Image Source: Copyright Globe Xplorer, All Rights Reserved (flown April 2007)

Figure 3. Cholla patch on south-facing slopes below Mesa Jesus Maria, 9 March
2005. A pair of Cactus Wrens was observed nesting in this patch.

Photo by Kevin Clark
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specimens on 6 April 1923, locality 15 miles east of Tijuana (San Diego Natural His-
tory Museum 8682-8684). Other sensitive species that we have observed in this area
include the California Gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica), Burrowing Owl (Athene
cunicularia), Rufous-crowned Sparrow (Aimophila ruficeps), and Sage Sparrow (Am-
phispiza belli). The mesa supports at least two invertebrates endangered in the U.S.,
the San Diego Fairy Shrimp (Branchinecta sandiegonensis) and Quino Checkerspot
Butterfly (Euphydryas editha quino).

Continuing urban expansion threatens to destroy these cholla patches as well as the
vernal pools and other sensitive habitats farther up the slopes. Conservation efforts
by the staff of RECON Environmental Inc., the Centro de Investigacion Cientifica y
Educaciéon Superior de Ensenada (CICESE), and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
have focused on species inventory and mapping of the area, while developing a dia-
logue with the planning agency of the municipality of Tijuana. The rapid and weakly
regulated economic growth of the border region, however, places the prospect of
conserving this area’s assemblage of rare species and ecosystems in doubt.
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