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ABSTRACT: Between 2001 and 2011, we made 15 visits during the fall migration 
period to study bird migration on Santa Barbara Island, off the coast of southern Cali-
fornia. We kept daily records of the composition and numbers of migrants, which are 
summarized in this paper and compared with compiled records of previous sightings 
from Santa Barbara Island. The area of the island most attractive to migrant land birds 
is the stand of the shrubs Coreopsis gigantea and Eriogonum giganteum compactum 
near North Peak. Both overcast skies and Santa Ana winds favor migrants’ reaching 
the island, whereas northwest winds disfavor it. The island’s isolation, small size, and 
limited vegetative cover make it an ideal location for observing daily changes in the 
composition of migrating birds.

Santa Barbara Island has large populations of breeding seabirds and is 
regularly visited by seabird biologists during the spring and summer. In addi-
tion, bird biologists occasionally spend time on the island for other purposes, 
such as studying the relationship between rodent and owl populations (Drost 
and Fellers 1991, Drost and McCluskey 1992). A number of these biologists 
have made observations of migrant landbirds, including vagrants (Pember-
ton 1928, 1929, Hunt and Hunt 1974, Jones et al. 1989, Hamilton et al. 
2008). Because seabird breeding largely finishes during July and August, 
however, such observations of landbirds have been concentrated during the 
spring migration period, with far fewer records from the fall. Santa Barbara 
Island has not received the more regular fall coverage received by San Cle-
mente (Sullivan and Kershner 2005) and San Nicolas (R. A. Hamilton pers. 
comm., P. W. Collins and H. L. Jones unpubl. data, Wehtje 2000) islands. 
Furthermore, very little has been published on the relationship between 
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weather and occurrence of migrant landbirds on the Channel Islands, with 
the exception of a relatively brief summary by Sullivan and Kershner (2005) 
for San Clemente Island.

From 2001 to 2011, we visited the island for 3 to 14 days each fall and 
kept daily records of migrant birds, along with records of weather conditions 
affecting both the island and adjacent mainland. In this article, we summarize 
the records of all species we observed on the island, their habitat use, and the 
relationship between various weather conditions and the arrivals of migrants.

GEOGRAPHY AND VEGETATION OF SANTA BARBARA ISLAND

Santa Barbara Island lies within the Channel Islands National Park and 
is located 62 km off the closest point on the mainland at Point Dume, Los 
Angeles County. The island is roughly triangular in shape, and, at about 
260 hectares (just over 1 square mile), is the smallest of the eight Channel 
Islands, slightly smaller than Anacapa. Its steep cliffs rise to a marine terrace 
topped by two peaks—North Peak at 171 meters (562 feet) and Signal Peak 
at 194 meters (635 feet), the latter lying at the south end of the island.  The 
coastline is almost entirely rocky, with a negligible amount of sandy shore-
line (Figure 1). In addition to its remoteness from the mainland, the island 
is rather isolated from the other Channel Islands, with Santa Catalina, San 
Nicolas, and Anacapa islands all at least 36 km away.

Santa Barbara Island has no permanent water, and trees are completely 
absent, even in the canyons. Much of the island is open habitat, consisting of 
extensive areas of the exotic South African Iceplant (Mesembryanthemum 
crystallinum), grassland, patches of dirt laid bare by breeding Western Gulls 
(Larus occidentalis), and scattered patches of California Sea-blite (Suaeda 
californica).

Taller vegetation consists primarily of isolated patches of Giant Coreopsis 
(Coreopsis gigantea) and Prickly Pear (Opuntia littoralis var. littoralis 
and O. oricola), which occur mainly in and around the canyons on the east 
slope of the island and along the east side of North Peak. Giant Coreopsis 
was much more extensive on the east slope prior to 1952, but most was 
destroyed by a combination of introduced (but now extirpated) rabbits, fire, 
and past ranching (Philbrick 1972), which also resulted in a substantial 
expansion of the areas occupied by South African Iceplant. In addition, the 
endemic subspecies of Giant Buckwheat (Eriogonum giganteum compac-
tum) occurs around some of the cliffs and associated rocky slopes, especially 
on North and Signal peaks.

METHODS

From 2001 through 2011, except in 2004, one or more of us visited the 
island annually during the fall migration period (Table 1). The dates of the 
visits were determined largely by the availability of the boat service to the 
island provided by Island Packers from Ventura, although starting in 2008 
we were able to arrange some transportation with the National Park Service, 
whose boat visits the island more frequently. As a result, the dates of our visits 
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cluster into two periods: 12–27 September and 11–29 October. The exact 
dates and number of party-hours per visit are listed in Table 1. We counted 
all birds seen or heard, visiting areas known to concentrate migrants. We 
visited North and Signal peaks, which are consistently the most productive 
areas, every day, as we did the nursery/campground area and Cave Canyon. 
We checked Graveyard and Middle canyons and the plateau on the southeast 
part of the island once or twice per visit, the northwest plateau only once 
per visit. Ascertaining which areas concentrate which migrants has been a 
process of trial and error, complicated by the fact that frequent unfavorable 
weather (e.g., persistent northwest winds for most of the 2001 visit) limited 
the opportunities for determining such locations. As a result, we did not 
fully understand the importance of North and Signal peaks for migrants 
until midway through the September 2002 visit; thus data from these initial 
visits are likely incomplete in comparison to those from subsequent visits.

Although migrants move around on the island, our experience is that 
most individuals tend to remain in one general area. Therefore, we consider 
individuals seen in the North Peak, east-side canyons, and Signal Peak areas, 
for example, as different birds. However, a bird seen at different spots in the 

aParty-hours are used because most of the time observers were in the field together. For 
example, if two observers spent 6 hr together then 2 hr each on his own, this would be 
represented as 10 party-hr.

bBrief single-day visits to install recording units for monitoring nocturnal migrants. They are 
included here as they provide some data on August migrants

Table 1 Dates, Observers, and Numbers of Party-Hours for Fall 
Migration Surveys on Santa Barbara Island

Year Date Observers Party-hra

2001 21–23 Sep Lethaby 25
2002 20–22 Sep Lethaby, H. Higley 25
2003 20–21 Sep Lethaby 14
2005 23–25 Sep Lethaby 25
2006 15–17 Sep Lethaby 25
2007 14–16 Sep Lethaby, Fritz 25
2007 12–14 Oct Lethaby, Fritz 23.5
2008 12–14 Sep Lethaby, Fritz 25
2008 20–29 Oct Fritz 90
2009 21 Augb Lethaby, O. Johnson 2.5 
2009 25–27 Sep Lethaby, Fritz 25
2009 14–16 Oct Lethaby 23.5
2010 16 Augb Lethaby, M. E. Powers 1.5
2010 24–26 Sep Lethaby 25
2010 20–24 Oct Fritz, Lethaby (22–24 Oct) 42
2011 22 Augb Lethaby 2.5
2011 16–18 Sep Lethaby, Gaede 26
2011 19–26 Oct Fritz, Lethaby (19–21 Oct), 

Gaede (21–23 Oct)
69
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North Peak area would not be counted as different unless we clearly verified 
the presence of multiple individuals. Certain species, such as phoebes and 
kingbirds, proved much more mobile and occurred much more widely over 
the island in places that rarely hold other species. We estimated the number 
of individuals present with a daily total. This technique involved estimating the 
average, rather than the maximum, number of individuals consistently using 
each sector (North Peak, east coast terrace and canyons, Signal Peak, and 
northwest terrace), which is fairly straightforward for conspicuous species 
such as the phoebes, then summing these counts. Using the average counts 
for each sector reduced the risk of double counting as individuals sometimes 
ranged across multiple sectors.

Certain seabirds, such as grebes, rock-loving shorebirds, gulls, and terns 
we counted by observing feeding flocks offshore, rocky islets, and rocky 
shoreline, sometimes through a spotting scope. In addition, we checked 
concentrations of roosting cormorants and pelicans at least once each visit 
to determine if any booby species (Sula spp.) were present. Our effort for 
offshore and littoral species was neither systematic nor intensive, however, 
as our focus was on documenting migrant landbirds. Observation of rock-
loving shorebirds was further complicated by the steep cliffs that make it 
difficult to view much of the shoreline.

We compiled and summarized the daily observations for each species and 
compared them to a database of bird records for Santa Barbara Island and 
the other Channel Islands assembled by P. W. Collins and H. L. Jones. This 
enabled us to assess the relative significance of our observations in relation 
to other records of migrants on Santa Barbara Island or on the Channel 
Islands in general.

Beginning in 2006, while on the island, we recorded weather condi-
tions daily. Prior to 2006, we made only informal notes on the weather. 
We obtained weather data for Los Angeles from the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration’s website (www.wrh.noaa.gov/lox) immediately 
prior to departing for the island.

To analyze the effect of weather on bird migration, we created tables that 
compared the composition and total number of migrants on various dates 
under different weather conditions. We selected these dates from both Sep-
tember and October and included examples of all the weather conditions that 
occurred during our study. When possible we selected dates that were preceded 
by at least one and usually multiple days of the same weather pattern. This 
was done to avoid data being skewed by migrants that were lingering after 
arriving under different weather conditions. The species composition and total 
number of migrants shown in Tables 2 and 3 exclude certain species that occur 
on the island regardless of the weather conditions: resident breeding species, 
the Burrowing Owl (a winter resident), or littoral or marine migrants such as 
the Common Loon, Eared and Western Grebes, Black Turnstone, Wandering 
Tattler, Heermann’s and California Gulls, Common/Arctic Tern, and Royal 
Tern (see species accounts for scientific names). To further assist our study of 
the relationship between weather and migrants, we also compared the num-
bers of eastern wood warblers recorded under different weather conditions 
in September. These species were chosen because they demonstrated a clear 
pattern of arriving much more frequently under some conditions than others.

FALL MIGRATION ON SANTA BARBARA ISLAND, CALIFORNIA
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RESULTS

Habitat for Migrants

On Santa Barbara Island, migrants typically occupy habitat quite different 
from that they use on the larger Channel Islands. On these other islands, 
birding is rather similar to what it is on the mainland, with observations 
concentrated on vagrant traps with mesic habitats such as Lemon Tank, San 
Clemente Island (Sullivan and Kershner 2005), or Army Springs, San Nicolas 
Island (R. A. Hamilton pers. comm.), or in ornamental plantings around resi-
dential areas. On Santa Barbara Island, such habitats are completely absent.

The patches of Giant Coreopsis, Giant Buckwheat, and prickly pear serve 
as “forests” that attract species that prefer some kind of cover. In Septem-
ber, warblers are especially attracted to Giant Buckwheat, which flowers 
at this time and attracts numerous insects. All these scrub patches are also 
attractive to most sparrows. Areas of open grassland or a mix of grass, bare 
dirt, Suaeda, and iceplant also attract some sparrows and are the habitat 
preferred by Horned Larks, pipits, longspurs, and Western Meadowlarks.

FALL MIGRATION ON SANTA BARBARA ISLAND, CALIFORNIA

Table 2 Weather Conditions during September Surveys Relative to Effort 
and Numbers of Migrants on Santa Barbara Island

Date Weather 
Party-
hours

Number 
of species

Number of 
individuals

21 Sep 
2003

Northwest winds and mostly clear 
the night before and the previous day.

8 12 17

17 Sep 
2006

Calm and clear on the island the 
previous night, but strong Santa 
Ana winds on the mainland 16 and 
17 Sep, northwest winds on 15 Sep.

8 35 147

16 Sep 
2007

Northwest winds the preceding 
night before and preceding 2 days.

7 12 29

14 Sep 
2008

Marine layer during the day and 
preceding night before and for over 
the preceding week.

8 48 204

25 Sep 
2010

Previous night was clear with a WSW 
wind, 24 km/hr,  in the evening that 
became calm after 9:30 PM through 
to the morning. At Los Angeles 
a light WSW wind in the evening 
became calm before yielding to weak 
Santa Ana winds in the early 
hours of the morning. Conditions the 
previous day were similar.

10 33 99

17 Sep 
2011

A high marine layer during the night 
continued throughout the day.  Santa 
Catalina Island was clearly visible. The 
previous day the marine layer was 
lower, visibility about 16 km.

12 63 236
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The following areas (Figure 2) were the most attractive for migrant landbirds:

•	 The North Peak area, including the long strip of Giant Coreopsis and 
Giant Buckwheat (Figure 3) that extends down from the summit and 
the prickly pear patch somewhat lower on the southeast flank, is the 
area where migrants are found most reliably.

•	 The nursery by the campground and ranger’s residence has become 
attractive for migrants since it was created in 2007. The nursery is used 
to grow young plants to assist in restoration of native vegetation. In 
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Table 3  Weather Conditions during October Surveys Relative to Effort and Num-
bers of Migrants on Santa Barbara Island

Date Weather
Party-
hours

Number of 
species

Number of 
individuals

13 Oct 
2007

overcast with persistent light rain and 
a light south wind starting around 20:00 
the previous evening. By dawn the rain 
had stopped and there was a moderate W 
wind and broken cloud cover that enabled 
reasonably good visibility. The preceding 
days were clear.

10 28 210a

14 Oct 
2009

overcast with some rain. Persistent 
light rain fell the previous night, and in the 
morning the island was visible from 2–3 km 
away. Overcast had persisted for several 
days previously, although with less rain.

5.5 13 33

16 Oct 
2009

Northwest winds and clear skies during the 
night until 08:00, when Santa Ana winds 
arrived. Santa Ana winds had blown during 
the night on the mainland.

7.5 34 310

22 Oct 
2010

overcast with occasional brief 
showers during the night and day. The 
island was visible from 16 to 19 km away. 
The weather had been similar for several 
days previously.

10 37 213

24 Oct 
2010

Northwest winds and clear skies during 
the night and day. The previous day had 
been clear but with very little wind, while 
the days prior to that (see above entry) had 
been overcast with some rain.

7 20 86b

20 Oct 
2011

Marine layer: calm and completely cloudy 
all night. Santa Catalina Island partly visible 
at dawn. Previous day was also cloudy but 
with WSW wind, 16 km/hr. 

10 55 318

aWe estimated that about 70–75% of these birds were not new arrivals, as there were already large numbers of White-
crowned and Savannah Sparrows on the island.

bWe estimated that <10% of these birds were new arrivals as the migrants present consisted of species such as the 
White-crowned Sparrow that were already present in some numbers.
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addition to fresh green vegetation, this area often has water in plastic 
container tops under the tables storing the young plants. This is the 
only fresh water on the island available to migrant birds.

•	 Cave, Middle, and Graveyard canyons, immediately south of the camp-
ground, have extensive areas of coreopsis and prickly pear (Figure 4) 
that typically hold a few migrants.

•	 The extensive areas of Giant Buckwheat at the summit and along the 
seaward slopes of Signal Peak are attractive to migrants in September, 
but they are much less productive in October.

•	 The Suaeda and grass flats on the southeastern and, especially, north-
western “benches” of the island sometimes attract a variety of sparrows 
and, occasionally, roving flocks of insectivores.

As a result of the lack of wetlands and sandy shorelines, most waders, 
waterfowl, and shorebirds occur only sporadically, except for a few rock-
loving shorebirds, with most sightings of other species being of birds flying 
over the island.

SPECIES ACCOUNTS

Here we summarize the status of each species observed during our visits 
and compare this information with that in the database of bird records for 
the Channel Islands (P. W. Collins and H. L. Jones, unpubl. data). Photo-
graphic documentation (“ph.”) is archived at the Santa Barbara Museum of 
Natural History.

We summarize the more frequent species as follows:
Recorded almost daily: The species was recorded on 75% or more of the 

days during the date range given.
Recorded regularly: The species was recorded on 50–74% of the days 

during the date range given.
Recorded fairly regularly: The species was recorded on 30–49% of the 

days during the date range given.
For species that occurred on fewer than 30% of the days, we list all records. 

For resident landbirds and seabirds, of which we made only casual observa-
tions, the accounts begin with the phrase “not formally counted.”

Greater White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons). A flock of at least 49 birds circled 
the island several times on 19 Oct 2011 (ph.). This is the only record for Santa 
Barbara Island.

Cackling Goose (Branta hutchinsii).  We noted single birds of the race leucopareia 
on 24 Oct 2010 (ph.) and 23 Oct 2011(ph.). Four birds flew over the island on 22 Oct 
2010, one of which had a prominent neck band, suggesting leucopareia. There are 
seven other records of the “Canada Goose” from the island, most preceding the split 
of the Canada and Cackling Geese, but including one assigned to the Cackling Goose.

Northern Pintail (Anas acuta). Eleven birds flew over the island on 22 Oct 2010. 
There are just two previous records, both from fall.

Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca). Two birds flew over the island on 20 Oct 2011. 
There is just one previous record, from spring.

FALL MIGRATION ON SANTA BARBARA ISLAND, CALIFORNIA
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Surf Scoter (Melanitta perspicillata). Not formally counted. Three immature or 
female birds were offshore 21–23 October 2011, and a flock of five flew past the 
north tip of the island on 24 Oct 2011 (ph.). There are just three other fall records 
for Santa Barbara Island.

Common Loon (Gavia immer). Not formally counted. A single bird was offshore 
24–26 Sep 2010. There is no previous fall record for Santa Barbara Island.

Eared Grebe (Podiceps nigricollis). Not formally counted. Recorded regularly 
20–26 Oct with high counts of 43 on 20 Oct 2011 and 70 on 24 Oct 2010. A single 
individual was present on 21 Sep 2001, five on 23 Sep 2003.

Western Grebe (Aechmophorus occidentalis). Not formally counted. Recorded 
regularly 14–26 Oct. Typically one to six birds present, with a high count of 40 on 
20 Oct 2011.  An earlier single individual was offshore on 21 Sep 2003.

Clark’s Grebe (Aechmophorus clarkii). Not formally counted. Single individual 
offshore on 21 Oct 2011. This is the only record for Santa Barbara Island and one 
of nine for the Channel Islands.

Northern Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis). Not formally counted. A single individual 
was observed offshore on 24 Oct 2010.

Sooty Shearwater (Puffinus griseus). Not formally counted. A single individual was 
observed offshore on 21 Oct 2011.

Brown Pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis). Not formally counted, but hundreds seen 
daily, with frequent large feeding flocks, often associated with Brandt’s Cormorants.

Brandt’s Cormorant (Phalacrocorax penicillatus). Not formally counted, but 
hundreds were seen daily, with frequent large feeding flocks. Brandt’s is by far the 
most common cormorant on Santa Barbara Island.

Double-crested Cormorant (Phalacrocorax auritus). Not formally counted, but up 
to about 40 were seen most days.

Pelagic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax pelagicus). Not formally counted, but up to 
about 10 were seen most days.

Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias). Two immatures flying offshore on 22 Sep 
2001, two flying offshore on 17 Sep 2006, and a single immature staying on the 
island 13–14 Sep 2008.

Great Egret (Egretta alba). Three observed flying around the north tip of the is-
land on 20 Oct 2011 (ph.). This is the only fall record and just the second for Santa 
Barbara Island.

Snowy Egret (Egretta thula). Single individual on 20 Sep 2002, two on 23 Oct 
2008. These are two of only four records for Santa Barbara Island.

Osprey (Pandion haliaetus). Two, an adult and immature seen separately, on 12 
Oct 2007.

Northern Harrier (Circus cyaneus). Recorded regularly 12–29 Oct, with a high 
count of five (an adult male, two adult females, and two juveniles) on 12 Oct 2007. 
Single individuals were recorded on 15 Sep 2007, 26 Sep 2009, and 16–17 Sep 
2011.

Sharp-shinned Hawk (Accipiter striatus). Single individual on 21 Oct 2008. This 
is one of only four records for Santa Barbara Island, three of which are from the fall.

American Kestrel (Falco sparverius). Resident breeder seen daily. It is unclear if the 
species also occurs as a migrant. High count of nine on 23 Oct 2011.
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Merlin (Falco columbarius). Recorded fairly regularly 13 Sep–29 Oct with a high 
count of three on 25 Sep 2005. The latter were seen as a loose group, mobbing 
each other, as they headed southeast out to sea from Signal Peak.

Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus). A resident pair, seen most days, has nested 
successfully on the island since 2008 (L. Harvey pers. comm.). The young are typically 
chased from the island by the parents prior to our September visits, although on 18 
Sep 2011 we observed a juvenile being mobbed by the adult male. We observed single 
juveniles on 25–26 Oct 2008 and 20 Oct 2011. Otherwise, we have no evidence of 
a migratory movement of this species to Santa Barbara Island.

Black-bellied Plover (Pluvialis squatarola). Solitary bird seen on 22 Sep 2001, 
with another heard on 23 Oct 2011.

Semipalmated Plover (Charadrius semipalmatus). Two seen flying over the island 
and vocalizing on 14 Sep 2008, and two were heard on 17 Sep 2011. There are only 
two other Santa Barbara Island records, both in August and September.

Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus). Single individuals on 21 Oct 2008 (heard only) and 
21–23 Oct 2011, with two present on 22 Oct 2010 and again on 20 Oct 2011 (ph.). 
There are only three other fall records for Santa Barbara Island, all of single birds.

American Oystercatcher (Haematopus palliatus). Two sightings of solitary birds, 
both photographed and accepted by the California Bird Records Committee (CBRC).  
One seen on 24 Sep 2005 (Iliff et al. 2007), the other on 16 Sep 2007 (Pike and 
Compton 2010). We have seen no indication of hybrid Black × American Oyster-
catchers on Santa Barbara Island.

Black Oystercatcher (Haematopus bachmani). Not formally counted, but fairly 
common resident along the rocky shoreline and offshore reefs, with up to 12 seen 
daily. We estimated an island-wide total of 18 from 20 to 29 Oct 2008.

Black-necked Stilt (Himantopus mexicanus). A single bird was standing on the 
rocky shoreline with a Black Oystercatcher on 24 Sep 2010. This is the second 
record for Santa Barbara Island.

American Avocet (Recurvirostra americana). Two birds seen to arrive at the island 
on 26 Oct 2011 (ph.). This is the only record for Santa Barbara Island and the latest 
in fall for the Channel Islands.

Solitary Sandpiper (Tringa solitaria). Single individuals heard on 13 Sep 2008 and 
seen flying over the island on 14 Sep 2008. These are the only records for Santa 
Barbara Island.

Wandering Tattler (Tringa incana). Not formally counted, but one to three birds 
regularly present along the island’s rocky shoreline.

Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca). Single individuals heard on 22 and 26 
Oct 2008 and on 20 and 21 Oct 2011. One was seen flying over the island, vocalizing, 
on 17 Sep 2011. More unexpected was an individual that stayed by the campground 
23–24 Oct 2011. There is only one previous Santa Barbara Island record.

Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus). Seen flying over the island, 15 on 13 Sep 2008 
and two on 17 Sep 2011. This species’ rarity on Santa Barbara Island is surprising, as 
it is a common migrant and winter visitor to San Clemente Island, where it frequents 
open upland habitats somewhat similar to those on Santa Barbara Island (Sullivan 
and Kershner 2005).

Marbled Godwit (Limosa fedoa). A flock was heard at night flying over the island 
on 23 Sep 2005. There are two previous fall records for Santa Barbara Island, both 
of single birds.
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Black Turnstone (Arenaria melanocephala). Not formally counted but one to five 
birds present regularly.

Sanderling (Calidris alba). One seen on 22 Sep 2001. There are four other fall 
records and one winter record for Santa Barbara Island.

Western Sandpiper (Calidris mauri). Heard flying over the island on 14 Sep 2008. 
This is the first fall record for Santa Barbara Island.

Least Sandpiper (Calidris minutilla). Two seen and heard flying over the island on 
17 Sep 2011. This is only the second fall record for Santa Barbara Island.

Pectoral Sandpiper (Calidris melanotos). One was seen and heard flying over the 
island on 26 Oct 2008, and a single juvenile was feeding near the campsite 16–17 
Sep 2011. These are the only records for Santa Barbara Island.

Long-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus scolopaceus). Two were seen and heard 
flying over the island on 22 Oct 2010; two were recorded on 23 Oct 2010. On the 
latter date, one of the birds was attacked and killed by a Peregrine Falcon. These are 
the only records for Santa Barbara Island.

Short-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus). One heard flying over the island 
on 14 Sep 2008.

Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus). One seen flying over the island on 
13 Sep 2008.

Heermann’s Gull (Larus heermanni). Not formally counted but recorded on 13 
dates from 12 Sep to 20 Oct, with a high count of six on 14 Oct 2007. Probably 
regular offshore in small numbers. The majority of these birds were in their first  or 
second year. This species is certainly much less common on Santa Barbara than on 
many of the other Channel Islands such as San Clemente, where Sullivan and Ker-
shner (2005) described it common, with a high count of 200 on just a single beach.

California Gull (Larus californicus). Not formally counted, but recorded regularly 
14–29 Oct, with a high count of up to 20 from 20 to 29 Oct 2008. A single individual 
seen earlier on 14 Sep 2008.

Western Gull (Larus occidentalis). Not formally counted, but hundreds seen daily, 
with many attending the frequent large feeding flocks of pelicans and cormorants.

Common/Arctic Tern (Sterna hirundo/paradisaea). Up to 70 observed feeding 
offshore from 15 to 17 Sep 2006. On the basis of closer views of birds seen just 
north of the island during the boat crossings immediately before and after this visit, 
some, if not all, were Common Terns.

Royal Tern (Thalasseus maximus). Not formally counted, but recorded almost daily, 
with a high count of 200 seen 12–14 Sep 2008. Most were resting on offshore rocks 
along the west and southwest coast of the island.

Pomarine Jaeger (Stercorarius pomarinus). Not formally counted. One offshore 
on 24 Oct 2011; two offshore on 25 Oct 2011.

Pigeon Guillemot (Cepphus columba). A juvenile was off the boat dock on 16 Sep 
2007, the latest fall record for Santa Barbara Island by over three weeks. This species 
is a common breeder on the island, but the birds typically depart by mid-to-late August.

Rock Pigeon (Columba livia). One seen on 14 Oct 2007; two seen on 13 Sep 
2008. Another 19–23 Oct 2011 sported leg bands and was clearly a disoriented 
racing pigeon rather than a “wild” bird.

Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia decaocto). Single individuals on 13 Sep 
2008, 16–17 Sep 2011, and 20 Oct 2011. These are the only fall records for Santa 
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Barbara Island, with the only other record being of remains found in a Peregrine 
Falcon nest.

White-winged Dove (Zenaida asiatica). Single individuals on 20 Sep 2002 and 
25 Sep 2009. Sullivan and Kershner (2005) described this species as an uncommon 
migrant on San Clemente Island with counts of up to 15 in one day, conspicuously 
more numerous than on the adjacent mainland coast, where it is a rare migrant. On 
Santa Barbara Island we found this species is not obviously more frequent than on the 
mainland. Unlike most migrants reaching the Channel Islands, the White-winged Dove 
presumably originates from the east-southeast, from the Colorado Desert region of 
California. It seems possible that Santa Catalina Island, which lies on a path between 
Santa Barbara Island and the breeding range and is not well covered by birders, may 
be “capturing” White-winged Doves that stray offshore along this vector before they 
reach Santa Barbara Island.

Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura). Recorded almost daily from 12 Sep to 29 
Oct, with high counts of 12+ on 21 Sep 2002 and up to 20+ from 12 to 14 Sep 
2008. This species has bred occasionally on Santa Barbara Island.

Barn Owl (Tyto alba). A resident breeder on Santa Barbara Island. We recorded 
it regularly, with a high count of 20 on 16 Sep 2011. We noted substantial annual 
variability in its abundance, which Drost and Fellers (1991) found linked to fluctuations 
in the island’s population of Deer Mice (Peromyscus maniculatus).

Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia). Recorded regularly from 15 Sep to 29 Oct. 
The maximum count was ten on 22 Oct 2010; island-wide population estimates were 
eight, six, and nine birds, respectively, for Oct 2008, 2009, and 2011. This species 
was not recorded 12–14 Sep 2008 or 14–16 Sep 2007, suggesting that it may not 
arrive in numbers until around 20–25 Sep. This agrees with the findings of Drost and 
McCluskey (1992), who first recorded the species in the “latter part of September.” 
The Burrowing Owl is a regular winter visitor and breeds intermittently on Santa 
Barbara Island in years with high rodent populations. Thus some of our records may 
pertain to resident breeders.

Long-eared Owl (Asio otus). Single individuals 22–23 Oct 2010 (ph.) and on 19 Oct 
2011 (ph.). Historically, this species occurred much less frequently on Santa Barbara 
Island than the Short-eared Owl, with records ranging from 7 Sep to 26 May. There 
is no evidence that the Long-eared Owl has bred on the island, and suitable habitat 
is lacking, although there is a record from 5 July 1974.

Short-eared Owl (Asio flammeus). Single individuals on 14 Oct 2007, 14 Oct 
2009, and 20 and 23 Oct 2010, and up to three 19–23 Oct 2011. In the past, this 
species was a frequent winter visitor to the island, with as many as 16 birds present. 
It breeds irregularly during periods of peak rodent abundance, with the last confirmed 
nesting in 2001.

Common Nighthawk (Chordeiles minor). One seen and heard to vocalize three 
times on 20 Oct 2011. There are four spring records from the Channel Islands, 
including one from Santa Barbara Island, but the species was previously unknown 
in fall. The Common Nighthawk is casual to accidental along the coast of southern 
California, where it occurs primarily as a late spring vagrant from early June into early 
July (Garrett and Dunn 1981). However, there are also several early-fall records and 
a 27 Oct specimen from Los Angeles County (Garrett and Dunn 1981).

Lesser Nighthawk (Chordeiles acutipennis). Single individuals on 14 Oct 2007, 
16 Sep 2011, and (identified as a different bird because of the lack of primary wear) 
17–18 Sep 2011; two on 13 Sep 2008. These represent four of only seven fall 
records for the island.
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Common Poorwill (Phalaenoptilus nuttallii). Solitary birds seen on 20 Sep 2002, 
24 Oct 2008, 15 Oct 2009, 21 Oct 2010, and 19 and 21 Oct 2011.

Vaux’s Swift (Chaetura vauxi). Seven on 21 Sep 2001, two on 17 Sep 2011, and 
single individuals on 24 Sep 2005, 17 Sep 2006, 13 Sep 2008, 16 Oct 2009, 16 
Sep 2011, and 20–21 Oct 2011. Some of these birds were viewed at some distance 
and are perhaps best regarded as Chaetura sp.

White-throated Swift (Aeronautes saxatilis). One on 24 Sep 2005. There is only 
one other fall record for Santa Barbara Island.

Black-chinned Hummingbird (Archilochus alexandri). Up to three on 13 and 14 
Sep 2008. This is the only fall record from Santa Barbara Island. This species is very 
rare offshore with just five records on Southeast Farallon Island off San Francisco 
between 1968 and 1999, all between late August and mid September (Richardson et 
at. 2003). There are only two other well documented fall records from the Channel 
Islands, both from San Clemente Island in early September. The birds on Santa Bar-
bara Island, all females or immature, were initially detected by their call notes, clearly 
different from those of the regularly occurring Anna’s Hummingbird. Identification 
to the genus Archilochus was then confirmed through observation of the very nar-
row inner primaries. On one bird, the broad blunt tip of primary 10 was observed, 
eliminating the very similar Ruby-throated Hummingbird (A. colubris).

Anna’s Hummingbird (Calypte anna). Recorded fairly regularly 12 Sep–25 Oct, 
with high counts of up to three 19–25 Oct and three on 25 Sep 2010. A number of 
unidentified hummingbirds observed briefly were likely of this species.

Allen’s Hummingbird (Selasphorus sasin). A single adult male on 15 Sep 2007 
and up to two from 20 to 25 Oct 2008. These are likely of the nonmigratory race 
sedentarius, which is resident on most of the other Channel Islands. Males of the 
nominate race have generally left California for their winter range well before Sep-
tember. These are the only fall records for Santa Barbara Island.

Belted Kingfisher (Megaceryle alcyon). Single individuals 23–24 Sep 2005 and 
on 26 Oct 2008. This species is regular on San Clemente Island, especially in fall 
and winter, and has been recorded several times previously on Santa Barbara Island.

Acorn Woodpecker (Melanerpes formicivorus). Single individuals 20–21 Sep 
2003 and on 13 Sep 2008. There are six other records for Santa Barbara Island, 
five of which were from the fall. This species has colonized both Santa Cruz and 
Santa Catalina islands over the last century and appears to be somewhat prone to 
offshore dispersal.

Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus). Single Red-shafted Flickers seen 12–14 Oct 
2007, 24–25 Oct 2008, and on 21 Oct 2011, with at least two  present 21–24 
Oct 2010.

Olive-sided Flycatcher (Contopus cooperi). Single individuals on 13 Sep 2008 
and 16 Sep 2011, and two on 17 Sep 2011. There are only six fall records from 
the island, all from 9 to 20 Sep.

Western Wood-Pewee (Contopus sordidulus). Recorded fairly regularly from 12 to 
23 Sep, with a high count of 12 birds on 17 Sep 2011. Single individuals also seen 
on 14 Oct 2007 and on 21 and 25 Oct 2011. The latter record is comparable to the 
latest dates for San Diego County (Unitt 2004), but the species has been recorded 
later elsewhere on the mainland coast, an example being one 3–6 Dec 2001 in Santa 
Barbara County (Lehman, unpubl. data).

Willow Flycatcher (Empidonax traillii). Single individuals on 16 Sep 2006, 14 
Sep 2008, and 16 Sep 2011, three on 13 Sep 2008, and six on 17 Sep 2006.
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Least Flycatcher (Empidonax minimus). Single individuals on 17 Sep 2006 and 
17 Sep 2011 represent the only fall records for Santa Barbara Island.

Hammond’s Flycatcher (Empidonax hammondii). One on 13 Oct 2007 was in 
fresh plumage with a bright yellow belly. This species has seldom been recorded on 
Santa Barbara Island in fall.

Gray Flycatcher (Empidonax wrightii). Single individuals on 21 and 22 (believed 
different) Sep 2002, 13–14 Oct 2007, 12 Sep 2008 (ph.), and 17 Sep 2011, and 
three on 25 Sep 2010. These are the only fall records for Santa Barbara Island and 
constitute about half of the fall records for all of the Channel Islands.

Dusky Flycatcher (Empidonax oberholseri). Single individuals on 13 Oct 2007, 25 
Sep 2009, 14 Oct 2009, and 26 Sep 2010 (ph.) represent the only fall records for 
Santa Barbara Island. The October records are quite late for California, but both birds 
were seen very well, although they were not heard to vocalize. All of the birds above 
were identified by a combination of structure, behavior, and plumage: relatively short 
to moderate primary projection beyond the tertials, rather long tail, relatively long, nar-
row, largely dark bill, olive mantle contrasting with gray head, lack of highly contrasting 
wing bars and tertial edges, and a lack of tail dipping. Our examination of the one on 
25 Sep 2009 was somewhat cursory, as we were concentrating on the identification 
of a Blue-headed Vireo present in the same area. If correct, these records represent 
an unusual number of Dusky Flycatcher records for a location along the coast of Cali-
fornia. The bird seen 26 Sep 2010 was extensively videotaped, and D. M. Compton, 
M. T. Heindel, A. Leukering, and S. G. Mlodinow (pers. comm.) concurred with the 
identification. The Dusky Flycatcher is very rare along the mainland coast of Santa 
Barbara County in fall, with only one published record through 2011 (Lehman 1994, 
Lehman unpubl. data). However, it appears to be slightly more frequent farther south, 
with Orange County having some 11 accepted coastal fall records (Hamilton and Willick 
1996, B. E. Daniels pers. comm.) ranging from 6 Sep to 6 Nov. In coastal San Diego 
County the species is a very rare fall migrant from 11 Sep to 12 Oct, as attested also 
by four specimens from Point Loma (Unitt 1984, 2004). K. L. Garrett (pers. comm.) 
commented that no proper effort had been made to vet claims of this species in coastal 
Los Angeles County, although he was aware of a few reliable fall and winter records.

Pacific-slope Flycatcher (Empidonax difficilis). Recorded regularly 21 Aug–25 Oct. 
The latter date is the latest recorded for the species on Santa Barbara Island. Usually, 
up to six recorded per day, but ten were noted on 17 Sep 2011. We presume most 
or all of these individuals were the Pacific-slope rather than the Cordilleran (E. oc-
cidentalis) and have no information on whether any were of the subspecies endemic 
to the Channel Islands, E. d. insulicola.

Empidonax sp. A bird calling whit on 14 Sep 2008 was either a Dusky or Least 
Flycatcher, most likely the latter. A probable Least Flycatcher was seen on 21 Oct 
2011. A bird photographed on 13 Sep 2008 was considered by experts to be a 
Least, Dusky, or Hammond’s Flycatcher. Another Empidonax, again one of the 
Least/Dusky/Hammond’s trio, was seen on 13 Sep 2008 but too briefly and at too 
great a distance for definite identification.

Black Phoebe (Sayornis nigricans). Recorded regularly 15 Sep–29 Oct, with a 
maximum count of up to eight 20–29 Oct 2008; otherwise, one to four birds were 
noted.

Say’s Phoebe (Sayornis saya). Recorded almost daily 12 Sep–29 Oct, with high 
counts of six on 12 Oct 2007 and up to 15 from 20 to 29 Oct 2008.

Ash-throated Flycatcher (Myiarchus cinerascens). Single juveniles on 21 Sep 
2002, 15 Sep 2006, 14 Sep 2008, 26 Sep 2010, and 16 Sep 2011, with two on 
21 Aug 2009. Birds in fresh basic plumage noted on 16 Oct 2009 and 22 Oct 2010.
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Tropical Kingbird (Tyrannus melancholicus). One from 22 to 24 Oct 2011. 
There are only eight fall records for the entire Channel Islands, all earlier than this 
individual, and just one previous fall record for Santa Barbara Island. This species is 
surprisingly rare on offshore islands, with only 13 recorded on well-watched South-
east Farallon Island between 1968 and 1999 (Richardson et at. 2003). In contrast, 
mainland Santa Barbara County recorded approximately 153 between 1968 and 
2010 (Lehman unpubl. data).

Cassin’s Kingbird (Tyrannus vociferans). Single juvenile seen on 16 Sep 2006 is 
one of only four recorded on Santa Barbara Island in fall.

Western Kingbird (Tyrannus verticalis). Single individuals seen on 15 and 17 
Sep 2006, 14 Sep 2008, 24 Sep 2010, and 16 and 18 Sep 2011, with four on 
17 Sep 2011.

Eastern Kingbird (Tyrannus tyrannus). One on 12 and 13 Sep 2008 represents 
the only fall record for this species from Santa Barbara Island.

Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus).  Single immature on 16 Aug 2010. 
The lack of records during our September and October surveys parallels the pattern 
on Southeast Farallon Island, where this species was recorded only eight times in fall 
between 1968 and 1999, with the latest date being 11 Sep (Richardson et al. 2003).

Gray Vireo (Vireo vicinior). One on 17 Sep 2011 (Figure 5) is the only one re-
corded for Santa Barbara Island and one of only nine for the Channel Islands, all of 
which have occurred between 5 and 24 Sep. This species is a casual vagrant on the 
mainland coast of California, with only two generally accepted records: a specimen 
taken at Pt. Fermin, Los Angeles County, on 9 Sep 1967 (Garrett and Dunn 1981) 
and an individual photographed near Oxnard, Ventura County, from 2 to 7 Oct 2011. 
There are five additional reports supported by documentation from the Channel Islands 
as follows: Santa Catalina 7 Sep 1973 (Am. Birds 28:109), Anacapa 14 Sep 1976 
(Am. Birds 31:224), Santa Cruz 24 Sep 1977 (University of California Santa Barbara 
specimen 7343), San Clemente 23 Sep 1976 (Am. Birds 31:224), and San Nicolas 
5 Sep 1988 (Am. Birds 43:170). Three additional undocumented reports from San 
Clemente Island are consistent with the pattern of the documented occurrences: 7 
Sep 2000, 21 Sep 2000, and 21 Sep 2001 (Collins and Jones unpubl. data).

The greater frequency of migrant Gray Vireos on the Channel Islands than on the 
nearby mainland appears genuine, rather than the result of misidentifications of two 
potential confusion species, the Least Bell’s Vireo (V. bellii pusillus) and Plumbeous 
Vireo (V. plumbeus). At this season, all species are in fresh adult or formative plum-
age (Pyle 1997), which simplifies identification. Also, the pattern of occurrence 
does not support the notion of misidentification. There are only two records of the 
Plumbeous Vireo from the Channel Islands, both from Santa Rosa Island, indicating 
that this species is much rarer on the islands than on the mainland, where it is a rare 
but now annual migrant. In addition, the Plumbeous Vireo is a relatively late migrant 
to the California coast, most frequent in October, with early dates of 13 Sep in Santa 
Barbara County (Lehman 1994, Lehman unpubl. data) and 16 Sep in San Diego 
County (Unitt 2004). Therefore, the window of the Gray Vireo’s occurrence on the 
Channel Islands overlaps only slightly with that of the Plumbeous Vireo. Further-
more, of the three accepted Channel Island records of the Gray Vireo in the period 
of overlap with the Plumbeous Vireo, one is supported by a specimen, another by a 
photograph. Bell’s Vireo has occurred only four times in fall migration on the Channel 
Islands, between 26 Aug and 7 Oct, and is only a rare to very rare fall migrant along 
the coast of California away from sites where it breeds. Given the rarity of migrant 
Least Bell’s Vireos on both the Channel Islands and the mainland California coast, it 
appears improbable that misidentification of this subspecies could account for most 
of the Gray Vireo records from the Channel Islands.
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Cassin’s Vireo (Vireo cassinii). Single individuals on 22 Sep 2001 and 20 Oct 
2010. There is only one previous fall record for Santa Barbara Island.

Blue-headed Vireo (Vireo solitarius). Single individuals on 25 Sep 2009 and 16–17 
Sep 2011 (ph.) are the only ones recorded on Santa Barbara Island. Both records 
have been accepted by the CBRC (Pyle et al. 2011, www.californiabirds.org).

Warbling Vireo (Vireo gilvus). Single individuals on 18 Sep 2011, 20–21 Oct, and 
25 Oct 2011, two on 17 Sep 2006, four on 25 Sept 2010, up to five from 12 to 
14 Sep 2008, and seven on 17 Sep 2011. Surprisingly, there are only eight other 
fall records from Santa Barbara Island.

Red-eyed Vireo (Vireo olivaceus). One on 17 Sep 2011 is one of only two recorded 
from Santa Barbara Island in fall.

Common Raven (Corvus corax). One on 15 Sep 2007, to our knowledge the only 
one recorded on Santa Barbara Island since 1982. The raven is a common resident 
on the other Channel Islands and formerly was also common on Santa Barbara Island, 
when the island was used as a ranch.

Horned Lark (Eremophila alpestris). Not formally counted. Common resident 
breeder seen daily, with a maximum of 200 on 12 Oct 2007.

Purple Martin (Progne subis). Single female or immature seen on 21 Sep 2002, 
the only one recorded on the island in fall and one of only five at any season.

Tree Swallow (Tachycineta bicolor). Single individuals observed on 14 Oct 2007, 
14 Sep 2008, 24 Oct 2008, and 20 Oct 2011; up to two seen from 27 to 29 Oct 
2008. These are the only fall records for Santa Barbara Island.

Violet-green Swallow (Tachycineta thalassina). Nine observed on 20 Oct 2011; 
two remained to 21 Oct 2011. These are the only fall records for Santa Barbara Island.

Northern Rough-winged Swallow (Stelgidopteryx serripennis). Single individuals 
seen on 20 Sep 2002 and 14 Sep 2008; two seen on 12 Sep 2008. These are the 
only fall records for Santa Barbara Island.

Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica). Single individuals on 13 Sep 2008, 25 Sep 2010, 
and 17 Sep 2011, up to two 23–25 Sep 2005 and 20–25 Oct 2011, and three 
on 22 Sep 2001 and 16 Sep 2006. There are only two other fall records for Santa 
Barbara Island, which in general appears to be poor for migrant swallows.

Red-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta canadensis). Single birds on 14 Sep 2008, 24 and 
25 (different individuals) Sep 2010, two on 23 Oct 2010, and four on 22 Oct 2010. 
These are the only fall records for Santa Barbara Island.

Brown Creeper (Certhia americana). One seen on 21 Oct 2008 represents the 
only fall record for Santa Barbara Island.

Rock Wren (Salpinctes obsoletus). Not formally counted, but recorded almost 
daily, with a high count of 12. This species is a resident breeder around the cliffs.

Bewick’s Wren (Thryomanes  bewickii). One on 18 Sep 2011, the fourth and 
earliest recorded on Santa Barbara Island in fall.

House Wren (Troglodytes aedon). Recorded almost daily from 21 Aug to 29 Oct, 
with a high count of 14 on 25 Sep 2010. This species favors the canyons more than 
most other migrants.

Pacific Wren (Troglodytes pacificus). One on 17 Sep 2006. The distinctive 
vocalizations were heard, eliminating the recently split Winter Wren (T. hiemalis). 
This is one of only three Santa Barbara Island records of this species, which is most 
common on Santa Cruz Island, rare on the southern Channel Islands, and unrecorded 
on San Clemente Island.
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Golden-crowned Kinglet (Regulus satrapa). One on 14 Oct 2007. There are only 
four fall and two spring records for Santa Barbara Island.

Ruby-crowned Kinglet (Regulus calendula). Recorded regularly 16 Sep–26 Oct. 
This species is infrequent prior to the last week of September but common in Octo-
ber, when present almost daily, with a maximum count of seven on 21 Oct 2011. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (Polioptila caerulea). Single individuals 23–24 Sep 2005, 
12–14 Sep 2008, and 14–16 Oct 2009, and two daily 16–18 Sep 2011. These 
records are consistent with Garrett and Dunn’s (1984) statement that the species is 
an uncommon transient through the Channel Islands and a rare breeder on Santa 
Cruz and possibly Santa Catalina islands.

Swainson’s Thrush (Catharus ustulatus). Recorded regularly 12 Sep–25 Oct, al-
though less frequently in October than in September. Usually two to eight birds noted 
per day, but on 14 Sep 2008 we counted about 25, many of which we saw departing 
the island shortly after dawn. These records include the latest date and highest daily 
count for Santa Barbara Island in fall. This species is a common nocturnal migrant over 
the island, most frequently heard calling just before dawn. Because of the sparseness 
of vegetative cover, we are certain that the vast majority of these migrants pass over 
Santa Barbara Island without stopping. Grounded birds are commoner than on the 
mainland coast of Santa Barbara County, where the species is rare to uncommon in 
fall (Lehman 1994), or of Orange County, where daily counts in fall seldom exceed 
six (B. E. Daniels pers. comm.). With daily counts in mid-September as high as 30 
and 35, numbers on Point Loma in  San Diego County (R. E. Webster fide P. Unitt) 
are exceptionally as high as those on Santa Barbara and San Clemente islands.

Hermit Thrush (Catharus guttatus). Recorded regularly 16 Sep–29 Oct. This spe-
cies has proven infrequent during September but is often common in October, when 
seen almost daily. High counts are 12+ on 21 Oct 2011, 18+ on 22 Oct 2010, 
and 23+ on 16 Oct 2009.  Our record for 16 Sep 2007 is very early for coastal 
southern California. For comparison, Sullivan and Kershner (2005) listed 18 Sep as 
the earliest date for San Clemente Island and Hamilton and Willick (1996) 20 Sep 
as that for Orange County.

Northern Mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos). Single birds recorded on 22 Sep 2001, 
17 Sep 2006, 14 Oct 2007, 12 Sep 2008, 26–27 Sep 2009, 15 Oct 2009, 24 
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and 26 (different individuals) Sep 2010, and 17 Sep 2011. This species is a resident 
breeder on the larger Channel Islands.

Sage Thrasher (Oreoscoptes montanus). Recorded fairly regularly from 12 Sep 
to 27 Oct, with a high count of up to three on 13 and 14 Sep 2008. From 1974 
through 2011, Santa Barbara Island had 29 fall records of the Sage Thrasher from 
10 Aug to 4 Nov, with a high count of four on 21 Sep 1978. This species is a very 
rare fall migrant in Santa Barbara County (Lehman 1994) and rare migrant in coastal 
San Diego County (Unitt 2004). Hamilton and Willick (1996) noted only two fall 
records for Orange County. However, Garrett and Dunn (1981) noted that this spe-
cies is commoner on the Channel Islands than on the nearby coast of the southern 
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California mainland, and Sullivan and Kershner (2005) also noted that it is much more 
frequent on San Clemente Island than on the nearby mainland. It appears that the 
Sage Thrasher’s movement through Santa Barbara Island peaks in September rather 
than during October and November as it does on San Clemente Island.

European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris). One on 29 Oct 2008, up to four 19–25 Oct 
2011, five 14–16 Sep 2007, and six 12–14 Oct 2007. This species was much more 
common on Santa Barbara Island during the 1970s and 1980s, when it bred locally. 
It has declined throughout the northern Channel Islands in recent decades, coincid-
ing both with the widespread return of nesting Peregrine Falcons and the removal of 
many old buildings that served as nesting sites. It continues to breed commonly on 
San Nicolas, Santa Catalina, and San Clemente islands, where the Peregrine Falcon 
is only now beginning to establish resident breeding populations and where there are 
the man-made habitats (planted trees and buildings) that the starling prefers.

Red-throated Pipit (Anthus cervinus). Single individuals were seen and heard flying 
over the island on 21 and 25 Oct 2008, which was a minor invasion year for this 
species in California. These are the island’s only records of the Red-throated Pipit.

American Pipit (Anthus rubescens). In September, single individuals on 17 Sep 
2011 and 23 Sep 2001 only, but regularly noted in October, with a maximum of 
19 on 23 Oct 2008. This species is seen mostly in flight, making it difficult to judge 
whether birds are different or seen repeatedly. We suspect the former is more likely, 
as we have seen few pipits on the ground.

Sprague’s Pipit (Anthus spragueii). One seen 24 Sep 2005 (Iliff et al. 2007), 
another 21 Oct 2008 (Pike and Compton 2010). These are the only CBRC-validated 
records of Sprague’s Pipit for the Channel Islands.
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(the start of which can be seen in the background) at the summit of North Peak 
constitute Santa Barbara Island’s most productive location for migrants.
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Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum). Single individuals on 13 Oct 2007 and 
24–25 Oct 2008, and up to 23 (on 21 Oct) from 20 to 25 Oct 2011. There is only 
one additional fall record for Santa Barbara Island.

Lapland Longspur (Calcarius lapponicus). Two on 21 Oct 2008. Present daily 
from 20 to 24 Oct 2010 (ph.), with a maximum of 4+ on 23 Oct 2010. Noted 19–25 
Oct 2011 with a maximum of three on 24 Oct 2011 (ph.). There is only one other 
fall record for Santa Barbara Island.

Chestnut-collared Longspur (Calcarius ornatus). Single individuals on 15 Oct 
2009 and 20–24 Oct 2010, and three 21–24 Oct 2011. There are only two other 
fall records for Santa Barbara Island.

Ovenbird (Seiurus aurocapilla). Single individuals seen 22–23 Sep 2001, 20 Sep 
2002, 14 Sep 2008 (ph.), and 21 Oct 2011, and up to two birds 16–18 Sep 2011 
(ph.). There are only two other fall records for Santa Barbara Island.

Golden-winged Warbler (Vermivora chrysoptera). One seen 20–21 Oct 2010 (ph.) 
is the only Golden-winged Warbler recorded from Santa Barbara Island. This record 
is accepted as CBRC 2010-181 (www.californiabirds.org). The only other accepted 
record from the Channel Islands is of one seen on San Nicolas Island 4 Jun 1977 
(Binford 1983).

Black-and-white Warbler (Mniotilta varia). One immature female on 18 Sep 2011; 
one immature male on 24 Oct 2011 (ph.). There are three other fall records for Santa 
Barbara Island from 3 to 26 Oct.

Tennessee Warbler (Oreothlypis peregrina). Single individuals on 23 Sep 2005, 
12 Sep 2008, 17 Sep 2011, and 20 Oct 2011, and two birds on 13 Sep 2008. 
There are only two other fall records for Santa Barbara Island.
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Figure 4. The canyons on the east side have Santa Barbara Island’s most extensive 
stands of taller vegetation, primarily Giant Coreopsis and prickly-pear cacti, but they 
typically attract only low numbers of migrants.
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Orange-crowned Warbler (Oreothlypis celata). Recorded almost daily 12 Sep–28 
Oct. Typically, one to 10 birds present, but at least 40 recorded 17 Sep 2006. This 
species is typically the most common warbler on Santa Barbara Island prior to the 
arrival of Yellow-rumped Warblers in October. Although we have not studied the birds’ 
subspecific identifications, it is clear from collected specimens that most Orange-
crowned Warblers stopping on Santa Barbara Island do not belong to O. c. sordida, 
the dark subspecies that breeds throughout the Channel Islands.

Nashville Warbler (Oreothlypis ruficapilla). Single individuals on 21 and 22 Sep 
2001 (probably different), 16 Sep 2006, 12–14 Sep 2008, and 16 Oct 2009, and 
up to four (on 20 Oct) from 20 to 25 Oct 2011.

Virginia’s Warbler (Oreothlypis virginiae). One seen on 14 Sep 2008 is the earliest 
of the five recorded on Santa Barbara Island in fall.

MacGillivray’s Warbler (Geothlypis tolmiei). Single individuals seen on 15 Sep 
2007, 13 Oct 2007, and 25 Sep 2010, up to two 13–14 Sep 2008, and up to 
three 16–18 Sep 2011.

Common Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas). Recorded fairly regularly between 13 
Sep and 25 Oct. Commoner in October, with high counts of up to six 20–23 Oct 
2010 and 20–25 Oct 2011.

American Redstart (Setophaga ruticilla). Single individuals seen 23–25 Sep 2005, 
25 Sep 2010, 20–23 Oct 2010 (ph.), and 24 Oct 2011 (adult male, ph.), a total of 
five, including an adult male, 12–14 Sep 2008 (ph.), and a total of seven, including 
an adult male, 16–17 Sep 2011 (ph.). High count of five on 16 Sep 2011. These 
records include the highest count and latest fall date for Santa Barbara Island.

Cape May Warbler (Setophaga tigrina). An immature male around the nursery 
and east coast canyon area 22–25 Oct 2011 (ph.) is the only Cape May Warbler 
recorded for Santa Barbara Island in fall and is accepted by the CBRC (www.cali-
forniabirds.org). On 24 Oct 2011, the same or another was seen in a mixed flock 
of warblers, including several newly arrived eastern vagrants, at the North Peak 
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Figure 5. The Gray Vireo is exceptionally rare in coastal California, where it is most 
frequent on the Channel Islands between early and late September. These photos 
document the first record of this species for Santa Barbara Island.

Photos by Peter Gaede
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coreopsis patch. It seems possible that this was a second bird, but comparison of 
photographs was inconclusive.

Northern Parula (Setophaga americana). One, the only one recorded on Santa 
Barbara Island in fall, seen on 17 Sep 2011.

Magnolia Warbler (Setophaga magnolia). Single individuals seen on 16 Sep 2006, 
20–21 Oct 2008 (ph.), and 17 Sep 2011.

Bay-breasted Warbler (Setophaga castanea). Single individuals seen 21–22 Sep 
2002 (ph.) and 22 Oct 2008 provide the only fall records for Santa Barbara Island.

Blackburnian Warbler (Setophaga fusca). One seen on 24 Sep 2010 is the first 
recorded on the island in fall.

Yellow Warbler (Setophaga petechia). Recorded regularly from 12 Sep to 25 Oct. 
Typically we saw one to three birds daily but recorded up to 10 from 12 to 14 Sep 
2008 and up to eight from 16 to 18 Sep 2011.

Chestnut-sided Warbler (Setophaga pensylvanica). Single immatures seen on 13 
Sep 2008 (ph.), 17 Sep 2011 (ph., Figure 6), and 21 Oct 2011.  There is only one 
other fall record for Santa Barbara Island.

Blackpoll Warbler (Setophaga striata). Single individuals seen on 14 Sep 2008, 
25 Sep 2009, and 20–23 Oct 2010; two present on 17 Sep 2011 (ph.).

Black-throated Blue Warbler (Setophaga caerulescens). Single males on 20 Oct 
(ph.) and 25 Oct 2011 (ph.), the only ones recorded on the island.

FALL MIGRATION ON SANTA BARBARA ISLAND, CALIFORNIA

Figure 6. In September, blooming Giant Buckwheats attract large numbers of insects 
and act as a magnet for migrant warblers, such as the Chestnut-sided and Wilson’s 
Warblers foraging on this buckwheat.

Photo by Peter Gaede
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Palm Warbler (Setophaga palmarum). Different individuals seen on 14 Oct 2007, 
21, 24, and 25 Oct 2008 (ph.), up to two 20–24 Oct 2010, one 18 Sep 2011 (ph.), 
and up to five (on 25 Oct 2011) 19–25 Oct 2011 (ph.).

Yellow-rumped Warbler (Setophaga coronata). Recorded regularly 16 Sep–29 
Oct. This species does not typically arrive until late September but is present daily 
in October, with an island-wide high estimate of 60 on 20 Oct 2011. This species is 
very mobile and is also often seen flying over, making accurate counts difficult. We 
did not systematically record the subspecies. The vast majority of birds seen were S. 
c. auduboni, although we observed a few of S. c. coronata.

Yellow-throated Warbler (Setophaga dominica). One on 19 Oct 2011 (ph., 
 Figure 7) was the second recorded for Santa Barbara Island, the first in fall, and one 
of only five in fall for the Channel Islands as a whole. This record has been accepted 
by the CBRC (www.californiabirds.org).

Prairie Warbler (Setophaga discolor). Single individuals seen on 12 Oct 2007 and 
14 Sep 2008. There is only one other Santa Barbara Island record.

Black-throated Gray Warbler (Setophaga nigrescens). Recorded fairly regularly 13 
Sep–25 Oct, with a high count of four on 16 Sep 2011.

Townsend’s Warbler (Setophaga townsendi). Single individuals seen 22 Sep 2001 
and 17 Sep 2006, up to two 20–25 Oct 2011, up to three 12–14 Sep 2008, and up 
to four 16–17 Sep 2011. This species’ scarcity on Santa Barbara Island is surprising, 
as Townsend’s Warbler is one of the commonest migrant warblers along the mainland 
coast of southern California. Consideration of all the historical records for the island 
also shows this species as being less common than the Black-throated Gray Warbler, 
which is less common as a fall migrant along the mainland coast.
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Figure 7. Yellow-throated Warbler, Santa Barbara Island, 19 October 2011.
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Hermit Warbler (Setophaga occidentalis). Single individuals seen on 20 Sep 2002 
and 15 Sep 2006, two on 16 Sep 2011. These represent three of only six fall records 
for Santa Barbara Island.

Canada Warbler (Cardellina canadensis). Different individuals seen on 20 Sep 
and 21 Sep (ph.) 2002, one on 13 Sep 2008 (ph.), and one on 21 Oct 2008 (ph.). 
These represent the only records for Santa Barbara Island.

Wilson’s Warbler (Cardellina pusilla). Recorded fairly regularly 12 Sep–25 Oct. 
One to five birds typically noted daily, but up to ten seen from 12 to 14 Sep 2008 
and up to 14 from 16 to 18 Sep 2011. This species is markedly more frequent in 
September than in October.

Yellow-breasted Chat (Icteria virens). Two each seen on 13 Sep 2008 (ph.) and 24 
Sep 2010. There are only two other fall records for Santa Barbara Island.

Green-tailed Towhee (Pipilo chlorurus). Single individuals seen on 15 Sep 2007, 14 
Oct 2007, and 20–25 Oct 2011 (ph.), five seen 25–27 Sep 2009 (high count of four 
on 27 Sep), and at least seven birds present 25–26 Sep 2010 (high count of six on 25 
Sep). From 1974 through 2011, this species was observed on Santa Barbara Island 
on 20 separate days between 12 Sep and 23 Oct. Six on 25 Sep 2010 is the highest 
single-day total for any of the Channel Islands. The Green-tailed Towhee is a rare regular 
migrant along the coast of mainland southern California, but records are almost invari-
ably of single birds (e.g., Unitt 2004). Thus the notably high counts on Santa Barbara 
Island support the suggestion by Garrett and Dunn (1981) that the Green-tailed Towhee 
is a disproportionately frequent fall migrant to the Channel Islands, in comparison to 
its status on the nearby mainland, yet Sullivan and Kershner (2005) commented that 
it has been recorded only singly on San Clemente Island. It seems likely that the small 
size of Santa Barbara Island concentrates this species and other rare migrant sparrows.

Spotted Towhee (Pipilo maculatus). Recorded fairly regularly 13 Sep–25 Oct, with 
daily maxima of four on 17 Sep 2006 and 16 Oct 2009 and eight on 22 Oct 2010.

Chipping Sparrow (Spizella passerina).  Recorded almost daily 21 Aug–29 Oct, 
with a high count of 20 on 21 Sep 2002. It is common on Santa Barbara Island to 
see mixed Spizella flocks containing Chipping, Clay-colored, and Brewer’s Sparrows.

Clay-colored Sparrow (Spizella pallida). Recorded fairly regularly from 16 Sep to 
27 Oct, with high counts of four on 20 Oct 2011 and five on 17 Sep 2011. Although 
this species is one of the most frequent fall vagrants to the coast of southern California, 
it is even more frequent, proportionately, on Santa Barbara Island.

Brewer’s Sparrow (Spizella breweri). Recorded regularly 12 Sep–25 Oct. Typically 
one to four birds are present on any given day, but exceptionally there were up to 
20 from 12 to 14 Sep 2008 and up to eight from 17 to 18 Sep 2011. The count in 
Sep 2008 is the highest in fall for the Channel Islands and much higher than any for 
the mainland coast, where records typically involve just one or two birds. Sullivan and 
Kershner (2005) noted only ten fall records each of the Brewer’s and Clay-colored, so 
both species, especially Brewer’s, appear to be commoner on Santa Barbara Island. 
On San Clemente Island, however, desert scrub habitat is rarely checked for migrants 
(B. Sullivan pers. comm.), so the occurrence of Brewer’s there may be underestimated.

Black-chinned Sparrow (Spizella atrogularis). Single individuals seen on 13 Sep 
2008 (ph.) and 25 Sep 2010 represent the only fall records for Santa Barbara Island. 
This species is a casual migrant along the mainland coast. Hamilton and Willick (1996) 
listed no coastal fall migrants for Orange County, and Lehman (1994) and Unitt (2004) 
listed just two or three such records each for Santa Barbara and San Diego counties. 
Richardson et al. (2003) listed only two from Southeast Farallon Island, on 30 Aug 
and 13 Sep. There are eight other Channel Island records between 21 Aug and 28 
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Sep. Two much later records from San Clemente Island in mid-November and early 
December are perhaps better regarded as representing birds attempting to winter, 
as the limited data indicate that this species is a rather early fall migrant, peaking 
between mid-August and mid-September.

Vesper Sparrow (Pooecetes gramineus). Recorded regularly 12 Sep–25 Oct, with 
high counts of six on 21 Sep 2002 and 17 Sep 2011.

Lark Sparrow (Chondestes grammacus). Recorded fairly regularly (typically one 
to three birds per day) from 13 Sep to 27 Oct. Most common in September, with a 
high count of seven on 18 Sep 2011.

Black-throated Sparrow (Amphispiza bilineata). Single juveniles seen on 20 Sep 
2002, 23–25 Sep 2005, and 17–18 Sep 2011 (ph.), and up to four (all juveniles) 
12–14 Sep 2008 (ph.). From 1973 through 2011, Santa Barbara Island had seven 
fall records, one of five birds on 12 Sep 1976. A record of a juvenile on 23 Jun 1973 
also represents postbreeding dispersal. This species appears to be more frequent 
on Santa Barbara Island than on the mainland coast, where it is a very rare migrant 
with birds occurring singly (Garrett and Dunn 1981, Lehman 1994, Hamilton and 
Willick 1996, Unitt 2004).

Sage Sparrow (Amphispiza belli). One A. b. belli was closely observed for several 
minutes on North Peak on 23 Sep 2001. The dark, unstreaked mantle and well-
defined malar stripe characterizing belli were seen well. This record is surprising as 
that subspecies is essentially sedentary (Garrett and Dunn 1981, Lehman 1994, Unitt 
2004). Some birds may make limited altitudinal movements after breeding, and both 
Unitt (2004) and Hamilton and Willick (1996) noted a few instances of individuals 
that must have wandered at least a few kilometers away from breeding habitat. The 
bird seen on Santa Barbara Island was over 60 km from the nearest mainland breed-
ing habitat. But the population resident on San Clemente Island suggests that this 
subspecies is capable of offshore dispersal, as that island has always been isolated 
from the mainland. There are several other fall records of the Sage Sparrow from 
Santa Barbara Island, one of multiple birds 19–21 Sep 1978. Unfortunately, their 
subspecies was not noted.

Lark Bunting (Calamospiza  melanocorys). One on 18 Sep 2011 (ph.), fewer than 
expected given there are four previous fall records and the species is a rare but regular 
fall migrant on San Clemente Island (Sullivan and Kershner 2005).

Savannah Sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis). Recorded almost daily 12 
Sep–29 Oct. Usually between one and five seen during most September visits, but 
up to 25 observed from 12 to 14 Sep 2008. Larger numbers occur in October, with 
at least 60 counted on 12 Oct 2007 and 30 on 25 Oct 2008. Single Large-billed 
Savannah Sparrows (P. s. rostratus) were seen on 22 Sep 2001, 16 Sep 2006, 16 
Sep 2007, 25 Oct 2008, 15 Oct 2009, and 25 Sep 2010, all on the flat bench 
on the northwest side of the island, which has many Suaeda bushes. These are the 
island’s only records of rostratus.

Grasshopper Sparrow (Ammodramus savannarum). Single individuals on 20 Sep 
2002, 23 Oct 2010 (ph.), and 21–22 Oct 2011. There is only one other fall record 
for Santa Barbara Island.

Fox Sparrow (Passerella iliaca). Recorded fairly regularly from 17 Sep to 29 Oct. 
Although the subspecies are not always identifiable in the field, we present the re-
cords by subspecies groups. Single birds observed 21–23 Oct 2010 (ph.) and 21 Oct 
2011 showed two wing-bars and some faint mantle streaking so represented either 
subspecies zaboria or, more likely, altivagans. Slate-colored Fox Sparrows (schista-
cea group; back gray, spots on underparts black, bill small) recorded on seven dates 
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between 14 and 25 Oct 2008, with a high count of six on 21 Oct 2011. Thick-billed 
Fox Sparrows (megarhyncha group; back gray, spots on underparts black, bill larger, 
distinctive call like that of a California Towhee, Melozone crissalis) recorded on 14 
dates between 13 Sep and 22 Oct. Typically one to three birds noted but at least ten 
were present on 17 Sep 2006. Sooty Fox Sparrows (unalaschcensis group; back 
and spots on underparts brown, mandible yellow basally) recorded regularly between 
14 and 29 Oct, with a high count of three on 16 Oct 2009 and 21 Oct 2010. One 
early arrival on 25 Sep 2005. Clearly, Thick-billed Fox Sparrows arrive earlier than 
do the other subspecies.

Lincoln’s Sparrow (Melospiza lincolnii). Recorded regularly from 13 Sep to 21 
Oct, with high counts of four 13–14 Sep 2008 and six 21–22 Oct 2010.

Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia). Single individuals seen on 23 Oct 2010 
and 17 Sep 2011 appeared to be of the coastal southern California subspecies 
M. m. heermanni or the Channel Island subspecies M. m. graminea, on the basis 
of their small size and dark upperparts with contrasting rich reddish wing coverts, 
distinctly gray face, and sharp blackish streaking below contrasting markedly with 
the white underparts. These represent the only fall records for Santa Barbara Island 
since 1988. The formerly resident population of M. m. graminea (type locality 
Santa Barbara Island) was extirpated some time between 1959 and 1972. Patten 
and Pruett (2009) synonymized the subspecies described from the other Channel 
Islands with graminea.

White-throated Sparrow (Zonotrichia albicollis).  Single individuals on 16 Oct 
2009 and 22 Oct 2010 (ph.) and two 20–21 Oct 2011 (ph.). There are three other 
fall records for Santa Barbara Island.

White-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys). Recorded regularly from 16 
Sep to 29 Oct, although much less frequent in September. High counts are of 120+ 
on 12 Oct 2007 and 180 on 16 Oct 2009. To date, we have noted only subspecies 
gambelii.

Golden-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia atricapilla). Recorded fairly regularly from 
12 to 24 Oct. Typically one to three birds present; the high count is of five on 20 
Oct 2011.

Dark-eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis). Recorded almost daily from 12 to 28 Oct. 
The high count was 15 on 25 Oct 2011. An early arrival was seen on 21 Sep 2003. 
All birds were Oregon Juncos except for a single female Slate-colored Junco on 14 
Oct 2007 and a hybrid Pink-sided × Gray-headed Junco on 21 Oct 2011 (ph.). This 
latter bird was identified by the combination of features typical of the Pink-sided with 
a bright reddish-brown back as described by Hamilton and Gaede (2005).

Summer Tanager (Piranga rubra). Single females seen 25–26 Sep 2009 and 20 
Oct 2011 (ph.) provide the only fall records for Santa Barbara Island.

Scarlet Tanager (Piranga olivacea). A single male seen on 23 Oct 2008 (ph.) is 
the only Scarlet Tanager recorded for Santa Barbara Island.

Western Tanager (Piranga ludoviciana). Recorded fairly regularly from 21 Aug to 
23 Oct, with high counts of eight on both 17 Sep 2006 and 17 Sep 2011.

Black-headed Grosbeak (Pheucticus melanocephalus). Single individuals on 17 
Sep 2006, 15 Sep 2007, 12–13 Sep 2008, and 22 Oct 2010, and four from 16 
to 18 Sep 2011. This species is a common migrant on the mainland coast and is 
also regular on San Clemente Island (Sullivan and Kershner 2005). The reasons for 
its comparative scarcity on Santa Barbara Island are unclear. The complete absence 
of Rose-breasted Grosbeaks (P. ludovicianus) during our visits was also somewhat 
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surprising as that species is one of the more regular eastern vagrants to coastal 
California, and at least 17 have been noted in fall on San Clemente Island (Sullivan 
and Kershner 2005).

Blue Grosbeak (Passerina caerulea). Single individuals 13–14 Sep 2008 and on 
24 Sep 2010. There are only two other fall records for Santa Barbara Island.

Lazuli Bunting (Passerina amoena). Recorded regularly from 12 to 25 Sep. One 
to three birds are typically noted, but up to eight were present 16–18 Sep 2011. The 
earliest fall record for Santa Barbara Island is of two birds seen on 16 Aug 2010.

Indigo Bunting (Passerina cyanea). Single individuals on 13 Sep 2008, 25–27 
Sep 2009, and 20–21 Oct 2011 (ph.). There are only two other fall records for 
Santa Barbara Island.

Painted Bunting (Passerina ciris). Single juveniles seen on 13 Sep 2008 (ph.) and 
18 Sep 2011 are the first recorded on Santa Barbara Island.

Dickcissel (Spiza americana). Single individuals seen on 13 Sep 2008 and 17 Sep 
2011 and two on 14 Sep 2008 (ph.). One 19–21 Oct 2011 represents a relatively 
late record for California. For example, of 48 fall records for Santa Barbara County 
from 1971 to 2010 (P. E. Lehman unpubl. data), only three are later than 21 Oct. 
There are two other fall records for Santa Barbara Island, both in mid-September.

Bobolink (Dolichonyx oryzivorus). One on 23 Oct 2010 (ph.), two on 16 Sep 
2006, and up to two 13–14 Sep 2008 (ph.). The 23 Oct 2010 record represents 
the latest fall date for Santa Barbara Island and is quite late, although not exception-
ally so, for California.

Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus). Single individuals on 22 Sep 2001, 
13–14 Oct 2007, 25 Oct 2008, and 16 Oct 2009, and two birds present 20–25 Oct 
2011. There are only two other fall records for Santa Barbara Island.

Western Meadowlark (Sturnella neglecta). Not formally counted. Common resi-
dent breeder with a maximum of 150 estimated 20–29 Oct 2008.

Yellow-headed Blackbird (Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus). Three on 18 Sep 
2011 (ph.) and one 21–22 Oct 2011 (ph.).

Brewer’s Blackbird (Euphagus cyanocephalus). Recorded regularly 14–29 Oct, 
with a high count of eight on 20 Oct 2011. In addition, we recorded one 20–22 Sep 
2002 and one on 23 Sep 2005.

Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater). Recorded almost daily from 12 Sep to 
25 Oct.  High counts are of 25 on 21 Oct 2011, 30 on 13 Sep 2008, and 30 on 
17 and 18 Sep 2011.

Orchard Oriole (Icterus spurius). One immature 21–22 Sep 2001, the first re-
corded on Santa Barbara Island.

Hooded Oriole (Icterus cucullatus).  Single individuals 25 Sep 2010 and 22 Aug 
2011, up to four seen 12–14 Sep 2008, and up to five 16–18 Sep 2011. This last 
is the highest count for Santa Barbara Island. All birds observed have been immatures 
or females.

Bullock’s Oriole (Icterus bullockii). Different individuals 17 and 18 Sep 2011, and 
up to four immatures 12–14 Sep 2008. Bullock’s Oriole is a common migrant on the 
mainland coast and San Clemente Island (Sullivan and Kershner 2005). The reasons 
for its comparative rarity on Santa Barbara Island are unclear.

Baltimore Oriole (Icterus galbula). Single immature males on 15 Oct 2009 and 22 
Oct 2011 (ph.), the only Baltimore Orioles recorded on Santa Barbara Island in fall.
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Purple Finch (Carpodacus purpureus). A single female heard and seen on 21 Oct 
2011 (ph.) was the first recorded on Santa Barbara Island in fall.

House Finch (Carpodacus mexicanus). Recorded fairly regularly from 15 Sep to 
27 Oct, but no evidence of a resident or breeding population. High count of 12 on 21 
Oct 2008. The lack of a resident population and occurrence of many of these birds 
with large numbers of migrants suggests that they originated from the mainland and 
do not represent the purported endemic southern Channel Islands race C. m. clem-
entis, which is alleged to have bred on Santa Barbara Island in the past (AOU 1957).

Red Crossbill (Loxia curvirostra). One on 19 Oct 2011 was the first recorded on Santa 
Barbara Island. This species has been reported from only four of the Channel Islands.

Pine Siskin (Carduelis pinus). Single individuals heard on 14 Oct 2007 and 21 
Oct 2011, and one seen and heard on 24 Oct 2010. All birds were passing over the 
island. There are only two other fall records for Santa Barbara Island.

Lawrence’s Goldfinch (Carduelis lawrencei). Single individuals seen on 13 Oct 
2007 and 24–25 Oct 2008, and one heard flying over on 16 Oct 2009. There are 
only two other fall records for Santa Barbara Island.

Lesser Goldfinch (Carduelis psaltria). Recorded regularly from 12 Sep to 27 Oct 
with most sightings of one to three birds. Up to 12 noted on 14 Oct 2007, up to six 
from 23 to 25 Sep 2005, and up to nine from 16 to 18 Sep 2011.

American Goldfinch (Carduelis tristis). At least two seen on 14 Oct 2007, repre-
senting the only fall record for Santa Barbara Island.

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN WEATHER CONDITIONS  
AND ARRIVALS OF MIGRANTS

During our study, we identified four primary weather patterns:

•	 Northwest winds: Moderate (8–25 km/hr) or occasionally stronger 
northwesterly winds with low fog or clear skies. If it is clear, other 
islands and the mainland are visible. In low fog, much of the island is 
invisible, although there is often a partially clear area about a mile or 
so out to the sea on the east side.

•	 Santa Ana winds: When a Santa Ana condition brings offshore 
winds to the mainland of southern California, the island itself is wind-
less, becoming warm in the afternoon. The surrounding islands and 
mainland are all clearly visible.

•	 Marine layer: Calm or light winds and continuous low cloud cover 
that reaches to the mainland, where it generally penetrates only the 
coastal lowland. Most frequently the cloud layer is at an elevation of 
300–500 m. During such conditions, the island is usually visible from 
about 15 km away (as confirmed by observations from incoming boats), 
but the other islands are not visible from Santa Barbara Island. We 
have occasionally encountered a higher marine layer with an elevation 
of around 1000 m when it is possible to see Santa Catalina Island or 
even the lights of the mainland. Possibly because the peaks on Santa 
Barbara Island are relatively low, we have not observed the top of the 
island rising above a low-level marine layer. Our use of the term marine 
layer does not include low fog banks that obscure the island completely.
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•	 overcast with variable precipitation: Frontal systems bringing 
variably low but continuous cloud cover and occasional to prolonged pe-
riods of light rain. The wind is very light to light, becoming occasionally 
stronger during squalls, and varies from southeasterly to southwesterly 
in direction. Under such conditions, the island may be visible from as 
little as 2 km away to as far away as at least 36 km (with Santa Catalina 
Island visible). We have experienced these conditions just three times, 
all during mid-October: 13 Oct 2007, 14 Oct 2009, and 20–23 Oct 
2010. An important distinction between this condition and the marine 
layer is that the cloud cover typically extends over much of mainland 
California rather than just over the coastal lowlands.

There was a clear association between certain weather patterns and the 
number and variety of migrants on Santa Barbara Island. Tables 2 and 3 
illustrate several examples under different conditions in September and 
October, respectively, and demonstrate several key points:

•	 Persistent periods of northwest winds are poor for both variety and 
number of migrants;

•	 Both the marine layer and Santa Ana winds consistently result in ar-
rivals of migrants;

•	 The effect of overcast with variable precipitation on migrants’ arrivals 
is highly variable;

•	 In both September and October the greatest variety of migrants occurs 
under heavy overcast (marine layer or overcast with variable precipita-
tion); and

•	 In October, Santa Ana winds can produce total numbers of migrants 
similar to those of the best conditions of marine layer or overcast with 
variable precipitation.

We report details of all three instances of overcast with variable precipitation 
because during the fall migration such conditions are relatively rare this far 
south in California. For example, B. L. Sullivan (pers. comm.) did not recall 
experiencing them during the four years he spent on San Clemente Island, 
which is little more than 60 km to the south of Santa Barbara Island. The 
October data do not demonstrate such a wide difference between northwest 
winds and the other conditions as shown by the September data. This is 
because large numbers of White-crowned and Savannah Sparrows, both of 
which winter on the Channel Islands, may remain for some days. The presence 
of these flocks often results in much higher totals of migrants being present 
on days of northwest winds, even though few new birds are actually arriving.

DISCUSSION

Effects of Weather on Arrivals of Migrants

The relationship between weather conditions and the arrival and de-
parture of migrants has been studied in considerable detail at Southeast 
Farallon Island, farther north off the coast of California (Pyle et al. 1993). 
Those researchers found that the most important factors causing large 
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numbers of arrivals were continuous cloud cover, light southerly or no 
wind, and moderately low visibility of 5 to 15 km. They concluded that the 
continuous cloud cover and associated reduced visibility caused migrants 
to stray out over the ocean and subsequently prevented them from finding 
the mainland coast, thus forcing them to take advantage of any land they 
could find. However, Pyle et al. (1993) also noted that moderate numbers 
of migrants also arrived under clear skies when the wind blew offshore and 
presumably drifted migrants (especially diurnal migrants) over the ocean. 
Extremely low visibility, resulting from dense fog, had a major negative ef-
fect on arrivals, as birds presumably could not locate the island. In fall, the 
predominant weather pattern at Southeast Farallon, which features steady 
northwest winds, often combined with fog, is poor for arrival of migrants. 
Although days with rain were few, that condition’s association with arrival 
of large numbers of migrants was negative. Departures were most strongly 
associated with clear weather and little or no wind. Because the conditions 
affecting migration are likely the same on Southeast Farallon and the nearby 
mainland, Pyle et al. (1993) suggested the immediate effect of the ocean 
on the weather is greater along the Pacific coast than elsewhere in North 
America. For example, it is common for continuous low clouds, the “marine 
layer,” to form over the ocean and along the California coast while clear, 
calm conditions prevail inland. As a result, conditions that trigger a large 
number of birds to migrate, then cause them to become disoriented over 
the ocean and unable to locate the mainland, can coexist, allowing for large 
fallouts on isolated offshore islands. Such conditions are less frequent in 
other areas where migration has been studied, such as along the coasts of 
eastern North America or northwestern Europe, where cloud cover is not 
typically confined to coasts.

Although there has been no comparably detailed study of the association 
of weather conditions with migration in the Channel Islands, Sullivan and 
Kershner (2005) discussed this topic as it relates to San Clemente Island. 
They reported that light southeast winds and a “mid-level marine layer” 
produced the largest fallouts in spring and were also productive in fall. They 
also noted, however, that the largest number of arrivals in fall was associated 
with Santa Ana winds from the northeast. Because the coast of southern 
California is oriented northwest–southeast, Santa Ana winds create an 
offshore flow. Under such conditions, visibility is extremely good, with the 
mainland visible from 64 to 80 km away. Therefore, the largest numbers 
of fall migrants arrive on San Clemente Island under conditions quite dif-
ferent from those at Southeast Farallon, although it should be noted that 
Southeast Farallon does not typically experience offshore flows as strong 
as those that reach San Clemente Island and is considerably closer to the 
nearest point of the mainland.

We considered two hypotheses to explain why a greater variety of species 
generally reaches Santa Barbara Island under a marine layer or overcast with 
variable precipitation than during Santa Ana winds. One is that more species 
become disoriented under such conditions. The second is that certain spe-
cies for which Santa Barbara Island lacks suitable habitat overfly the island 
when other land is clearly visible, as is the case during Santa Ana winds. To 
investigate these hypotheses further, we analyzed occurrences of vagrant 
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eastern wood-warblers in September under a marine layer and during Santa 
Ana winds. During September, 10 days of marine layer have produced a 
total of 36 eastern wood-warblers of 12 species whereas 7 days of Santa 
Ana winds have produced just 4 individuals of 4 species. In contrast, on 
San Clemente Island, eastern wood-warblers are frequent during Santa Ana 
winds with, for example, a remarkable 18 individuals of 5 species under such 
conditions on 11 October 2003 (Sullivan and Kershner 2005, B. L. Sullivan 
pers. comm.). San Clemente is a large island that offers some localized suit-
able habitat for warblers—water, limited riparian vegetation, and ornamental 
plantings—giving migrants less incentive to continue to the mainland. This 
difference between the two islands suggests that warblers simply choose not 
to make landfall on Santa Barbara Island when potentially more promising 
destinations are visible. The pattern of our data for eastern warblers in Oc-
tober is rather similar, with more frequent occurrences under a marine layer 
or overcast with variable precipitation that was effectively similar to a marine 
layer. Further corroborating the hypothesis that some species choose not to 
land or remain on the island under clear skies, we have on several occasions 
observed warblers fly to the summit of North Peak but either never land 
or land only briefly before continuing to fly toward Santa Catalina Island. 
The observations on Santa Barbara Island concur with those on Southeast 
Farallon, where arrivals of migrants diminish greatly when the mainland is 
visible. In comparison to that for warblers, Santa Barbara Island’s habitat 
for sparrows is relatively attractive, so it is unsurprising that during October, 
when migration of many sparrows peaks, the number of arrivals during Santa 
Ana winds can equal that under optimal marine-layer conditions.

During the fall of 2011, we experienced at least two days in which the 
marine layer was sufficiently high for Santa Catalina Island to be visible from 
Santa Barbara Island, in one case completely visible. This did not appear to 
affect the variety and numbers of migrants arriving on Santa Barbara Island 
negatively and suggests that only truly clear skies cause large numbers of 
birds to bypass Santa Barbara Island. Possibly, under a marine layer, birds 
become more disoriented and have spent longer over the ocean by the time 
they reach Santa Barbara Island, resulting in them being too tired to continue. 
This hypothesis is supported by observations on both these two days that 
many birds were still arriving 3 hours or more after first light. During Santa 
Ana winds most birds apparently reach the island by or immediately after 
dawn, but further study is needed.

CONCLUSIONS

The small size, limited vegetative cover, and relative isolation of Santa 
Barbara Island combine to make this location well suited for gathering data 
on migrant birds and how their numbers fluctuate in relation to different 
weather conditions. On the basis of our observations, we draw these tentative 
conclusions about weather and migrants’ arrivals on the Channel Islands:

•	 During northwest winds, as on Southeast Farallon Island, very few 
landbirds arrive. However, if the northwest winds are localized to the 
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vicinity of the islands, large numbers may still arrive if Santa Ana winds 
are prevailing along the mainland coast.

•	 The most suitable weather for arrival of fall migrants varies with the 
size and elevation of the island, its isolation from other islands and 
the mainland, and its habitats. It appears that a marine layer or simi-
lar overcast are the conditions best for causing the largest variety of 
migrant landbirds to be grounded on Santa Barbara Island. On larger 
islands such as San Clemente and San Nicolas, however, Santa Ana 
winds are best for large numbers of arrivals.

•	 On Santa Barbara Island, the largest fallouts of migrants in terms of 
total number of birds occur in October under a marine layer or dur-
ing Santa Ana winds. These totals are driven by the large numbers of 
sparrows, especially under Santa Ana conditions.

•	 Overcast with variable precipitation has a variable effect on arrival 
of migrants, with some days being very good but others very poor. 
Possibly, the island may be visible only from a mile or so away during 
persistent rain, thus making it difficult for migrants to locate it. Also, 
such weather conditions may also be accompanied by widespread 
cloud cover and precipitation on the mainland of California, inhibiting 
migrants’ departures and greatly reducing the number of birds aloft.

Our study provides support for earlier assertions that certain species 
breeding in inland mountains and deserts, such as the Sage Thrasher, Gray 
Vireo, and Green-tailed Towhee, occur more frequently on the Channel 
Islands than on the nearby mainland coast. As a result of our study, we can 
now add Brewer’s Sparrow to this list, as we encountered numbers unprec-
edented for a coastal location. Conversely, several migrant species that are 
common on the mainland appear to be less so on Santa Barbara Island, 
such as swallows, Townsend’s Warbler, and the Golden-crowned Sparrow. 
In addition to western breeding species, we recorded numerous vagrants 
originating from central and eastern North America.

While additional data for any period of the fall migration will have value, 
the greatest priority for future research should be given to periods not cov-
ered by our study. Evidently some migrants from the interior, such as the 
Black-chinned and Black-throated Sparrows, are most regular in late August 
and early September, and this is when many common migrant species first 
appear. Although our study addressed the period between mid-September 
and late October, there is a substantial gap from 29 September to 11 Octo-
ber, which is typically one of the most productive periods of fall migration, 
on the basis of records for San Clemente Island and the mainland coast of 
southern California. Visits from late October to mid-November would likely 
be productive for determining the peak migration period for species such 
as longspurs, sparrows, and blackbirds.

Further data on more regular migrants may indicate if any species are 
following a route directly across the Southern California Bight rather than 
along the mainland coast. Data from Santa Barbara Island may also be able 
to demonstrate more precise migration periods for species that are common 
residents on the mainland, such as Brewer’s Blackbird, Spotted Towhee, 
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Song Sparrow, and Red-winged Blackbird, because there is no need to dif-
ferentiate between residents and migrants. Further weather data and their 
correlation with arrivals of migrants are needed to clarify which species are 
associated most with particular atmospheric conditions.
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ABSTRACT: The Cactus Wren (Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus) is a polytypic 
species widespread in the southwestern U.S. and northern Mexico. Though closer 
in plumage characteristics to the desert subspecies anthonyi, populations resident in 
coastal sage scrub and alluvial fan scrub on the coastal slope of Los Angeles County 
occupy an ecological niche more similar to that of the more southerly subspecies 
sandiegensis. Because of fragmentation of habitat associated with urbanization, the 
populations on southern California’s coastal slope are almost entirely isolated from 
those of the deserts, and apparently from each other. They are declining precipitously 
for reasons not entirely understood but certainly related to loss, fragmentation, and 
degradation of suitable habitat. In 2009, we organized a volunteer effort to map the 
entire population on the coastal slope of Los Angeles County and found 155 active, 
accessible territories. With the addition of scattered groups believed to occupy inac-
cessible areas, our maximum estimate for the county is around 200 pairs, most of 
them in the eastern San Gabriel Valley. We also document the loss of several historical 
populations in the area and present a revised distribution map for the Los Angeles 
area indicating connectivity among extant populations.

The San Diego Cactus Wren (Campylorhynchos brunneicapillus sandi-
egensis) is a California bird species of special concern (Unitt 2008), affording 
it some measure of protection under the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA). Coastal populations of the Cactus Wren north of southern Or-
ange County occupy the same types of cactus scrub habitats and may show 
plumage characters typical of the San Diego Cactus Wren, but the plumage 
of the population as a whole is closer to that of the desert subspecies C. b. 
anthonyi (Rea and Weaver 1990). Because they are classified as part of a 
widespread subspecies they possess no special status under the law, and 
efforts to list the coastal population as endangered at the federal level have 
been unsuccessful (USFWS 1994). Nevertheless, many land managers and 
regulatory agencies in the region treat all coastal Cactus Wrens as having 
special status under CEQA, and the Cactus Wren has been identified as 
a focal species of large-scale conservation and management plans (e.g., 
County of Orange and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 1996, Dudek and 
Associates 2003, City of Rancho Palos Verdes 2004, LSA Associates, Inc. 
2007). During spring 2009, The Nature Conservancy teamed with Cooper 
and Hamilton to organize a survey team of more than 20 volunteer birders 
to develop a baseline estimate of the number and distribution of the Cactus 
Wren in coastal Los Angeles County. The volunteers mapped and surveyed 
all potentially suitable cactus scrub accessible to the public on the county’s 
coastal slope, making multiple visits to active territories from March through 
June 2009. Volunteers were able to survey all of the known populations, 
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excepting an estimated 30–40 pairs on private lands and within gated 
communities. Here we present an updated distribution and population 
estimate, along with a historical overview of the species’ range and status 
in Los Angeles County.

Systematics and Ecology

Across most of its wide range, the Cactus Wren is a quintessential bird 
of desert scrub. Exceptional are populations of the Pacific coastal slope 
from southeastern Ventura County, California, south to northwestern Baja 
California, Mexico, that occupy cactus-containing variants of sage, bluff, 
and alluvial scrub (Small 1994, Clark and Dodero 2008). Rea (1986) de-
scribed populations on the coastal slope between southern Orange County 
and northwestern Baja California as the San Diego Cactus Wren (C. b. 
sandiegensis), while Rea and Weaver (1990) considered the populations 
farther north on the coastal slope part of the widespread desert subspecies, 
anthonyi. Because of lack of specimens from many areas, the geographic 
limits of sandiegensis remain open to question (Rea and Weaver 1990, Eg-
gert 1996, Atwood and Lerman 2007), and birds from farther north along 
the coast, including Los Angeles County, could ultimately be considered part 
of this taxon (see Hamilton et al. 2011). We use the term “coastal Cactus 
Wren” in reference to the entire population of the coastal slope. 

As recently summarized by Hamilton et al. (2011), coastal Cactus Wrens 
are wholly confined to extensive stands of mature prickly-pear (Opuntia 
spp.) or cholla (Cylindropuntia spp.), mainly below 600 m elevation, 
though records range up to approximately 950 m. The birds are extremely 
sedentary, highly susceptible to extirpation, and presumably isolated from 
desert populations, a situation that has been recognized for nearly a century 
(Dawson 1923, Grinnell and Miller 1944). Unlike in Arizona, where the 
Cactus Wren is characterized as having an “adaptable nature [that] allows 
it to nest regularly in residential neighborhoods and parks” (Wise-Gervais 
2005), the coastal Cactus Wren is essentially confined to wild lands or to 
sites bordering large tracts of open space. The species may persist in small 
habitat patches within suburban development, where high-density residential 
neighborhoods alternate with “fingers” or islands of open space on steep 
hillsides, but it is highly prone to extirpation from such areas and unlikely 
to recolonize them quickly, if ever (Soulé et al. 1988, Crooks et al. 2001). 

METHODS

Prior to the start of the survey, we reviewed the literature to establish 
where Cactus Wrens had been observed or collected on the coastal slope of 
Los Angeles County, drawing from such sources as the Los Angeles County 
Breeding Bird Atlas data (K. L. Garrett and L. W. Allen unpubl. data) and 
records of nests and specimens from several museums and the Western 
Foundation for Vertebrate Zoology (Table 1). We used Google Earth Pro to 
search for suitable habitat, identifiable from the distinct signature in aerial 
photographs of large cactus patches (grass-green, roughly circular areas 
within coastal scrub and chaparral, typically on south-facing slopes or along 
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washes below approximately 950 m). After soliciting volunteers from on-line 
birding listserves, we selected more than 20 experienced observers to serve 
as lead volunteers. We sent each lead volunteer aerial images of potentially 
suitable cactus patches and instructed them to drive around the neighbor-
hoods checking for access points for future surveys.

Survey methods were similar to those developed for Cactus Wren surveys 
conducted throughout the Nature Reserve of Orange County (Mitrovich and 
Hamilton 2007). The first step was to map all habitat potentially suitable 
for the Cactus Wren. This entailed using an aerial photograph to outline all 
areas of cactus scrub judged capable of supporting nesting Cactus Wrens 
(i.e., stands with at least some cactus plants ≥1 m tall). We divided large, 
contiguous areas of cactus scrub—areas capable of supporting more than 
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Table 1 Summary of Coastal Cactus Wren Specimens, Nests, and Egg Sets 
from Los Angeles County.

Region and nearest city/feature
No. nests/egg 
sets (WFVZ)

No. specimens, 
nests, and egg sets 

(institutions other than 
WFVZ) Years

San Gabriel Valley/foothills
Alhambra 4 0 1896–1923
Arcadia 2 12 1900–1918
Azusa 8 5 1906–1940
Bassett 3 0 1936
Claremont 24 23 1894–1921
Monrovia 2 0 1902–1903
Pasadenaa 3 20 1896–1908
Puente Hills/San Jose Hills 15 2 1887–1977
San Gabriel 0 1 1890

Los Angeles/coast
Baldwin Hills 3 3 1928–1964
“Los Angeles” 16 0 1880–1904
Palos Verdes 0 1 1996

San Fernando Valley
Big Tujunga Wash 6 39 1890–1930
Burbankb 4 2 1902–1911
North Hollywoodc 0 8 1913–1917
San Fernando 1 42 1893–1911
“San Fernando Valley” 22 22 1885–1921
Sun Valleyd 39 0 1895–1914
Van Nuyse 1 5 1902–1915

Santa Clara River valley
Castaic 4 0 1910–1916
Mint Canyon 17 0 1936–1942

aIncludes “Arroyo Seco.”
bIncludes “Toluca (Lake).”
cIncludes “Lankershim.”
dIncludes “Roscoe.”
eIncludes “Garnsey.”
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one pair of Cactus Wrens—into multiple sites. In such areas, we typically 
defined survey areas by ridgelines or drainages, with a goal of minimizing 
the likelihood of Cactus Wrens moving between sites (i.e., maximizing in-
dependence of sites).

We then assigned each site to a “cactus scrub type” on the basis of its 
extent and the quality of its cactus resources:

Type 1: Highest quality. Site includes at least 1.0 contiguous acre (0.4 
hectare) with ≥20% estimated cover of mature cactus (generally ≥1 m tall). 
Site may also include habitat with sparser cactus cover.

Type 2: Site covers ≥1.0 acre. Well-developed cactus patches may be 
present, but site does not include 1.0 contiguous acre with ≥20% estimated 
cover of mature cactus (generally ≥1 m tall).

Type 3: Site (a) covers less than 1.0 acre and (b) includes at least one 
cholla plant ≥1 m tall. Density of cactus within the polygon is irrelevant.

Type 4: Small, isolated stands of mature cactus without cholla. Site (a) 
covers less than an acre and (b) does not include at least one cholla plant 
≥1 m tall. Density of cactus within the polygon is irrelevant.

Surveyors were instructed to first map all Type 1 and Type 2 stands and 
to search them for Cactus Wrens and their nests; where nests were found, 
surveyors recorded whether they appeared to be old or fresh. As time permit-
ted, surveyors also mapped Type 3 and Type 4 stands near the higher-quality 
stands, with the thought that birds could be using suboptimal stands nearby 
if they were in the vicinity of the larger patches.

After the initial mapping, the observers visited all Type 1 and Type 2 
stands three to seven times during March and April, the peak months for 
territory establishment, to search for wrens and their nests, and to refine 
the initial mapping of cactus scrub. Sites were dropped from the survey if 
wrens or their nests were not detected after three visits. This made the best 
use of volunteers’ time and avoided potential population overestimates that 
could result from double-counting any territories established mid-season by 
birds dispersing from sites occupied earlier.

As part of a separate study, Hamilton mapped and surveyed public lands 
on the Palos Verdes Peninsula twice between 5 March and 19 May 2009. 
These were focused Cactus Wren surveys that employed techniques com-
parable to those described here but also included broadcast recordings of 
Cactus Wren vocalizations to elicit responses from birds (as authorized under 
a memorandum of understanding with the California Department of Fish 
and Game). The broadcast of vocalizations likely made up for any possible 
decrease in detections of wrens in this area relative to other sites resulting 
from the reduced number of surveys. The results we report for the Palos 
Verdes Peninsula are from these surveys.

 In spring 2011, Cooper found a small population of Cactus Wrens on 
private land in the Industry Hills, an isolated range in the central San Gabriel 
Valley that was not surveyed during 2009; we incorporate results from this 
site with those from 2009. Our survey teams were denied access to the 
Montebello Hills, an oil field on the southern edge of the San Gabriel Valley 
that has been proposed for residential housing, but we believe that every 
other substantial population on the coastal slope of Los Angeles County 
was surveyed.
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RESULTS

Current Distribution

Reflecting results of the surveys in 2009 and supplemental observations 
in 2011, Figure 1 shows the current distribution of the Cactus Wren on the 
coastal slope of Los Angeles County, as well as locations where the species 
is now extirpated. We estimate the total population on the coastal slope of 
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Figure 1. Current and historical distribution of the Cactus Wren on the coastal slope 
of Los Angeles County. Populations persist in three main areas: the San Gabriel 
Valley (at right), the Palos Verdes Peninsula (bottom), and Big Tujunga Wash (top).
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Los Angeles County is currently 155–193 pairs (Table 2). The great major-
ity of Cactus Wren territories (122–167, or 79–87% of the total) occur in 
the eastern San Gabriel Valley, in an area extending from the Puente Hills 
(Whittier/Hacienda Heights to Diamond Bar/Pomona) north through the 
San Jose Hills (San Dimas and Walnut) and up to the base of the San Ga-
briel Mountains from Azusa east through Glendora to San Dimas (including 
South Hills Park in Glendora and Santa Fe Dam in Irwindale). In our 2009 
survey, all but two territories in the San Gabriel Valley were found east of 
the San Gabriel River. On the basis of our review of a biological report avail-
able to the public (Natural Resource Consultants 2009) and observations 
made from adjacent public lands, few territories appear to remain in the 
Montebello Hills. That population, together with any additional territories 
that may exist in other inaccessible areas (especially in the Glendora–San 
Dimas foothills), accounts for up to 37 pairs that could not be confirmed 
during our 2009 census.

Approximately 28 pairs (14–15% of the total) were mapped on the Palos 
Verdes Peninsula in 2009. The birds occurred in groups of up to five pairs 
each, clustered on the southwestern edge of the peninsula. While follow-up 
surveys of the same areas by Cooper in subsequent years yielded similar 
results, several additonal pairs, not included in the 2009 estimate, were 
discovered at a new preserve here in 2012. Nearly all cactus scrub on the 

Table 2 Summary of Cactus Wren Territories, Confirmed and Estimated, 
on the Coastal Slope of Los Angeles County, 2009–2011.

 Occupied territories (2009 survey)

Region and subregion Nearest cities Documented
Estimated 
(additional) Total

San Gabriel Valley/foothills
Montebello Hills Montebello 0 2 2

Puente Hills, West
Whittier, La 

Habra Heights 23 4 27

Puente Hills, East
Diamond Bar, 

Pomona 38 0 38
San Gabriel foothills, incl. 

South Hills Park
Glendora, San 

Dimas, Azusa 24 19 43

San Jose Hills,
Industry Hills

San Dimas, 
Walnut, Cal 
Poly Pomona 27 12a 39

Santa Fe Dam Irwindale 10 0 10
Los Angeles/coast

Palos Verdes

Rancho Palos 
Verdes, 
Rolling Hills 28 0 28

San Fernando Valley

Big Tujunga Wash
Los Angeles 

(Tujunga) 5 1 6
Santa Clara River valley Santa Clarita 0 0 0
Total 155 38 193

aIncludes four pairs estimated for Industry Hills, discovered in 2011.
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peninsula has been set aside as protected open space, managed by the Palos 
Verdes Peninsula Land Conservancy.

Six territories (3–4% of the total) were along Big Tujunga Wash, in the 
northeastern San Fernando Valley, all but one located along a 2-km stretch 
of wash east of the Hansen Dam Recreation Area (Department of Recre-
ation and Parks, city of Los Angeles), west of Interstate 210. Because of the 
relatively limited extent of cactus habitat and the large amount of time our 
volunteers devoted to repeatedly hiking and inspecting all areas of potential 
cactus habitat along the wash, we are also confident of this estimate.

Adjacent to but outside Los Angeles County (and therefore not included in 
this analysis), our volunteers also mapped 12 territories in the west Coyote 
Hills in Fullerton, Orange County (within Ward Nature Park). We estimate 
that the entire Coyote Hills support approximately 26 territories, roughly 
half of which are located in an active oil field closed to the public.

Habitats Used

We found Cactus Wrens primarily in three distinct habitat types on the 
coastal slope of Los Angeles County. Most pairs occupied very large patches 
of cactus scrub on low hills surrounding the inland valleys, often on marine 
deposits on southern or western exposures. In these areas, the main cactus 
species were native prickly-pears (Opuntia littoralis, O. oricola), some-
times hybridized with non-native mission cactus (O. ficus-indica). Important 
co-dominants included California buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum), 
California sagebrush (Artemisia californica), black sage (Salvia mellifera), 
laurel sumac (Malosma laurina), and blue elderberry (Sambucus nigra ssp. 
caerulea).

On the Palos Verdes Peninsula, most Cactus Wrens used a form of coastal 
bluff scrub dominated by prickly-pear and/or coastal cholla (Cylindropuntia 
prolifera); frequent co-dominants included California sagebrush, California 
encelia (Encelia californica), ashy-leaf buckwheat (Eriogonum cinereum), 
and lemonade berry (Rhus integrifolia).

Finally, limited numbers of wrens were found in alluvial scrub with cane 
cholla (Cylindropuntia californica var. parkeri; formerly Opuntia parryi) 
and various sandy-wash plants such as yerba santa (Eriodictyon spp.). 
Stands of alluvial fan scrub are now essentially limited to Big Tujunga Wash 
upstream of Hansen Dam and the San Gabriel River wash (mainly upstream 
of Santa Fe Dam), but this community formerly occurred along the Santa 
Clara River and its tributaries and was also likely more widespread in the 
San Gabriel Valley. Early records of the Cactus Wren from San Gabriel and 
the Arroyo Seco (Pasadena) probably refer to birds in alluvial scrub habitat 
that is now lost (though occasional reports of single birds continue from the 
Arroyo Seco near Devil’s Gate dam; see www.ebird.org).

Historical Distribution

During the late 1800s and early 1900s, Cactus Wrens were collected at 
several locations on the coastal slope of Los Angeles County subsequently 
lost to development or habitat conversion (loss of cactus scrub, typically 
through repeated wildfire). Grinnell (1898) considered the Cactus Wren a 
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“common resident locally on cactus covered washes in the mesa regions” 
of Los Angeles County (“mesa” here refers to the gently sloping lands at 
the base of the San Gabriel Mountains). By the middle of the 20th century, 
populations were known from scattered locales in the San Fernando and San 
Gabriel valleys (Willett 1933, Grinnell and Miller 1944). Specimens and egg 
sets, the latter in the Western Foundation of Vertebrate Zoology (WFVZ), 
indicate that the historical range probably included most of the eastern San 
Fernando Valley (specimens from Burbank, San Fernando, Toluca Lake, 
etc.), the western San Gabriel Valley (San Gabriel, Pasadena, Arcadia, and 
Monrovia), and the Santa Clara River at Castaic and Mint Canyon (habitat 
now essentially eliminated) (Table 1). A population that persisted in the 
Baldwin Hills near Culver City until the mid-1990s (Molina 2001) appears to 
be extirpated. Oddly, the Palos Verdes peninsula was not listed as a location 
for the species by early (pre-1950) authors and collectors, although Bradley 
(1980) considered the species “fairly common” there; most likely, the birds 
were simply overlooked by early collectors, as territories were in areas that 
would have been remote and very difficult to reach in the early 1900s prior 
to road-building at mid-century.

DISCUSSION

Population Connectivity

Prior to the 2009 census, the Cactus Wren’s range in Los Angeles County 
was poorly represented in published literature, with coastal populations 
alternately depicted as contiguous from Ventura County east through the 
Santa Monica Mountains in the Los Angeles Basin (Garrett and Dunn 1981) 
or extending from Ventura County north and east through the San Gabriel 
Mountains into the western Mojave Desert via Cajon Pass (Solek and Szijj 
2004), neither of which appears to have been the case either historically or in 
recent years. In fact, all populations in Los Angeles County are isolated from 
those in eastern Ventura County to the west (the northernmost extent of the 
species along the coast), though the Ventura County population previously 
extended northeast into northwestern Los Angeles County (to Mint Canyon) 
via the Santa Clara River valley. Today, birds in Ventura County appear to 
be restricted to a narrow band of cactus scrub from near Point Mugu on the 
coast northeast to Moorpark (Cooper and L. S. Hall, unpubl. data).

In Los Angeles County, “interior” Cactus Wrens reach the western edge of 
the Mojave Desert near Acton in upper Soledad Canyon and Agua Dulce on 
the north slope of the San Gabriel Mountains, where they occur in Joshua 
Tree woodland and desert scrub, as cactus is scarce (during the mid-2000s 
one or two pairs were resident briefly in planted Joshua Trees [Yucca brevi-
folia] and prickly-pear near Davenport Road northeast of Santa Clarita, 
fide J. Moore) (see Figure 1). At higher elevations between the coastal and 
the desert slopes of the San Gabriel Mountains, these thorny habitats were 
originally replaced by dense mixed chaparral that is now widely converted 
to annual non-native grassland. These habitats, unsuitable for the Cactus 
Wren, represent an effective barrier at least 20 km wide between the interior 
and coastal-slope populations.
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On the coastal slope of Los Angeles County, Cactus Wrens have always 
occupied more or less isolated patches of mature, cactus-rich scrub at low 
elevation. Historically, populations were separated from each other by ex-
panses of chaparral, grassland, and other natural habitats that lack cactus. In 
recent decades, extensive clearing for agriculture followed by intensive urban 
sprawl have exacerbated this natural tendency toward isolation of coastal 
Cactus Wren populations. The imposing, east/west-trending San Gabriel 
Mountains clearly represent a major barrier to the birds’ dispersal between 
the desert and coastal-slope populations. To the west, the Santa Susana 
Mountains appear to effectively block the movement of wrens between 
the alluvial scrub of the eastern San Fernando Valley and similar habitat 
in the Santa Clara River valley. Their minimum elevation in this area, ap-
proximately 524 m at Newhall Pass, is toward the upper end of the coastal 
Cactus Wren’s typical elevational range, and the Santa Susanas generally 
lack the tall cactus or other large, spiny vegetation that characterize Cactus 
Wren habitat.

Cactus Wrens of the San Fernando Valley (including Big Tujunga Wash) 
have been similarly isolated from those of the San Gabriel Valley to the east by 
the chaparral-cloaked Verdugo Mountains, Santa Monica Mountains (includ-
ing Griffith Park), and San Rafael Hills. The savanna of valley oak (Quercus 
lobata) that formerly covered the western San Fernando Valley would not 
have supported Cactus Wrens, and expanses of dense chaparral and coast 
live oak (Q. agrifolia) woodland in the Santa Monica Mountains and Simi 
Hills would have inhibited interchange with populations along the coast in 
Ventura County. Cactus Wrens probably did not occur widely on the coastal 
plain toward Santa Monica Bay, which supported mainly coastal prairie and 
riparian scrub, but the birds did find areas of suitable habitat wherever low, 
rocky hills emerged, including in the Baldwin Hills (now extirpated) and on 
the Palos Verdes Peninsula.

Populations in the San Gabriel Valley were likely contiguous with those 
to the south in Orange County, via the Puente–Chino Hills (see Cooper 
2000), and with those in in San Bernardino and western Riverside coun-
ties, via alluvial washes at the base of the San Gabriel and San Bernardino 
mountains, such as San Antonio Creek in Claremont (which supported 
Cactus Wrens until a major fire in 2003, fide D. A. Guthrie), east to Lytle 
Creek and the Santa Ana River wash, where they persist today (fide M. R. 
Aimar). The status of birds east of the upper Santa Ana River toward San 
Gorgonio Pass has been poorly documented and deserves attention, to 
evaluate whether this area might continue to facilitate exchange between 
interior and coastal-slope populations. 

As for the idea that birds on the coastal slope of Los Angeles County nec-
essarily originated in the desert (as is implied by their being classified as part 
of the interior subspecies anthonyi), it seems equally likely that birds moved 
north along the coast from San Diego County/Baja California or that both 
sources are represented. This latter scenario would explain the intermediate 
appearance of birds of at least some coastal-slope populations. For example, 
many birds on the Palos Verdes Peninsula show extensive white barring in the 
tail, consistent with C. b. sandiegensis, but otherwise resemble C. b. anthonyi 
(see Hamilton et al. 2011). Scattered reports of Cactus Wrens on the coastal 
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slope far from known populations lend credence to coastal dispersal. These 
include one along the Santa Ana River in Anaheim, 11–15 August 1992 
(Hamilton and Willick 1996), one at Terminal Island in San Pedro, 7 May 
2007 (N. Am. Birds 61:513), and a description of the species and photograph 
of a nest near Millard Canyon, Pasadena (sent to Cooper in August 2009). 

Conservation Challenges
Coastal populations of the Cactus Wren in Los Angeles County and else-

where in the region have been in decline for at least the past 100 years. 
Willett (1912) remarked on the wren’s apparent disappearance from a site 
near Santa Paula (along the Santa Clara River valley, where now appar-
ently extirpated, fide P. E. Lehman) during the early 20th century, and two 
decades later he (1933) characterized the species as having become “much 
less plentiful” in Ventura County because of large-scale clearing for agricul-
ture. Dawson (1923) memorably expressed concern for the wren’s future 
in an increasingly urbanizing landscape, observing, “The Cactus Wren has 
receded from many parts of the San Diego–Ventura section already, and is 
in danger of being altogether cut off.” 

Of the three remaining populations in Los Angeles County, the San 
Fernando Valley population may have experienced the greatest reduction 
in extent. It is particularly threatened, having been reduced from a large 
area of the eastern valley to just a handful of birds along a limited stretch of 
poorly protected alluvial fan scrub on property in Tujunga Wash managed by 
multiple agencies with limited presence on the ground. Approximately 40% 
of this area’s alluvial scrub habitat was converted to a golf course in the early 
2000s, and today the area is frequented by homeless people who light fires 
and smoke at makeshift campgrounds, often within wren territories (Cooper 
pers. obs.). It may be only a matter of time before this highly isolated popula-
tion (see Table 1) blinks out, as did that of the Baldwin Hills in the 1990s.

Intensive surveys on the Palos Verdes Peninsula from 1993 to 1996 
yielded annual counts in the range of 50–63 breeding pairs of Cactus Wrens 
(Atwood et al. 1996); thus the current estimate of 28 pairs represents a 
halving of this isolated population during the past 15 years or so. Additional 
years of surveys are needed to confirm this decline, which has taken place 
despite the population occurring almost entirely on lands protected and 
managed on behalf of the Cactus Wren and other native scrub species. It 
is conceivable that this population may continue to decline, contract, and 
perhaps even quietly vanish. Similarly, the San Gabriel Valley population, 
which currently extends along the base of the foothills of the San Gabriel 
Mountains from Azusa east to La Verne, once extended west to Pasadena 
and east to Claremont and has therefore contracted in area by about half.

Many pairs of Cactus Wrens occupy lands slated for potential residential 
development, such as in the Montebello Hills, and private property within 
residential neighborhoods, especially in the northeastern San Gabriel Valley. 
Additional pairs occur within zones subjected to aggressive brush-clearing 
for fire control. Indeed, during our 2009 study, observers noted various 
factors such as a recent fire that killed cactus plants outright, clearing for 
brush control (by machine, hand, and goats), and invasion of cactus patches 
by both non-native and native plants. 
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It seems likely that continued misunderstanding over the distribution and 
systematics of Cactus Wrens on the coastal slope of Los Angeles County, 
at least some of which exhibit a mix of both coastal and desert plumage 
characters, contributed to a perception that these populations are secure 
(like those of the abundant and widespread subspecies anthonyi) or that 
their numbers would continually be “replenished” by birds from the desert. 
In turn, coastal Cactus Wrens have received less attention and less protection 
than has the California Gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica californica), a 
listed taxon that is much more plentiful than the wren on the coastal slope 
of southern California and less threatened by wildfires. As Rea and Weaver 
(1990) observed more than two decades ago, by the time the coastal Cactus 
Wren’s plight in the region is widely acknowledged, it may be too late to 
effectively conserve its remaining populations.

Fortunately, Cactus Wren populations are persisting within several large 
protected areas on the coastal slope of Los Angeles County, including 
lands managed by the Puente Hills Habitat Conservation and Preservation 
Authority in the western Puente Hills, Frank G. Bonelli Regional Park in 
San Dimas (County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation), 
the Santa Fe Dam Recreation Area in Irwindale (County of Los Angeles 
Department of Parks and Recreation), and in South Hills Park in Glendora 
(city of Glendora). Recent experience on the Palos Verdes Peninsula and at 
other large open-space reserves elsewhere in the region, however, is that 
the setting aside of even extensive tracts of cactus scrub may be inadequate 
to conserve populations of coastal Cactus Wrens over the long term, largely 
because of the potential for wildfires to destroy extensive stands of cactus, 
the very slow regrowth of those stands, and the wren’s limited capacity to 
recolonize isolated cactus stands (see Hamilton et al. 2011).

Other possible problems, which may be related to fire damage, include 
dense growth of non-native grasses and weeds in the understory of cactus 
scrub (which appears to interefere with the wrens’ ability to forage effectively 
on the ground) and a recent dramatic increase in the regional breeding 
population of Cooper’s Hawk (Accipiter cooperii), a potential wren predator 
regularly observed hunting near cactus scrub. Research into some of these 
issues is continuing, as is a study of the genetics and systematics of the Cactus 
Wren across the coastal slope of southern California, and population census/
mapping efforts are taking place throughout the region. The 2009 census 
of wren territories across Los Angeles County establishes a current baseline 
by which future population changes may be measured and exemplifies the 
important contributions that volunteers can make toward these urgent and 
ambitious campaigns to save the Cactus Wren in this region.
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ABSTRACT: The California Bird Records Committee reached decisions on 244 
individuals of 79 species and two species pairs documented since the 35th report (Pyle 
et al. 2011a), endorsing 170 of them. The Eastern Whip-poor-will (Antrostomus 
vociferus) was added to the California state list, bringing the total accepted to 644 
species, 10 of which are non-native. Notable records of the Ivory Gull (Pagophila ebur-
nea), Black-tailed Gull (Larus crassirostris), and Great-winged Petrel (Pterodroma 
macroptera) are detailed in this report. At its 2012 annual meeting, the committee 
removed the Trumpeter Swan (Cygnus buccinator) and Yellow-throated Warbler 
(Setophaga dominica) from its review list.

This 36th report of the California Bird Records Committee (hereafter CBRC 
or the committee), a formal standing committee of Western Field Ornitholo-
gists, summarizes decisions on 207 records of 79 species and two species 
pairs involving 244 individuals. We accepted 156 of the 207 records, involv-
ing 170 individuals of 68 species and two species pairs, for an acceptance 
rate of 75%. We consider 18 records to represent returning or continuing 
birds. Forty-seven reports of 28 species were not accepted because the iden-
tification was not substantiated, and four reports of three species were not 
accepted because the natural occurrence was not substantiated. Reports of 
multiple individuals together are given the same record number for purposes 
of review; the committee reports the total number of accepted individuals, 
which may be greater than the number of accepted records. Although the 
majority of the records in this report pertain to birds documented in 2010, 
the period covered spans the years 1974 through 2011.

Highlights of this report include the first acceptance to the California state 
list of the recently split Eastern Whip-poor-will (Antrostomus vociferus), 
the second state record of the Ivory Gull (Pagophila eburnea), the third 
state records of the Great-winged Petrel (Pterodroma macroptera) and 
Black-tailed Gull (Larus crassirostris), notable records of the Wedge-rumped 
Storm-Petrel (Oceanodroma tethys), Elf Owl (Micrathene whitneyi), and 
Brown Shrike (Lanius cristatus), and the first record of breeding of the 
White-eyed Vireo (Vireo griseus). The committee has recently accepted first 
California records of the Common Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula) and 
Common Snipe (Gallinago gallinago), the details of which will be published 
in the next CBRC report. In addition, the committee is currently reviewing 
potential first state records of the Taiga/Tundra Bean-Goose (Anser fabalis/
serrirostris) and Common Crane (Grus grus).

Species account headings are organized with English and scientific names 
first, followed in parentheses by the total number of accepted state records 
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(number of individuals) and the number of new records accepted in this 
report. Following the heading are accounts for records accepted (as ap-
plicable), followed by records not accepted—identification not established 
and records not accepted—natural occurrence questionable (as applicable). 
An asterisk (*) preceding the species’ name indicates that the species is no 
longer reviewed by the CBRC. A double asterisk (**) following the number 
of accepted state records indicates that the species has been reviewed for a 
restricted time span so the number of accepted records does not represent 
the total number of records for the state. Date ranges for each record are 
those accepted by the CBRC, and instances where these differ from those 
published in North American Birds are indicated with italics. A dagger 
(†) following an observer’s initials indicates submission of a photograph, 
(S) indicates submission of a sketch, (§) indicates submission of an audio 
recording, (‡) indicates submission of a video, and (#) precedes a specimen 
number. The absence of a symbol following the observer's initials indicates 
the submission of a sight record alone. Additional details regarding minutiae 
of formatting and abbreviations may be found in previous CBRC reports, 
available at www.californiabirds.org/, and in Hamilton et al. (2007). Also 
available at the website is the California bird list, the review list, committee 
news, recent photos of rare birds in California, the CBRC’s bylaws, a form 
for querying the CBRC database, and all annual reports from 1996 through 
2009. Age terminology follows that used by Hamilton et al. (2007). In this 
annual report we revert to the format of Pike and Compton (2010) and 
previous reports while recognizing that the information in the tabular format 
of Pyle et al. (2011a) can be accessed online via the update to Rare Birds 
of California (Hamilton et al. 2007) available at www.californiabirds.org/
cbrc_book/update.pdf.

Observers are encouraged to submit documentation for all species on the 
CBRC’s review list, sending it to Guy McCaskie, CBRC secretary, P. O. Box 
275, Imperial Beach, CA 91933-0275 (e-mail: secretary@californiabirds.
org). Documentation of all CBRC records is archived at the Western Foun-
dation of Vertebrate Zoology, 439 Calle San Pablo, Camarillo, CA 93012, 
and is available for public review.

SPECIES ACCOUNTS

*TRUMPETER SWAN Cygnus buccinator (96, 7). Two family groups, including 
two adults with two first-winter birds and an adult with two first-winter birds, were 
in the Surprise Valley south of Eagleville, MOD, 31 Dec 2010 (SCR†; 2011-035). 
IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTABLISHED: A report of a first-spring swan from Modoc 
N.W.R., MOD, 19 Mar 2009 (2009-064) went several rounds in the committee, but 
most members ultimately thought that the description did not adequately rule out a 
first-spring Tundra Swan (C. columbianus). A first-winter swan reported at the in-
tersection of highways 108 and 395, MNO, 15–19 Nov 2010 (2010-152) showed 
characteristics of a first-winter Tundra Swan. Identification of lone first-year swans 
is very difficult, and a better study of the head and bill would have been needed for 
these birds to be confirmed as the Trumpeter. NATURAL OCCURRENCE QUES-
TIONABLE: A first-spring Trumpeter Swan at Auburn Regional Park, PLA, 6–9 Apr 
2009 (RPe†; RPot, SR†; EP; 2009-122) was accepted on the first round of voting, 
but when it returned the following year with another bird 17 Feb–23 Mar 2010 
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(RPe†; 2010-014), local birders provided information about a waterfowl breeder who 
might have released Trumpeters nearby, convincing the committee that these were 
likely escapees, and both records were rejected on the basis of questionable natural 
occurrence. The committee reviews records of the Trumpeter Swan through 2011.

ARCTIC LOON Gavia arctica (7, 0). IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTABLISHED: 
One reported at Stone Lagoon, HUM, 24 Nov 2010–2 Jan 2011 (2010-186) was 
not well documented, and some of the original observers retracted their support 
for the record after submitting it. The photos show a loon with some white on the 
flanks, but the white is toward the center instead of near the thighs. Nothing else in 
the description rules out the Pacific Loon (G. pacifica). One at Dillon Beach, MRN, 
31 Dec 2010–1 Jan 2011 (2010-187) received mild support in the first round but 
did not pass a second round of voting. The sketches of the bird are suggestive of 
an Arctic Loon, but again, the white was more prominent on the sides than on the 
rear flanks. Pacific Loons often show white sides that extend highest in the middle. 
See Reinking and Howell (1993) and Birch and Lee (1997) for a discussion of the 
identification of the Arctic and Pacific loons.

YELLOW-BILLED LOON Gavia adamsii (88, 4). The four new accepted records 
are of one at L. Havasu, SBE, 28 Mar 2002 (TABe†; 2010-133), which was thought 
to be the same bird as one seen on the Arizona side of the lake 1 Feb–13 Apr 2002 
(Rosenberg et al. 2007), one at Castaic Lagoon, LA, 8 Mar–30 Apr 2010 (JA†; AA†, 
MSanM†, LSa†, WTF†, ABL†; 2010-023; photo in N. Am. Birds 64:498), an adult 
in breeding plumage flying past Pt. Piedras Blancas, SLO, 8 May 2010 (RiR; 2010-
054), and one first-winter individual moving between the Berkeley Pier, the Alameda 
shoreline, and the Hayward Regional Shoreline, ALA/CC, 26 Nov 2010–5 Jan 2011 
(BP†, BMa†, LT†, SBT†, AD†, MN, BR; 2010-155). IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTAB-
LISHED: Reports that lacked sufficient documentation were of two together at O’Neill 
Forebay, MER, 14 Nov 2008 (2008-199), single birds at Pt. Piedras Blancas, SLO, 
21 Apr 2010 (2010-052) and 5 May 2010 (2010-053), and three together at the 
latter location 22 May 2010 (2010-055). Given the difficulty of identification of distant 
and flying first-year loons, the committee believes that the extraordinary number of 
Yellow-billed Loons reported from the latter location over the years requires further 
documentation, in the form either of multiple-observer sightings or photographs. 

SHORT-TAILED ALBATROSS Phoebastria albatrus (32**, 1). One in its first 
fall was photographed 48 km west-southwest of Bodega Head, SON, 20 Nov 2010 
(DSS†, TMcG†, GT†; 2010-153). This species continues to be found increasingly 
in California waters, where it is now annual. The committee reviews records of the 
Short-tailed Albatross from 1900 onward. 

GREAT-WINGED PETREL Pterodroma macroptera (3, 1). One was well photo-
graphed and observed by many over Cabrillo Canyon, roughly 29 km southwest of 
Santa Cruz, SCZ, 18 Sep 2010 (DBr†, DSS†, RW, MVe†; 2010-104; color photo 
on the cover of W. Birds 42:1; color photo in N. Am. Birds 65:197). This is only the 
third record for California, and it falls seasonally between the previous two records, 
21 Jul–24 Aug 1996 (1996-133, 1997-068, Rottenborn and Morlan 2000) and 
18 Oct 1998 (1998-163, Rogers and Jaramillo 2002). Like the other two recorded 
in California, this bird showed the pale face typical of the subspecies P. m. gouldi, 
which is sometimes elevated to species status (Howell 2012).

HAWAIIAN PETREL Pterodroma sandwichensis (13, 1). One 16 km southwest 
of Ft. Bragg, MEN, 15 Aug 2010 (PP†, SBT†; 2010-087; photos in N. Am. Birds 
65:157) fit well with the pattern of occurrence established by this species. Twelve of 
13 accepted records have fallen between 15 Jul and 6 Sep, with 10 of those in August. 
This individual showed head and other markings allowing identification to species (see 
below; Force et al. 2007, Pyle et al. 2011b). Satellite tracking has revealed Hawai-
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ian Petrels tagged on Maui reaching California waters, and the species may in fact 
be a regular component of California’s offshore avifauna (Adams and Flora 2010). 

GALAPAGOS/HAWAIIAN PETREL Pterodroma phaeopygia/sandwichensis 
(24, 3). Three sightings were accepted as this pair of species difficult to distinguish 
from each other (see Force et al. 2007). One 289 km southwest of San Clemente 
I., LA, 4 Apr 2010 (GSM; 2010-037) had some support as a Hawaiian Petrel, but 
the majority of the committee believed that the details did not conclusively support 
the species-level identification. One 61 km southwest of Salt Pt. S.P., SON, 30 Apr 
2010 (TSHa, RMe; 2010-051) was seen well enough to be acceptable as the species 
pair. One 101 km southwest of Pt. Sur, MTY, 25 Jul 2010 (PP; 2010-074) better 
fit the late-summer pattern of occurrence typical of this species pair but was also not 
seen well enough for species identification. IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTABLISHED: 
Six reports from experienced observers aboard offshore research vessels were not 
adequately documented to establish the species pair: one 327 km west of Pt. Saint 
George, DN, 12 Aug 2008 (2009-016), one 319 km west of Cape Mendocino, 
HUM, 22 Sep 2008 (2009-017), one 332 km west of Cape Mendocino, HUM, 22 
Sep 2008 (2009-018), one 190 km southwest of Pt. Arguello, SBA, 14 Apr 2010 
(2010-038), one 218 km west-southwest of Pt. Arguello, SBA, 16 Apr 2010 (2010-
039), and one 40 km west of Pt. Arena, MEN, 30 Apr 2010 (2010-071). 

STEJNEGER’S PETREL Pterodroma longirostris (9, 1). One was 148 km south-
west of Pt. Conception, SBA, 14 Apr 2010 (GSM; 2010-036). This spring record falls 
outside of the window of occurrence for the other eight California records, which are 
about evenly split between July and mid-October to mid-November. IDENTIFICATION 
NOT ESTABLISHED: The report of one 282 km west-southwest of Punta Gorda, 
HUM, 21 Oct 2008 (2009-031) was likely correct, but the documentation was not 
strong enough to support it.

STREAKED SHEARWATER Calonectris leucomelas (18, 0). IDENTIFICATION 
NOT ESTABLISHED: One reported on Monterey Bay, MTY, 9 Sep 2010 (2010-100) 
was seen briefly by only a few people aboard an organized pelagic trip, and while the 
majority of the committee believed that the bird was likely correctly identified, there 
was not enough detail in the documentation to support the report.

GREAT SHEARWATER Puffinus gravis (8, 1). One photographed at Cordell Bank 
and vicinity, MRN/SON, 26 Apr 2010 (SNGH†; KS; 2010-035; photo in N. Am. 
Birds 64:493) represents the first spring record for California. The previous seven 
records are spread widely through the fall and winter.

WEDGE-RUMPED STORM-PETREL Oceanodroma tethys (8, 1). One was photo-
graphed with a large flock of Least (O. microsoma) and Black (O. melania) storm-
petrels southeast of 30-Mile Bank off San Clemente I., LA, 2 Oct 2010 (JSF†, WTH†, 
PEL, MSa†; 2010-120; Figure 1). Although the bird was not seen well in the field, an 
excellent series of photographs allowed the committee to assess key field marks, and 
the record was accepted unanimously. California’s only specimen is of the southern 
breeding subspecies O. t. kelsalli (Yadon 1970). This record falls at the tail end of 
the expected window of occurrence, in early October. The date span for seven of the 
eight state records is 23 Jul–9 Oct; one winter record—the only one for California 
and North America—is of a bird found in a backyard in Carmel, MTY, 21 Jan 1969 
(1977-123, Yadon 1970).

MAGNIFICENT FRIGATEBIRD Fregata magnificens (12**, 2). Because of a 
decrease in records since 2000, the CBRC added this species back to the review list 
in 2009, after a hiatus of 35 years. A juvenile was photographed being chased by 
Common Ravens (Corvus corax) at Sutro Park in San Francisco, SF, 13 Jan 2010 
(JMs†; 2010-006; photo in N. Am. Birds 64-646), and another juvenile was near 
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San Clemente and Carlsbad, ORA/SD, 28–29 Jun 2010 (BF†; MJB†, GMcC, MSa†; 
2010-063). 

MASKED BOOBY Sula dactylatra (15, 1). An adult seen at China Pt., San Cle-
mente I., LA, 10 Jul 2010 (RLS S, AEW; 2010-069) was satisfactorily substantiated 
by a beautiful sketch.

MASKED/NAZCA BOOBY Sula dactylatra/granti (10, 2). A one-year-old indi-
vidual 22 km west-southwest of Pt. Loma, SD, 23 Jul 2010 (MHS†; 2010-077) was 
just beginning its second prebasic molt yet was not showing characters definitive of 
either species. A juvenile at Nine-Mile Bank off Pt. Loma, SD, 29 Aug 2010 (BJS†; 
2010-090) was thought to be a different individual.

BLUE-FOOTED BOOBY Sula nebouxii (112, 2). Two birds found dead at the 
Salton Sea were photographed but not collected: an adult at Red Hill, IMP, 21 Dec 
2009 (OJ†; 2009-242) and a first-winter bird at Obsidian Butte, IMP, 26 Dec 2009 
(ES†; 2010-020). These two records followed an influx of at least 15 immature 
Blue-footed Boobies at the Salton Sea during late summer and fall 2009 (see CBRC 
records 2009-139, 2009-159, 2009-201, and 2009-211; Pyle et al. 2011a). The 
committee ultimately accepted the second bird (2010-020) as a new individual while 
admitting that there was no way to be certain if it was the same as any of the previous 
15 individuals from summer/fall 2009. 

*BROWN BOOBY Sula leucogaster (122, 1). A first-winter bird at Estero Bay 
near Morro Rock, SLO, 20 Dec 1997 (BB; TME; 2010-132) adds to California’s 
long list of records for this species. The identification was not in question, but some 
committee members thought that the bird could have been the same as the one at 
San Simeon, SLO, 19 Jan 1998 (1998-054, Erickson and Hamilton 2001). As is 
often the case with “same bird” issues, a definitive conclusion could not be drawn, and 
thus this record is treated as representing a new individual. The committee reviews 
records of Brown Booby through 2007.

RED-FOOTED BOOBY Sula sula (18, 0). NATURAL OCCURRENCE QUES-
TIONABLE: One in its first fall landed on a sport-fishing boat in Mexican waters, 
then rode into San Diego Bay, 29–30 Sep 2008 (JMcD†; DWA†, TABl, DK, JWl†; 
2008-126). The identification was not in question, but the committee had a difficult 
time reaching a consensus on “natural occurrence,” given the bird’s behavior. The 
decision was made to reject the record on grounds of questionable natural occurrence, 
to stay in keeping with the decision made on the state’s only report so far of the Nazca 
Booby (S. granti), which also rode a boat from Mexican waters into San Diego Bay 
(2001-107, Garrett and Wilson 2003). 

NEOTROPIC CORMORANT Phalacrocorax brasilianus (25, 7). Numbers of 
Neotropic Cormorants in California continue to increase, with four new accepted 
records involving seven birds, all from Imperial County: an adult was at Ramer L., 13 
Jun 2010 (KLG†; 2010-057), a two-year-old was at Ramer L., 10 Jul 2010 (DAB†; 
2010-067), up to four adults were at Fig Lagoon near Seeley, 23 Sep–12 Dec 2010 
(GMcC; MJM†, EGK†, MSa†, RBMcN†, JMr†; 2010-108), and one adult was at the 
north end of Lack Rd., Salton Sea, 5 Nov 2010 (GMcC; 2010-139). Four together 
(2010-108) represents a new state high count: one 23 Sep was joined by another 
20 Nov, then two more on 28 Nov.

TRICOLORED HERON Egretta tricolor (58**, 0). IDENTIFICATION NOT ES-
TABLISHED: The report of one at Bolinas Lagoon, MRN, 14–15 May 2010 (2010-
064) was likely correct but lacked the details necessary for verification. The Tricolored 
Heron was added to the California review list in 1990.

YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON Nyctanassa violacea (51, 5). One in its 
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second winter was at Goleta, SBA, 29 Jan–19 Mar 2010 (WTF†; DiR†, DMC†, 
DVP†, OJ†; 2010-008). Two adults were in the San Diego R. flood-control channel, 
SD, 15 May–8 Aug 2010 (RC†, GMcC, DMr†, TABl†, LP†, JP†, BeM†, PEL; 2010-
041). These two adults were considered to be the same birds as those present at the 
same location off and on since 27 Apr 2006 (2006-056, 2007-166, 2008-092, and 
2009-085; Pyle et al. 2011a) and an adult first present at this location 10 May–30 
Jul 2009 (2009-085; Pyle et al. 2011a). One in its second spring at the San Diego 
R. flood-control channel, 15 May–12 Jul 2010 (GMcC, DMr†, JP†, PEL; 2010-042) 
was considered to be the same as a one-year-old seen there 9 Jul–20 Aug 2009 
(2009-112; Pyle et al. 2011a). Three juveniles were in a nest at the Imperial Beach 
Sports Park, Imperial Beach, SD, 14 Aug 2010 (GMcC; MSa†; 2010-086), and a 
juvenile was at Encinitas, SD, 5 Oct 2010 (SBr†; 2010-116). IDENTIFICATION NOT 
ESTABLISHED: The report of an adult at the north end of Poe Road, IMP, 19 Nov 
2010 (2010-151) was likely correct but lacked the necessary documentation, espe-
cially for this unusual inland location. A juvenile night-heron at Malibu Lagoon, LA, 4 
Aug–31 Oct 2010 (CY†; TMcG†, CA†, HK†, KLG, DTi†; 2010-082; Figure 2) was 
endorsed as a hybrid Yellow-crowned × Black-crowned (Nycticorax nycticorax), an 
intergeneric hybrid recorded previously in southern California. A mixed-species pair 
has been successfully producing young in San Diego since 2007 (Platter-Rieger et al. 
2008), and another attempted breeding unsuccessfully at La Jolla, SD, in 1989 and 
1992 (Pyle and McCaskie 1992, Heindel and Patten 1996). A hybrid was collected 
in Arizona in 1951 (Monson and Phillips 1981).

GLOSSY IBIS Plegadis falcinellus (25, 2). Adults were photographed at Sierra 
Valley, PLU, 10 Jun 2010 (RoL†; 2010-060) and at Yolo Basin Wildlife Area near 
Davis, YOL, 25 Jul 2010 (RFo†; 2010-119). Reports of non-adult Glossy Ibis con-
tinue to confound the committee, as does the issue of hybrids between the common 
White-faced Ibis (P. chihi) and the vagrant Glossy Ibis. All reports of non-adult Glossy 
Ibis in California should be supported by extensive photos and written details to allow 
accurate identification to age and species. IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTABLISHED: 
An adult reported at the intersection of Brewer and Kempton roads, SUT, 2 Sep 2008 
(2009-041) was problematic. There was no written documentation, and the bird’s age 
was not clear from the photos provided, making it difficult to identify conclusively. 
While it was perhaps a Glossy, more detail was required for committee support. A 
report of a one-year-old at Mill Cr. in Chino, SBE, 23–24 Jul 2010 (2010-076) was 
also a complicated record to assess. Because of an apparent reddish cast to bird’s 
eyes, a majority of the committee believed that a hybrid could not be ruled out.

BLACK VULTURE Coragyps atratus (4, 1). On the basis of details of molt se-
quence and facial-skin patterns, the committee concluded that four separate records 
represented the same wandering adult. It was first seen in Goleta, SBA, 10–13 Sep 
2009 (HPR†; BKS†, DWA†, CAM†, DMC, MVi†, JLD, MSanM; 2009-156), then at 
Santa Paula, VEN, 29 Nov–4 Dec 2009 (DP†, DVP†, TABe†, CAM†; 2009-221) and 
at L. Casitas and Ojai, VEN, 4 Jan–22 Feb 2010 (JVH†; KEK†, MMe, EL†, DAB; 
2010-016) before returning to the area where it was first seen in 2009 in Goleta, 
SBA, 18 Jul–6 Nov 2010 (NAL†; DMC, RFi, OJ, GMcC, MSa†; 2010-073; photo 
in N. Am. Birds 64:647). This individual represents the first record for both Ventura 
and Santa Barbara counties.

HARRIS’S HAWK Parabuteo unicinctus (53, 3). Always a difficult species to assess 
on the basis of natural occurrence and numbers of individuals, and in this report we 
add three new records. An adult at Aguanga and Warner Springs, RIV/SD, 30 Jun–23 
Nov 2008 (FB†, CSw†, SQ†, EE†, JCH†; 2008-085) was thought to be the same bird 
as that at Dripping Springs Campground and Oak Grove, RIV/SD, 20 Sep 2006–14 
Feb 2007 (2007-044, Heindel and Garrett 2008) and again at Warner Springs, SD, 
15–19 Feb 2010 (MMar, SRS†; 2010-013). Additional adults were at Brawley, IMP, 
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3–18 Jan 2010 (BoM†, PEL; 2010-002), at Yucca Valley, SBE, 2 Apr 2010 (DBr; 
2010-029), and at Borrego Springs, SD, 6–17 Oct 2010 (SBi, PDJ, BJS†, JN†, 
LMD†, EGK†, TRS†; 2010-124). NATURAL OCCURRENCE QUESTIONABLE: 
An adult at El Casco Substation, Beaumont, RIV, 11–13 Nov 2010 (LJ†; 2010-146) 
was thought to be an escapee because it was very approachable. 

CRESTED CARACARA Caracara cheriway (11, 0). The committee concluded that 
three records from 2008 represented the same wandering second-winter individual, 
at Pogonip, SCZ, 27 Feb 2008 (JH†; 2011-187), at Coyote Valley near Morgan Hill, 
SCL, 7 Mar 2008 (RPh†; 2008-041), and at Santa Barbara, SBA, 21 Mar 2008 
(JDa; 2008-080). And that these three records also represented the same individual 
observed in its first winter at Hansen Dam, LA, 29 Jan–1 Feb 2007 and four more 
times in Santa Barbara, Monterey, and San Mateo counties through Jul 2008 (Pike and 
Compton 2010, Pyle and Sullivan 2010, Pyle et al. 2011a, Nelson and Pyle in press). 
On the basis of the bird’s age, molt, flight-feather condition, and pattern of migration 
the committee has recently reviewed and revised the number of records by uniting 
multiple previous records as, instead, multiple records of recognizable individuals. This 
reassessment lowers the total number of Crested Caracaras in California from 32 to 
11 through Oct 2011. For example, age, regional clustering, and behavior patterns 
typical of other individuals in California imply that the first caracara accepted for Cali-
fornia, in Mono County during fall 1987, at the time in its second plumage cycle, was 
the same as the one in its third cycle in Siskiyou County the following fall and winter, 
after which it moved north into Del Norte County and southern Oregon. The same 
criteria, plus lack of overlapping dates, similar patterns of migration, fidelity to certain 
locations, molt, and flight-feather condition were consistent with one first observed in 
Santa Barbara in Oct 2001 in its first cycle, observed 11 more times along the central 
coast (Santa Barbara to San Mateo counties) in its second cycle and 20 more times in 
definitive basic plumage as it traveled up and down the coast from central to California 
to Oregon and back before settling in Del Norte county from 2008 to 2012. This 
analysis not only presents a conservative view of the number of Crested Caracaras to 
have reached California but also greatly clarifies this species’ movement patterns in 
the state and in western North America (Nelson and Pyle in press).

GYRFALCON Falco rusticolus (11, 0). IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTABLISHED: 
One reported at Tule L. N.W.R., SIS, 19 Feb 2010 (2010-017) was at a reasonable 
location for the species in California, and several committee members thought that 
the identification was likely correct, but the brevity of the observation and the lack of 
supporting details caused the committee to withhold support.

PURPLE GALLINULE Porphyrio martinica (5, 2). A juvenile was at the San Ga-
briel R. in Pico Rivera, LA, 2–13 Sep 2010 (NV†; 2010-096), and one in its second 
fall was at the San Gabriel R. at Peck Road, between Pico Rivera and South El Monte, 
LA, 21 Sep–8 Oct 2010 (NV†; JSF†, CAM†, MMe†, RaR†, LJL†, GMcC, SBT†, 
DVP†; 2010-106; photo in N. Am. Birds 65:162). It is remarkable that two birds 
were found at nearly the same location and by the same observer, given this species’ 
rarity in California. It underscores how secretive rallids can be during migration and 
how little we know about their vagrancy.

*AMERICAN GOLDEN-PLOVER Pluvialis dominica (52, 1). One was on the 
east side of Goose L., MOD, 27 Sep 2008 (SCR†; 2009-043). This record went 
three rounds, poor photos and bad lighting of a distant bird causing concern, but 
finally was accepted unanimously. The committee reviews records of the American 
Golden-Plover from 2004 to 2009.

WILSON’S PLOVER Charadrius wilsonia (16, 3). Occurrences of Wilson’s Plover 
seem to be on the rise in California. The three accepted records are of one at the 
Santa Margarita R. mouth, SD, 2 Apr 2010 (JJF; 2010-030), one in partial alternate 
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plumage, possibly a first-spring male, well photographed at Bolsa Chica, ORA, 12–16 
Apr 2010 (LJL†; LS†, MMT†, RHo†; 2010-033; photo in N. Am. Birds 64:498), 
and an adult in alternate plumage at Border Field S.P., SD, 17 Jun 2010 (MSa†; PEL; 
2010-058; photo in N. Am. Birds 64:647). IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTABLISHED: 
The report of one at the San Diego R. mouth, SD, 17 Jun 2010 (2010-059) lacked 
detail sufficient for acceptance.

WOOD SANDPIPER Tringa glareola (1, 0). IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTAB-
LISHED: The report of one at the Ventura County Game Preserve, Port Hueneme, 
VEN, 9 Sep 2010 (2010-102) lacked detail sufficient for acceptance, though several 
committee members believed that the identification was likely correct. As it would 
have represented only the second state record, extensive notes—and preferably 
photos—should support such an observation.

HUDSONIAN GODWIT Limosa haemastica (46, 6). Two adults were at Piute 
Ponds on Edwards Air Force Base near Lancaster, LA, 15–25 May 2010 (KH-L†, 
MSanM†, CY†, CAM†, DC†, JSF†, GMcC; 2010-040; color photo on the cover of 
W. Birds 41:3; photo in N. Am. Birds 64:499), a juvenile was at the Tulare Lake 
Drainage District’s North Evaporation and Nevada ponds just northwest of Corcoran, 
KIN, 22–28 Aug 2010 (MES†; 2010-088), a juvenile was at Ocean Ranch at the Eel 
R. delta, HUM, 5 Sep 2010 (SEM†; 2010-097), one of unknown age was at Arcata 
Marsh, HUM, 6 Sep 2010 (DMx; 2010-129), and a juvenile was at Cock Robin I. at 
the Eel R. estuary, HUM, 6–7 Oct 2010 (SEM†; KMB†; 2010-121).

BAR-TAILED GODWIT Limosa lapponica (38, 2). An adult male was at Camp 
Surf, Imperial Beach, SD, 3–7 Aug 2010 (TABl†; DWA†, GMcC, MSa†; 2010-081) 
and a juvenile was on the Morro Bay sandspit, Los Osos, SLO, 28 Aug–5 Sep 2010 
(JRy; BED†, MDH†, CAM†, BKS†, KJZ†; 2010-091), falling on the early end of 
the expected window for juveniles. Both birds were identified as the Alaska-breeding 
subspecies, L. l. baueri. IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTABLISHED: An alternate-
plumaged bird reported at Little R. S.B. near Arcata, HUM, 12 Jul 2009 (2009-167) 
was ultimately not accepted because of the brevity of the description and concerns 
that the Marbled Godwit (L. fedoa) was not eliminated. 

RED-NECKED STINT Calidris ruficollis (14, 1). An adult was at Morro Bay, SLO, 
10 Jul 2010 (BB; TME, AS; 2010-066). The written details were acceptable even 
in the absence of photos. With the proliferation of digital photography, however, 
California birders should strive to document all reports of stints with photos. IDEN-
TIFICATION NOT ESTABLISHED: A juvenile reported at L. Talawa, DN, 30 Aug 
2007 (2011-005) was determined to be a juvenile Sanderling (C. alba).

LITTLE STINT Calidris minuta (13, 2). Most unusual, an adult was inland at 
Owens L., INY, 6 Aug 2010 (JLD†, SLS; 2010-083) at nearly the same location as 
an adult found the previous year, 29–30 Aug 2009 (2009-142, Pyle et al. 2011a). A 
well-photographed juvenile was at south San Diego Bay, SD, 31 Aug 2010 (MSa†, 
RTP; 2010-101; color photo in N. Am. Birds 65:200; Figure 3). 

LONG-TOED STINT Calidris subminuta (1, 0). IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTAB-
LISHED: The report of a juvenile at Abbott’s Lagoon, MRN, 6 Aug 1996 (2010-
099) lacked detail sufficient for acceptance. Although the committee was intrigued, a 
second record of the Long-toed Stint for California should be supported by extensive 
documentation, including photos.

CURLEW SANDPIPER Calidris ferruginea (39, 1). A molting adult at Seal Beach 
N.W.R., ORA, 7 Nov 2010 (MF†, TD†; 2010-138) retained quite a bit of color below 
for this late date and is the latest adult observed during fall migration in California. 
IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTABLISHED: One reported at the San Diego R. mouth, 
SD, 17 Jan 2010 (2010-098) showed characteristics consistent with a Dunlin (C. 
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alpina), including a thick bill that was only slightly decurved. The rump pattern was 
not seen. There are no winter records of the Curlew Sandpiper for California.

IVORY GULL Pagophila eburnea (2, 1). An adult was at Pismo Beach, SLO, 4–7 
Nov 2010 (MSv†, LH†S, CAM†, MJM†, GMcC, SHM†, VM†, BKS†, JMr†, SLS†, 
MEa†; 2010-136; Figure 4; color photo on the cover of W. Birds 42:2; color photos 
in N. Am. Birds 65:200). California’s second Ivory Gull was found by a casual birder 
and reported to a local listserve. The report was pursued, and the bird was found two 
days later feeding on a sea lion carcass on a beach heavily trafficked by people. Over 
the next two days, it was enjoyed by hundreds of people and was well photographed 
and filmed by many observers. The only previous state record is of a juvenile at Doheny 
S.B., ORA, 5 Jan 1996 (1996-012, Weintraub and San Miguel 1999).

LITTLE GULL Hydrocoloeus minutus (103, 1). An adult returned to L. Perris, RIV, 
1–14 Mar 2010 (HBK, WTF†; 2010-019; photo in N. Am. Birds 64:499) for its sec-
ond year, presumed to be the same individual there 1–10 Mar 2009 (2009-056). One 
in its first fall was at the Eel R. delta, HUM, 31 Oct 2010 (CMu†, SEM†; 2010-134).

BLACK-TAILED GULL Larus crassirostris (3, 1). An adult at Alamitos Bay in 
Long Beach, LA, 8–21 Nov 2010 (RAH†; KLG, SG†, MJM†, CAM†, GMcC, TMcG†, 
SJM†, LS†, SLS†, CT†; 2010-140; Figure 5; photo in N. Am. Birds 65:163) was 
enjoyed by many. It was not seen between 11 and 19 Nov. There are just two previ-
ously accepted California records, of an adult female at the north end of San Diego 
Bay, SD, 26–28 Nov 1954 (1977-143; UMMZ #136176; Monroe 1955, Heindel 
and Patten 1996) and an adult at Half Moon Bay, SM, 29 Dec 2008 (2009-003, Pike 
and Compton 2010). This species is being found increasingly as a vagrant throughout 
North America. IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTABLISHED: Two reports of adults were 
not adequately documented: one at L. Merced, SF, 6 Apr 2010 (2010-031) lacked 
details that would have ruled out the more likely California (L. californicus) or West-
ern (L. occidentalis) gulls, and one at the Elk Cr. mouth, Crescent City, DN, 20 Oct 
2009 (2011-006) had features inconsistent with adult Black-tailed Gull, particularly 
an irregular and narrow tail band more typical of an immature California Gull. 

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL Larus fuscus (79, 12). With 15 accepted records 
involving 12 new individuals in this report, it is clear that the Lesser Black-backed Gull 
is a regular part of today’s California avifauna. The newly accepted records are of a 
second-winter bird at the Whitewater R. mouth, Salton Sea, RIV, 3 Dec 2008 (CAM†; 
MSanM; 2008-208), an adult at Salton City, IMP, 13 Oct 2009 (BSh†; 2009-203), 
a third-winter bird at the Point Mugu Naval Air Station, VEN, 3 Jan 2010 (MSanM; 
2010-004), providing a first county record, a second-winter bird at the Davis landfill/
sewage-treatment facility, YOL, 16 Jan 2010 (ToE†; 2010-005), an adult at Red Hill, 
Salton Sea, IMP, 13 Feb 2010 (GMcC; KH-L; 2010-011), an adult at Mystic L., RIV, 
24–27 Mar 2010 (CMcG†; 2010-027), a first-summer bird at 84th Street at the north 
end of the Salton Sea, RIV, 31 Jul 2010 (CAM†; CMcG†; 2010-075), a juvenile at 
Topaz L., MNO, 30 Oct 2010 (KNN; 2010-147), a third-winter bird at Mecca Beach, 
Salton Sea, RIV, 9 Nov 2010 (CMcG†; 2010-143), a second-winter bird near Obsidian 
Butte, Salton Sea, IMP, 30 Nov 2010 (GMcC; 2010-160), a third-winter bird near 
Obsidian Butte, Salton Sea, IMP, 13 Dec 2010 (GMcC; MSa†; 2010-170), and an 
adult at a chicken farm 14 km northwest of San Jacinto, RIV, 28 Dec 2010–26 Mar 
2011 (CMcG†; CAM†; 2010-188). The committee concluded that three additional 
individuals at the Salton Sea represented returning birds: an adult at Mecca Beach, 
RIV, 10–28 Feb 2010 (DW†; WTF†, CMcG†; 2010-015) was thought to be the same 
as the one there 18 Jan–15 Feb 2009 (2009-013; Pyle et al. 2011a), an adult at 
Red Hill, IMP, 23 Sep 2010–1 Jan 2011 (GMcC; SBr†, TME†, JG; 2010-109) was 
thought to be the same as the one there 8 Oct 2009–13 Feb 2010 (2009-176; Pyle 
et al. 2011a), and an adult at Obsidian Butte, IMP, 6 Oct 2010 (GMcG; 2010-117) 
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was thought to be the same bird as the one there 28 Nov 2009–15 Feb 2010 (2009-
220; Pyle et al. 2011a). IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTABLISHED: The report of one 
at the intersection of Keystone and Dogwood roads 7 km south of Brawley, IMP, 6 
Jan 2010 (2010-003) lacked details sufficient to rule out other similar species. One 
reported at Torrance Beach, LA, 27 Dec 2009 (2010-154) was possibly correctly 
identified, but the report lacked sufficient detail.

SOOTY TERN Onychoprion fuscatus (12, 0). An adult returned to Bolsa Chica, 
ORA, 4 Apr–18 Jul 2010 (BED, SSo†, BLC, JN†, CAM, GMcC, MSa†, BJS†, LP†, 
OJ; 2010-062), the same bird having been present 28 Jul–30 Aug 2009 (2009-154, 
Pyle et al. 2011a).

THICK-BILLED MURRE Uria lomvia (50, 1). An adult was photographed 7–15 
km west of Noyo Harbor, MEN, 16 May 2010 (ToE†; KAH, RHu†, RJK†, JCS†; 
2010-043; Figure 6).

LONG-BILLED MURRELET Brachyramphus perdix (28, 2). An adult was 1 km 
off the Eel R. mouth, HUM, 31 Jul 2009 (EAE†, MMo†; 2009-123), and one was 
off Houda Pt. near Westhaven, HUM, 31 Aug 2009 (SC, TK; 2009-151).

PARAKEET AUKLET Aethia psittacula (86, 0). IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTAB-
LISHED: Sixteen reported well offshore of SCZ/SM/SF/SON/MEN 30 Apr 2010 
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Figure 1. Birders on an organized pelagic trip off San Clemente I., Los Angeles Co., 
2 Oct 2010, noticed this small storm-petrel with a white rump amid a massive flock 
of Least (Oceanodroma microsoma) and Black (O. melania) storm-petrels. Although 
the bird was not seen well in the field, subsequent review of photos showed the very 
extensive white rump patch extending only slightly onto the undertail coverts and the 
shallow tail fork diagnostic of the Wedge-rumped Storm-Petrel (O. tethys).

Photos by Matt Sadowski
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(2010-072) were likely correctly identified, as the observer was experienced with the 
species, but none was documented well enough to establish an acceptable record. 
Five adults reported flying past Pt. Piedras Blancas, SLO, 8 May 2010 (2010-056) 
were not documented well enough to support such an unprecedented record of this 
species from shore.

ELF OWL Micrathene whitneyi (3**, 3). Two adults found nesting in a palm 
snag at an oasis in eastern RIV, 14 Apr–6 Aug 2010 (BES†; BED†, CAM§, TABe†, 
CMcG†, JCS†, ToE†, FO†, DAB†; 2010-050) were seen feeding at least one young 
on 19 Jun. Since the Elf Owl was first recorded in California, on 17 May 1903 on the 
Colorado River at Imperial Dam (Brown 1904), small numbers have been recorded 
breeding at scattered sites along the Colorado River and at nearby desert oases. The 
original population in California was undoubtedly very small, and surveys in 1978, 
1979, and 1987 found fewer than 20 pairs along the Colorado River and at desert 
oases combined (Cardiff 1978, 1980, Halterman et al. 1989). Some of the birds 
located in 1987 might have been on the Arizona side of the river. Subsequent surveys 
and incidental observations implied that the California population was reduced to 
only a few pairs along the Colorado River by 2002 (N. Am. Birds 51:1054, LCR 
MSCP 2004, CDFG 2005), while surveys in 2008 and 2009 failed to find any Elf 
Owls in California (Sabin 2010). In addition to breeding individuals, the Elf Owl may 
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Figure 2. Although this juvenile night-heron photographed at Malibu Lagoon, Los 
Angeles Co., on 31 Oct 2010 (2010-082) was submitted as a Yellow-crowned Night-
Heron (Nyctanassa violacea), the committee decided that it more likely represented 
a hybrid with Black-crowned Night-Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax). The extensive 
yellow-green on the lower mandible and large whitish spots on the tips of the wing 
coverts and scapulars suggest the Black-crowned, whereas other characters such 
as the long legs (not particularly noticeable in this photo), bill structure, and overall 
coloration suggest the Yellow-crowned. 

Photo by Todd McGrath
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Figure 3. Identification of juvenile stints is notoriously difficult, but this juvenile Little 
Stint (Calidris minuta) was photographed at south San Diego Bay, San Diego Co., 
31 Aug 2010 (2010-101) in direct comparison with a juvenile Western Sandpiper 
(C. mauri). The bright rufous edgings on the wing coverts, prominent white “V” 
on the mantle, and split supercilium are sufficient to eliminate the Red-necked 
Stint (C. ruficollis). Additionally, the long primary projection, numerous plumage 
differences, and the unwebbed toes (not visible here) distinguish it from the Western 
and Semipalmated (C. pusilla) sandpipers.

Photo by Matt Sadowski

Figure 4. This striking adult Ivory Gull (Pagophila eburnea) was photographed 
extensively over the course of its four-day stay, 4–7 Nov 2010 (here on the day of its 
discovery) at Pismo Beach, San Luis Obispo Co. (2010-136). 

Photo by Mike Stensvold
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Figure 5. Adult Black-tailed Gull (Larus crassirostris) at Long Beach, Los Angeles 
Co. (2010-140), 8 Nov 2010, showing the pale eye, red and black bill tip, yellow 
legs, back slightly darker than that of a California Gull (L. californicus), and namesake 
black tail band diagnostic of the species. 

Photo by Larry Sansone

also reach California in migration, as there are two records of fall migrants far from 
breeding habitat: one photographed near Calipatria, IMP, 21 Sep 1995 (Field Notes 
50:115), and one turned into a rehabilitation facility on the coastal slope at Whittier 
Hills, LA, 29 Sep 2001 (N. Am. Birds 56:107). Because of habitat degradation along 
the Colorado River and the paucity of records since 2002, the committee voted in 
2010 to add the Elf Owl to the review list and to review all reports from 2010 on. 

EASTERN WHIP-POOR-WILL Antrostomus vociferus (1, 1). As a result of the 
split of the Eastern Whip-poor-will and Mexican Whip-poor-will (A. arizonae) (Chesser 
et al. 2010), the committee now reviews all records of the Eastern. A first-fall male 
photographed in the hand at Pt. Loma, SD, 14 Nov 1970 (JTC, PD†; 2010-079; 
Craig 1971; Figure 7) represents the first record for California and one of only a 
handful of records for western North America. A combination of plumage characters 
and measurements taken at the time (primarily wing chord) helped confirm this bird as 
the Eastern Whip-poor-will. The identification of the Eastern and Mexican whip-poor-
wills is still poorly understood, and although the color and length of the rictal bristles 
may be important in distinguishing these two species (black in the Eastern and brown-
based in the Mexican), more study is needed to determine if these differences provide 
reliable identification and if they vary by age and/or sex (Craig 1971, Hubbard and 
Crossin 1974). IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTABLISHED: The committee was unwill-
ing to support the identification as the Eastern of whip-poor-wills at Coronado, SD, 
25 Dec 1971–25 Mar 1972 (2010-112) and Goleta, SBA, 2 Nov 1982 (2010-113) 
because of the lack of measurements and calls for both. Both records were endorsed 
as whip-poor-wills (sensu lato).
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Figure 7. This Eastern Whip-poor-will (Antrostomus vociferus) captured and 
measured at Pt. Loma, San Diego Co., 14 Nov 1970 (2010-079) provided the first 
record of the species for California.

Photo by Pierre Devillers

Figure 6. This alternate-plumaged Thick-billed Murre (Uria lomvia) photographed 
on 16 May 2010 off Noyo Harbor, Mendocino Co. (2010-043), wore a plumage 
rarely seen in California. The vast majority of the state’s 50 records are for the fall 
and winter, when the birds are in basic plumage, while only seven previous records 
are for April–June. Note the very black upperparts, stout bill, and pale tomial strip 
that distinguish it from the Common Murre (U. aalge).

Photo by John Sterling
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Figure 8. This female White-eyed Vireo (Vireo griseus) (2011-064) successfully 
bred and fledged four young with a male Least Bell’s Vireo (V. bellii pusillus) near 
Oceanside, San Diego Co., providing both the first breeding record of the White-eyed 
Vireo for California and the first known interbreeding of the White-eyed and Bell’s 
Vireos (Blundell and Kus 2011).

Photo by Lisa D. Allen

BROAD-BILLED HUMMINGBIRD Cynanthus latirostris (78, 2). Adult males were 
well photographed at Sunnyslope Park in Nestor, SD, 17 Dec 2010–17 Feb 2011 
(MBr†, OJ; EGK†, GMcM; 2010-175) and east Ventura, VEN, 27 Dec 2010–29 
Jan 2011 (RMcM†; 2011-038). Both were wintering in coastal southern California, 
where expected.

MAGNIFICENT HUMMINGBIRD Eugenes fulgens (2, 0). IDENTIFICATION NOT 
ESTABLISHED: A hummingbird photographed on Rice–Midland Road, just northwest 
of Blythe, RIV, 1 Mar 2010 (2010-025) was thought by most committee members 
to be an Anna’s Hummingbird (Calypte anna).

RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD Archilochus colubris (13, 2). An adult 
female was well photographed in Bolinas, MRN, 9–12 Aug 2010 (KHa†; SNGH†, 
JCS†, OJ†, AW†, RFi, JMr†; 2010-085), and a first-fall female was captured and 
banded on Southeast Farallon I., SF, 29 Aug 2010 (OJ†; MBr†, JRT†; 2010-095).

GREATER PEWEE Contopus pertinax (41, 2). Singing individuals were at upper 
Arrastre Cr. in the San Bernardino Mts., SBE, 1–2 Jun 2010 (SR†; TABe†, CAM†; 
2010-044; photo in N. Am. Birds 64:648) and at Mission Springs in the San Ber-
nardino Mts., SBE, 27 Jun–5 Jul 2010 (ET†; SR†, TEW; 2010-070). These birds were 
14 km apart in similar habitat, but the majority of committee members considered 
them likely different individuals. The summer dates and montane locations fit nicely 
with the three most recent state records, although the first 36 state records are for 
the lowlands between September and April. 
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Figure 10. First-fall Gray-cheeked Thrush (Catharus minimus) on Southeast Farallon 
I., San Francisco Co., 9 Oct 2009 (2009-189). See species account for identification 
discussion.

Photos by Ryan Terrill (A) and Matt Brady (B)

A B

Figure 9. The committee ultimately decided that this unidentified Petrochelidon 
swallow photographed at Blythe, Riverside Co., 28 Jul 2009 (2009-121) was not a 
Cave Swallow (P. fulva) but more likely represented the southwestern subspecies of the 
Cliff Swallow (P. pyrrhonota melanogaster). Characters supporting that identification 
include a dark forehead that is not contrastingly darker than the throat, a nape 
somewhat paler than the throat, and pale lores. This single photo does not show the 
rump color, however, and a portion of the head is in shade, obscuring the true color.

Photo by Roger Higson
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YELLOW-BELLIED FLYCATCHER Empidonax flaviventris (23, 1). One in its first 
fall was banded on Southeast Farallon I., SF, 8 Oct 2010 (OJ; MBr†, AP†; 2010-178).

DUSKY-CAPPED FLYCATCHER Myiarchus tuberculifer (82, 3). Single individu-
als were at the Humboldt State University Marine Lab in Trinidad, HUM, 2–4 Dec 
2010 (LET†; 2010-165), at the historic “E” Ranch on Pt. Reyes, MRN, 18–21 Dec 
2010 (MBr†, OJ S; 2010-183), at Wilder Ranch S.P. in Santa Cruz, SCZ, 18 Dec 
2010–20 Feb 2011 (SG†; MWE†, SBT†; 2010-184), and at La Mirada Cr. Park, 
La Mirada, LA, 15 Dec 2010–6 Apr 2011 (JRy†; 2011-037). The last was return-
ing for its fourth winter (2008-040, 2008-187, and 2009-222; Pyle et al. 2011a). 
IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTABLISHED: Most committee members considered the 
report of one at the Los Angeles National Cemetery, Westwood, LA, 13 Dec 2010 
(2010-174) to be likely correct, but sparse documentation led the majority of members 
to withhold support.

GREAT CRESTED FLYCATCHER Myiarchus crinitus (54, 1). One was at the San 
Francisco Zoo, SF, 28–31 Oct 2010 (HC†; LP†, SBT†; 2010-150). 

THICK-BILLED KINGBIRD Tyrannus crassirostris (19, 1). One wintered in Otay 
Valley in south Chula Vista, SD, 16 Dec 2010–16 Apr 2011 (MBr†, OJ S, GMcC, 
MSa†, TRS†, TABl†, CAM; 2010-176). Excellent photos showing the narrow and 
slightly notched outer primaries indicate that it was an adult, probably female.

BROWN SHRIKE Lanius cristatus (4, 1). One in its first winter at Clam Beach 
in McKinleyville, HUM, 21 Nov 2010–18 May 2011 (GSL; CAM†, RFo, DWN†, 
SEM†, CO, KR†, MF†, MMe†, GMcC, MMR†, LS†; 2010-158) provided the first 
record for Humboldt County. The extensive field notes and photos submitted allowed 
the committee to determine that it was in formative plumage and of the nominate 
subspecies. See Pyle et al. (2011a) for a discussion of the subspecific identification of 
the Brown Shrike in California.

WHITE-EYED VIREO Vireo griseus (69, 2). An adult female along the San Luis Rey 
R. near San Luis Rey, SD, 12 May–9 Jun 2010 (BEK; LDA†; 2011-064;  Figure 8) 
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Figure 11. First-fall female Cerulean Warbler (Setophaga cerulea) captured and 
banded at the Humboldt Bay Bird Observatory near Arcata, Humboldt Co., 3 Oct 
2010 (2010-114).

Photo by Leslie Tucci
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bred with a male Least Bell’s Vireo (V. bellii pusillus), successfully fledging four hybrid 
young—the first records of the White-eyed Vireo breeding in California and interbreed-
ing with Bell's Vireo (Blundell and Kus 2011). A singing male in its first summer was 
at Muir Beach, MRN, 13–27 Jul 2010 (MBr, KHa§, OJ, RFo; 2010-080) and likely 
oversummered locally.

BLUE-HEADED VIREO Vireo solitarius (66, 3). A singing fall migrant at Redwood 
Park in Eureka, HUM, 26 Oct 2010 (SEM†; RFo; 2010-130) was supported by excel-
lent written documentation, although its appearance varied in different photos. Two 
individuals wintered at Pt. Loma, SD, with one there 1 Mar 2009 (DWA†; 2009-059) 
and a first-winter male present 30 Dec 2010–24 Mar 2011 (DLB†, DWA†; EGK†, 
PEL, MSa, JK, CAM; 2011-001). IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTABLISHED: One 
reported at the mouth of Arroyo Grande Cr., SLO, 2 Oct 1990 (2008-191). One 
reported at South L. Merced, San Francisco, SF, 19 Sep 2010 (2010-111) was not 
photographed and viewed only briefly. This species continues to give the committee 
trouble, as apparent color and contrast may vary even in good photos of the same bird.

YELLOW-GREEN VIREO Vireo flavoviridis (100, 5). All five records involved 
fall migrants, which account for all but one of the records from California. Single 
individuals were noted at Princeton Harbor, Half Moon Bay, SM, 3 Oct 2009 (MBe; 
DMcK†; 2009-244), Pt. Loma, SD, 26 Sep 2010 (CAM; BJS†; 2010-110), Desert 
Center, RIV, 2–3 Oct 2010 (CAM; BED†, TAB†; 2010-115), Oceano, SLO, 5 Oct 
2010 (MSm†; 2010-118), and in tamarisks along Wolff Road, Oxnard, VEN, 11–19 
Oct 2010 (RMcM†; 2010-122).

CAVE SWALLOW Petrochelidon fulva (5, 0). IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTAB-
LISHED: Most committee members agreed that a bird at Blythe, RIV, 28 Jul 2009 
(2009-121; Figure 9) was not a Cave Swallow but was more likely of the southwestern 
subspecies of the Cliff Swallow, P. pyrrhonota melanogaster, which has yet to be 
fully documented in California. The single photo available was inconclusive, however, 
so the committee was unwilling to assign a name to this individual.

WINTER WREN Troglodytes hiemalis (5, 4). One wintering at Pt. Loma Nazarene 
University, SD, 3 Nov 2010–6 Mar 2011 (PEL; TBu§, GMcC, JN§, MSa†, GLR, 
DWA†, CAM, TABl†, TRS†, MBr, TJ§; 2010-135; color photo in N. Am. Birds 
65:200) was supported by numerous photos and recordings of call notes and provided 
the first record for San Diego County. See Pyle et al. (2011a) for a discussion of the 
identification of the Pacific (T. pacificus) and Winter wrens. In addition to the recent 
record, the committee endorsed three earlier records, of single individuals at Furnace 
Cr. Ranch, Death Valley, INY, 8 Nov 1987–7 Feb 1988 (JLD; GMcC, RAE, JCS§; 
2010-161), Southeast Farallon I., SF, 22–23 Oct 2002 (KNN†; RDG†§, DLH; 2010-
149), and Lundy Canyon near Lee Vining, MNO, 18 Dec 2004 (BaM; 2011-032). 
All three of these records were the first for their respective counties. The last record 
was not accompanied by photos or recordings and the plumage was not described 
beyond Pacific/Winter Wren, but the observer described the diagnostic call in great 
detail. IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTABLISHED: One reported at Goleta, SBA, 2 Jan 
2000 (2010-162) was heard by an experienced observer, but the bird was never seen. 

VEERY Catharus fuscescens (14, 2). One singing at Chester, PLU, 20–21 Jun 
2010 (DLH; MBr†, ToE†‡, FH; 2010-061; color photo in N. Am. Birds 64:666) 
represents the first record for Plumas County and the second for the Sierra Nevada. 
The committee also endorsed the identification of one near Arcata, HUM, 3 Nov 
2010 (LET; 2010-177), which, despite the lack of photos, was documented with wing 
measurements that ruled out Swainson’s Thrush (C. ustulatus) and written details that 
eliminated all other species of Catharus. IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTABLISHED: 
One reported from San Clemente I., LA, 21 Oct 2010 (2010-126) was described 
well but seen only briefly and not photographed.
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GRAY-CHEEKED THRUSH Catharus minimus (22, 1). One in its first fall at 
Southeast Farallon I., SF, 9 Oct 2009 (RST†S; MBr†, KNN, JRT†; 2009-189; Fig-
ure 10) provoked much discussion of distinguishing the Gray-cheeked Thrush from 
Bicknell’s Thrush (C. bicknelli) and from dark individuals of the Veery (C. fuscescens). 
The photos of the Farallon thrush showed spotting below more extensive and a back 
browner than would be expected in even the darkest Veeries. The warm brown upper 
surface of the tail caused some members to consider Bicknell’s Thrush, but several 
marks pointed away from that species and toward the Gray-cheeked, including the 
large size in comparison to nearby Hermit Thrushes (C. guttatus), presumably of 
the smaller subspecies guttatus or nanus, the yellowish base to the lower mandible 
(orangish in Bicknell’s Thrush), and the long primary projection. The committee 
acknowledges that some records of the Gray-cheeked do not adequately eliminate 
the very similar Bicknell’s, which is far less likely in California. 

WOOD THRUSH Hylocichla mustelina (22, 1). A singing bird photographed 
and videotaped at Cottonwood Cr., Tejon Ranch, KER, 22 Jun–2 Jul 2010 (EP, 
DK†‡, 2010-068) was found by a team of biologists surveying for Purple Martins 
(Progne subis).

CURVE-BILLED THRASHER Toxostoma curvirostre (27, 3). Single individuals 
were at El Centro, IMP, 3 Jan–21 Mar 2010 (KZK†; GMcM, TMcG†; 2010-001; 
photo in N. Am. Birds 64:322), the Wister Unit of the Imperial Wildlife Area near 
Niland, IMP, 9 Nov 2010–14 Feb 2011 (PWW†; CAM†, LMD†, GMcC, DVP†, JMr, 
LP†, MSa†, MBr†; 2010-144), and Central Park in Huntington Beach, ORA, 14 Nov 
2010–21 Feb 2011 (BED†; DAB†, DCa†, CAM, JMr, DSS†; 2010-145). The last 
was on the coastal slope and the first recorded in Orange County. Additionally, the 
committee inferred that one along the Colorado R. at Black Meadow Landing, SBE, 
mid Oct 2010–3 Feb 2011 (SR†, LH†, DVP†; 2011-003) was the same as one of 
two at the same location 1 Nov 2009–28 Feb 2010 (2009-205; Pyle et al. 2011a). 
All were of the westernmost subspecies T. c. palmeri.

SMITH’S LONGSPUR Calcarius pictus (8, 1). A well-photographed female in its 
first fall at Southeast Farallon I., SF, 6–8 Nov 2010 (NS†; JRT†; 2010-142) provided 
a long-awaited first record for this well-birded location and the first record for San 
Francisco County.

WORM-EATING WARBLER Helmitheros vermivorum (119, 2). Spring migrants 
were at Salton Sea S.P., RIV, 24 Apr 2010 (DLB†; 2010-034) and Butterbredt 
Springs, KER, 9–10 Jun 2010 (AH; VH; 2010-049). 

GOLDEN-WINGED WARBLER Vermivora chrysoptera (73, 1). A male in its 
first fall at Diaz L. near Lone Pine, INY, 23–24 Oct 2010 (KH-L, JH†; SLS, BED†, 
CAM†; 2010-127) showed no apparent signs of hybridization with the Blue-winged 
Warbler (V. cyanoptera). 

BLUE-WINGED WARBLER Vermivora cyanoptera (45, 0). IDENTIFICATION 
NOT ESTABLISHED: Written details for a bird in southeastern HUM, 17 Aug 2010 
(2010-137) were scant and inconsistent with the identification as a Blue-winged 
Warbler. 

CONNECTICUT WARBLER Oporornis agilis (112, 1). One at Southeast Farallon 
I., SF, 14 Sep 2010 (MBr†; OJ†, JRT†; 2010-128) was at an location and time of 
year with ample precedent.

MOURNING WARBLER Geothlypis philadelphia (140, 1). One in its first fall was 
banded on Southeast Farallon I., SF, 12 Sep 2010 (OJ†; 2010-103). Given that the 
Mourning and McGillivray’s (G. tolmiei) warblers hybridize in a narrow contact zone 
in northeastern British Columbia (Irwin et al. 2009) and Alberta (Cox 1973, Hall 
1979), care should be taken to distinguish the Mourning Warbler from hybrids. The 

REPORT OF THE CALIFORNIA BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE: 2010 RECORDS



183

REPORT OF THE CALIFORNIA BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE: 2010 RECORDS

Farallon bird showed thin yellow eye arcs, a yellow throat, long undertail coverts, and 
measurements that fell within the range of Mourning Warbler. The range of variation 
of hybrids is still poorly known, however, especially in females and immatures. See 
Pyle and Henderson (1990) and Dunn and Garrett (1997) for additional information 
on the identification of the Mourning Warbler.

CERULEAN WARBLER Setophaga cerulea (18, 1). A female in its first fall banded 
at the Humboldt Bay Bird Observatory near Arcata, HUM, 3 Oct 2010 (LET; RFo†, 
KHol†, VJ†; 2010-114; Figure 11) provided the second record for Humboldt County. 
This represents only the third California record since 1997, underscoring this spe-
cies’ significant decline across its range (Robbins et al. 1992). IDENTIFICATION 
NOT ESTABLISHED: One reported from Rubidoux, RIV, 21 Aug 2010 (2010-089) 
was seen briefly, described incompletely, and in atypical habitat. Although Cerulean 
Warblers start migrating in the East by early August, this date is almost two weeks 
earlier than the earliest fall migrant recorded in California.

PINE WARBLER Setophaga pinus (101, 8). Wintering birds included one at the 
Santa Barbara Municipal Golf Course in Santa Barbara, SBA, 2 Feb 2009 (MAH; 
2009-047), a first-winter female at Allan Hancock College in Santa Maria, SBA, 25 
Nov–31 Dec 2010 (JMC†; ARA†; 2010-180), a first-winter male at Hansen Dam, 
LA, 27 Nov 2010–11 Apr 2011 (KLG†; TABe†, LP†; 2010-159), one at Bard, IMP, 
7 Dec 2010 (GH; 2010-173), a first-winter female at Allen School in Bonita, SD, 
11 Dec 2010–23 Jan 2011 (PEL; EGK†, GMcC, MSa†, MBr†; 2010-167), a first-
winter male at Evergreen Cemetery in El Centro, IMP, 12 Dec 2010–16 Jan 2011 
(MSa†; CAM†, GMcC, KZK†; 2010-172; photo in N. Am. Birds 65:340), a male at 
Heartwell Park in Long Beach, LA, 18 Dec 2010–6 Jan 2011 (RAH†; 2011-040), 
and a male at the Palos Verdes Country Club, Palos Verdes Estates, LA, 26 Dec 2010 
(JEP†; 2011-025). The two records for Imperial County were inland, where unusual. 

*YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER Setophaga dominica (132, 4). The four 
individuals found in 2010 include a singing first-summer male at Mt. Davidson, SF, 
7–10 Jun 2010 (DMo; MWE†, RFi, LS†, AW; 2010-047), one at Butterbredt Springs, 
KER, 9 Jun 2010 (AH; MSanM†, SLS; 2010-048), one at Los Osos, SLO, 30 Sep 
2010 (MSl†; 2010-125), and one in its first winter at Lindo L. in Lakeside, SD, 27 
Nov–17 Dec 2010 (JF; EGK†, GMcC, CAM†, MMT†, MBr†, LP†; 2010-156). The 
committee reviews records of the Yellow-throated Warbler through 2011.

GRACE’S WARBLER Setophaga graciae (59, 0). Two individuals returned for 
multiple winters: one at the Bella Vista Open Space in Goleta, SBA, 26 Sep 2010–4 
Apr 2011 (DMC†, RMi†, AAb, DTh†; 2010-179) returned for its third consecutive 
winter (2009-046 and 2009-217, Pyle et al. 2011a), and another at Black Hill in 
Morro Bay S.P., SLO, 21 Feb 2010 (TME; 2010-021) presumably wintered locally 
and was considered by the committee to be the same as the one at that location 
14 Dec 2007–15 Feb 2008 though not recorded during the intervening winter of 
2008–2009 (2008-006, Singer and Terrill 2009).

*CANADA WARBLER Cardellina canadensis (20, 1). A fall migrant in the Tijuana 
R. valley, SD, 24–25 Oct 1974 (JLD, GMcC; 2010-107) was published (Am. Birds 
29:124), but documentation had not been submitted to the CBRC until recently. The 
committee reviews records of the Canada Warbler through 1978.

CASSIN’S SPARROW Peucaea cassinii (51, 1). A fall migrant at Orick, HUM, 
13–14 Oct 2010 (KI; TK†, SEM†; 2010-123) provided the second record for Hum-
boldt County.

FIELD SPARROW Spizella pusilla (8, 0). IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTABLISHED: 
A report of one at Glen Helen Regional Park in Devore, SBE, 27 Oct 2009 (2009-
206) received little support because aspects of the description better fit the eastern 
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subspecies of the Field Sparrow, S. p. pusilla, rather than the more expected western 
subspecies, S. p. arenacea, including uniform pale gray underparts and a bright, 
unstreaked rufous cap. The bird was not photographed and was not found again 
despite extensive searching later that day. 

LE CONTE’S SPARROW Ammodramus leconteii (34, 1). A wintering bird was at 
the Imperial Irrigation District’s managed marsh near Niland, IMP, 14 Dec 2010–13 
Mar 2011 (OJ, PEL, CAM†, GMcC, MSa†, KAR†, EGK†; 2010-171).

PYRRHULOXIA Cardinalis sinuata (25, 2). A male at Furnace Cr. Ranch in Death 
Valley N.P., INY, 27 Sep 2009 (KHop; 2009-245) and a female 7 km southwest of 
Brawley, IMP, 9 Aug–5 Sep 2010 (GMcC; AAy†, MSa†; 2010-084) provided the first 
fall records for California. The male (2009-245) was the first Pyrrhuloxia recorded 
for Inyo County. All previous California records of the Pyrrhuloxia are for the spring, 
summer, and winter months.

RUSTY BLACKBIRD Euphagus carolinus (18**, 2). One at Guadalupe, SBA, 
7–13 Nov 2010 (WTF†; MBr†, OJ†; 2010-182) and a female at Legg L. just south-
west of South El Monte, LA, 11 Dec 2010 (JF†; 2010-168) were likely late fall 
migrants. IDENTIFICATION NOT ESTABLISHED: An adult male blackbird in alter-
nate plumage photographed on Nelson Ave. about 8–10 km west of Oroville, BUT, 
28 Aug 2010 (2010-094) received no committee support. Concerns were raised 
regarding the exceedingly early date, which is a month too early for a migrant even 
in the Northeast or upper Midwest, the atypical grassland habitat, and the apparent 
gloss to the head, all of which suggested Brewer’s Blackbird (E. cyanocephalus). 
The committee reviews reports of the Rusty Blackbird between 1972 and 1974 and 
from 2006 onward.

COMMON GRACKLE Quiscalus quiscula (84, 4). Single individuals at Newberry 
Springs, SBE, 14–16 Feb 2010 (TABe†; 2010-012) and El Dorado Park in Long 
Beach, LA, 1 Mar 2010 (JWt†; 2010-032) were likely wintering locally. A fall migrant 
was at San Pedro, LA, 27 Oct 2010 (DE†; 2010-131), and a clearly wintering bird 
was at Willowbrook, LA, 9 Dec 2010–15 Mar 2011 (RB†; LP†, KLG†; 2010-169). 

BLACK ROSY-FINCH Leucosticte atrata (15, 1). A male at Aspendell, INY, 7 
Mar 2010 (SLS; JLD†, NO†, BSt†; 2010-022; photo in N. Am. Birds 64:500) was 
not seen subsequently, despite substantial effort. This location has accounted for one 
third of California’s records of the Black Rosy-Finch.

ADDENDUM

At its 2012 annual meeting, the CBRC voted to increase the number of 
Yellow-crowned Night-Herons (record 2009-085) at Famosa Slough and 
the adjoining San Diego R. channel, SD, 10 May–30 Jul 2009 from 1 to 
2—a yellow-legged and a red-legged adult—after the committee reviewed 
the photographs submitted by Jim Pea as part of the record.

Because no documentation is known for Winter Wrens in the Tijuana 
R. valley, SD, 3–15 Dec 1990 (N. Am. Birds 45:322) and near Niland, 
IMP, 5–22 Dec 1998 (N. Am. Birds 53:210)—both prior to the split of 
the Winter and Pacific wrens—the committee voted to treat both reports 
as “not submitted.”
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MISCELLANEOUS

Force et al. (2006) reported that “up to 12 northbound Manx Shearwaters 
have been seen in spring during a shore-based Gray Whale (Eschrichtius 
robustus) population survey off the southern Big Sur coast.” The CBRC 
has received documentation for only five individuals, with three in May 
2001 being the most in any spring. The CBRC reviews records of the Manx 
Shearwater through 2007. 

Sightings for 2009 published in North American Birds for which the 
CBRC has received no documentation are of Hawaiian Petrels on Monterey 
Bay 2 and 12 Aug (N. Am. Birds 64:148) and 200 km southwest of the 
Farallon Is. 2 Aug (N. Am. Birds 64:148), American Golden-Plovers at the 
O’Neill Forebay, MER, 26–27 Sep (N. Am. Birds 64:148), Pt. Reyes, MRN, 
1 Oct (N. Am. Birds 64:148), L. Earl, DN, 6–12 Oct (N. Am. Birds 64:148), 
Shasta Valley Wildlife Area, SIS, 19 Oct (N. Am. Birds 64:148), and the 
Salinas R. mouth, MTY, 2 Oct (N. Am. Birds 64:148), three Bar-tailed 
Godwits in HUM 23 Aug–24 Sep (N. Am. Birds 64:149), a White-eyed 
Vireo at the Big Sur R. mouth, MTY, 16 Sep (N. Am. Birds 64:150), and 
a Yellow-green Vireo in Pacific Grove, MTY, 9 Oct (N. Am. Birds 64:150). 

Sightings for 2010 published in North American Birds for which the 
CBRC has received no documentation include three Trumpeter Swan west 
of Loma Rica, YUB, 23 Jan (N. Am. Birds 64:316), one at Shingleton, 
SHA, 11 Feb (N. Am. Birds 64:316), three near Nelson, BUT, 24 Nov (N. 
Am. Birds 65:156), and eight near Richvale, BUT, 11 Dec (N. Am. Birds 
65:335), a Gyrfalcon at Red Bluff, TEH, 4 Mar (N. Am. Birds 64:494), a 
Lesser Black-backed Gull at the Davis waste-treatment plant, YOL, 9 Nov 
(N. Am. Birds 65:158), a Ruby-throated Hummingbird in Bolinas, MRN, 24 
Aug (N. Am. Birds 65:159), and a Yellow-green Vireo on Pt. Reyes, MRN, 
19 Sep (N. Am. Birds 65:159). We welcome submission of documentation 
for these birds. Until the committee has reviewed and accepted them, we 
recommend the records not be considered valid.
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NoTES

SNoWY PLoVER BURiED ALiVE  
BY WiND-BLoWN SAND
J. DANIEL FARRAR, ADAM A. KOTAICH, DAVID J. LAUTEN, KATHLEEN A. 
CASTELEIN, and ELEANOR P. GAINES, Oregon Biodiversity Information Center, 
Institute for Natural Resources, Portland State University, P. O. Box 751, Portland, 
Oregon 97204; deweysage@frontier.com

On 12 June 2010 Farrar and Kotaich visited a Snowy Plover (Charadrius nivosus) 
nest at the mouth of Tahkenitch Creek, Douglas County, Oregon. On their arrival 
at 09:52, they found a female plover with a single chick near the nest site. The 
uniquely color-banded male was discovered moments later when Kotaich found him 
on the nest, buried in sand up to his neck (Figure 1). Only his head protruded, with 
the bill pointing upward. He faced north in the direction of the prevailing winds, the 
typical incubation posture during windy periods. The weather during the previous 
several days had included gale-force winds (www.wunderground.com/history/airport/
KOTH/2010/6/12/WeeklyHistory.html) strong enough to cause exposed nests to 
be buried by wind-blown sand. 

Farrar and Kotaich dug out the limp, unresponsive male. His skin was cool to the 
touch and his legs were fully extended as if he had stood as tall as possible to keep his 
head above the accumulating sand. Two cold eggs, between his feet, showed no signs 
of imminent hatching; they were not pipped and no calls from the chicks within were 

Figure 1. Buried adult male Snowy Plover, Tahkenitch Creek, Douglas Co., Oregon, 
12 June 2010.

Photo by Adam A. Kotiach

Western Birds 43:189–191, 2012
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audible. Farrar warmed the male in his hands and sheltered him from the wind inside 
his coat. After 20 min of warming the plover began to recover. He opened his eyes 
and rolled over in the hand to be on his belly rather than on his back. He accepted 
drops of fresh water (Figure 2) by tilting his head back to ingest the droplets from 
the observers’ hands. At 10:30, he made his first attempt to escape. We then placed 
him on warm sand where he began to sun himself by extending his wings (Figure 3). 
We gave him additional warm breaths but he soon avoided further handling. By then 
he was able to stand but still remained in the immediate area. At 10:45 he moved 5 
m, stumbling during his first steps. After another 15 min he appeared alert and the 
observers left. He was alive and apparently healthy at the site on 15 June. He acted as 
though he might still have a brood, though we subsequently determined that no chick 
from his nest fledged. Eventually, he courted another female on the same territory, but 
no nest of this pair was found. The male survived the winter and returned in 2011.

Incidents of Snowy Plovers buried by blowing sand while incubating have not been 
previously described (see Page et al. 2009) and are probably rare in most of the species’ 
breeding range. However, we found other adult Snowy Plovers buried in sand on two 
other occasions. On 20 June 1998, at Floras Lake, Curry County, after several days 
of strong northwest winds, we found a dead female buried under sand while attending 
her nest placed under a log. It appeared that sand accumulating around the log had 
collapsed on her. On 4 August 2007, at New River, Coos County, we also found a 
dead, buried female that had also been incubating a nest under a log. Apparently wind 
blew sand from under the log, causing the log to collapse on top of her. 

The incident concerning the male differed from those of the females in that there 
were no objects near his nest on a relatively open, flat, sandy area. We are uncertain 
if the male permitted sand to accumulate slowly until he was buried or whether a 
buildup of sand suddenly engulfed him. 

Figure 2. Adult male Snowy Plover accepting water from a finger, Tahkenitch Creek, 
Douglas Co., Oregon, 12 June 2010.

Photo by Adam A. Kotiach

NOTES
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We thank Gary W. Page and an anonymous reviewer for reading and editing this 
article.
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Figure 3. Adult male Snowy Plover warming itself after found buried, Tahkenitch 
Creek, Douglas Co., Oregon, 12 June 2010.
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iN MEMoRiAM

CLiFFoRD R. LYoNS, 1942–2012

In the late 1960s a group of San Diego 
 field ornithologists gathered regularly to 

discuss matters of interest in the formation 
of a new society dedicated to birds and 
bird issues in California. California Birds 
later morphed into Western Birds, which 
now is a widely respected journal circu-
lated world-wide, and the California Field 
Ornithologists became the Western Field 
Ornithologists. Cliff Lyons was a founding 
member of the California Field Ornitholo-
gists. During that time it became apparent 
to Cliff and his contemporaries that the face 
of field ornithology in California was rapidly 
changing and records of rare birds were 
proliferating at an astounding rate. The 
need for a formal review of such records 
was clearly apparent. North America’s first committee reviewing records of rare birds 
was formed by active field ornithologists throughout California in 1970. Cliff was 
a member of that committee until 1977 and a co-author of the California state list 
published in the very first issue of California Birds (G. McCaskie, P. Devillers, A. M. 
Craig, C. R. Lyons, V. P. Coughran, and J. T. Craig, 1970, A checklist of the birds 
of California, Calif. Birds 1:4–28).

Cliff passed away on 27 January 2012 in Post Mills, Vermont, at age 69 from a 
series of illnesses that plagued him late in his life. His vision along with that of his 
contemporaries helped field ornithology reach a plateau that was years ahead of its 
time and has since had a major influence on the formation of similar groups across 
the country.

I first met Cliff when I was an undergraduate student at San Diego State Univer-
sity in 1971 and we spent a good deal of time in the field together. Cliff and I were 
members of a team that included Guy McCaskie and Scott Terrill that recorded 227 
species of birds in a single day from the Salton Sea to San Diego in April 1972. Cliff 
was very active and dedicated during those years in San Diego. 

In the 1980s I had more contact with Cliff when he assisted me regularly with 
graduate field work in the central Sierra Nevada at Ackerson Meadows. At the time 
Cliff was residing in Mariposa, a short drive to my study area. He often spent the 
night at my cabin and we talked about a vast range of subjects often to late in the 
night. Those conversations had a definite influence on my thinking.

Cliff was a trained chemist who worked in private industry for many years, and he 
had a keen, incisive mind that could approach a problem from a perspective few of 
his contemporaries could match. His insight formed the basis of a lasting legacy that 
will not be forgotten by those who knew him.

Cliff moved to Vermont in 1990, and I rarely saw him after that, but we talked on 
the telephone regularly. His suffered a series of health problems that proved difficult 
in his later years and ultimately took his life.

I am proud to have called him a friend, and his lack of publications is not the 
measure of his influence on those who knew him. He took life as it came and did not 
complain that it did not always seem fair. He was an excellent field companion and 
will be sorely missed by those who knew and cared about him.

Jon Winter

Western Birds 43:192, 2012
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FEATURED PHoTo

MULTiPLE CoLoR ABNoRMALiTiES  
iN A WiNTERiNG MEW GULL
JEFF N. DAVIS, Colibri Ecological Consulting, 11238 N. Via Trevisio Way, Fresno, 
California 93730; jdavis@colibri-ecology.com

LEN BLUMIN, 382 Throckmorton Ave., Mill Valley, California 94941

Reports of aberrant plumages and bare-part colors appear now and then on 
electronic mailing lists and in journals, including this one (Garrett 2001). Typically 
they pertain to birds with single color aberrations (Collins 2003). Such birds gener-
ally are abnormally pale or entirely white, have white spotting, or less frequently are 
unusually dark (Howell et al. 1992). Occasionally they are yellow where they should 
be red or have orange instead of yellow bills, legs, or feet (Bell 2010). Exceptionally, 
birds display two color abnormalities (Sage 1962). An example was a blackish brown 
Mew Gull (Larus canus) with white patches scattered over the body and wings (Winter 
1985). Here we present photographic documentation of a Mew Gull affected by four 
color abnormalities, apparently more than have been reported in any bird species.  

On 3 February 2002, Ron Storey photographed an oddly plumaged presumed adult 
Mew Gull at Las Gallinas wastewater-treatment ponds in Terra Linda, Marin County, 
California. The bird has been detected at the same location each winter since then, 
most recently in January 2012. In subsequent years the plumage did not change, 
indicating that the bird was an adult when first found in 2002. Compared with a nor-
mal Mew Gull in definitive basic plumage, this bird had (1) pure white wings, lacking 
the normal black wingtips and gray upper surface; (2) pale gray rather than medium 
gray scapulars, of a shade similar to that of a Ring-billed Gull (Larus delawarensis); 
(3) a white rather than smudgy gray-brown forehead and forecrown; (4) dusky mark-
ings on the back of the head darker than normal; (5) a broken black band across the 
middle of the tail instead of an all-white tail; and (6) a bright orange rather than dull 
greenish yellow bill, legs, and feet (see this issue’s back cover, both inside and outside).

Under conventional terminology, this bird might be dismissed as simply leucistic, 
albinistic, or partially albinistic. Such unfocused terms, however, obscure the details 
and means by which the effects have been produced. More precisely, this gull ap-
pears to be affected by four previously defined conditions (Davis 2007): amelanism, 
hypermelanism, hypomelanism, and carotenism. The white wings, forehead, and 
forecrown result from the abnormal absence of melanin in those areas (partial 
amelanism). In contrast, an abnormally high concentration of melanin accounts for 
the partial dark hood and broken black band on the tail (partial hypermelanism). The 
scapulars owe their ashen hue to an abnormal reduction in melanin concentration 
(partial hypomelanism), while the orange rather than yellow bare parts may be caused 
by an abnormal increase in carotenoid concentration or a change in type of carotenoid 
pigment (carotenism). Alternatively, the apparent change in carotenoid pigmentation 
could have resulted from a lack of melanin in the bird’s bare parts. 

In reviews of aberrant coloration in North American birds, Gross (1965a) cited 33 
cases of albinism among the Laridae involving 10 species, which he did not list, and 
(1965b) two cases of melanism, one in the Herring Gull (Larus argentatus), another in 
the Laughing Gull (Leucophaeus atricilla). Gross’s review of albinism addressed birds 
affected by amelanism and hypomelanism. There have been no subsequent reviews of 
such cases, but searching online images with the terms “albino gull” and “leucistic gull” 
revealed numerous occurrences involving at least a dozen species of North American 
gulls, including the Black-legged Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) and the Bonaparte’s 
(Chroicocephalus philadelphia), Franklin’s (Leucophaeus pipixcan), Heermann’s 
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(Larus heermanni), Mew, Ring-billed, Western (Larus occidentalis), California (Larus 
californicus), Herring, Lesser Black-backed (Larus fuscus), Glaucous-winged (Larus 
glaucescens), and Great Black-backed (Larus marinus) gulls. Searching for “melanistic 
gull” produced substantially fewer cases involving three North American species, the 
Laughing, Ring-billed, and Lesser Black-backed. A published case of apparent hyper-
melanism involved a California Gull (King 1999). Gulls also are known to be subject 
to carotenism, with orangish yellow instead of greenish yellow legs in the California 
Gull (Wilson 2003), orange instead of pink legs in the Glaucous-winged Gull (Vermeer 
et al. 1963) and Western Gull (Davis 2007), and pink flushes through normally white 
body feathers of the Ring-billed Gull (Hardy 2003, McGraw and Hardy 2006). There 
are very few published reports of birds with more than one aberrant color condition 
(see discussion in Winter 1985, for example), and we know of no case of a wild bird 
with more than two color aberrations. 

Genetic mutations as well as environmental factors such as diet, injury, and stress 
influence the expression of pigments in birds (Sage 1962). In this case, the Mew 
Gull’s color abnormalities, which remained consistent from winter to winter over 10 
years, are presumably due to permanent genetic rather than temporary environmental 
factors. Plumage-color aberrations due to environmental factors are likely to change 
with each molt as a function of exposure to different foods or recovery from injury 
or stress. Bare-part colors probably would change on a shorter time scale. However, 
the potential genetic and physiological mechanisms responsible for all of this Mew 
Gull’s color abnormalities are unknown. Pigmentation is a complex biological process 
controlled by the products of numerous genes on multiple loci. Furthermore, the meta-
bolic pathways for the expression of melanins and carotenoids are independent (Hill 
and McGraw 2006). Nevertheless, parsimony favors a single cause of the observed 
aberrations rather than independent mutations in several different genes. A single 
mutation in a regulatory gene controlling the expression or activity of pigmentation 
genes lying downstream could be responsible for the unusual color of this Mew Gull. 
Although such mutations often also influence traits other than pigmentation (Mundy 
2005), this bird showed no evidence of other abnormalities.  

Birds with color abnormalities, particularly with amelanism, are generally thought 
to have lower survivorship than their normally colored counterparts (Ellegren et al. 
1997). Yet this bird was at least 12 years old when last observed. Although probably 
well shy of the North American longevity record of nearly 21 years (Lutmerding 
and Love 2011), it had reached or exceeded the maximum age of normally colored 
birds of 12 years for males and 8 years for females recorded by Craik (1997 cited in 
Moskoff and Bevier 2011) in Scotland.

We thank Jocelyn Hudon and Alvaro Jaramillo for comments on a draft of this note.
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CUBA WiTH JoN DUNN: 18–30 MARCH 2013
Western Field Ornithologists is collaborating with the Caribbean Conservation 

Trust, Inc., on this U.S. government-approved trip, which will visit rarely explored 
parts of Cuba, the Caribbean’s largest and most ecologically diverse island nation. 
This is the fourth program on which WFO has collaborated with the Caribbean 
Conservation Trust since 2006. 

To register, go to the “WFO Tours” page at www.westernfieldornithologists.org/
tours.php, download and review the “Trip Details” document, click the “Register Now” 
button, and reserve your spot. You will need to choose whether you want single or 
shared accommodations and mail a deposit check for $1000 to the address specified  
on the registration site.

Along with WFO leader Jon Dunn, our team will include a bilingual Cuban tour 
leader and local naturalists.



WESTERN BiRDS
Quarterly Journal of Western Field Ornithologists

President: W. David Shuford, P. O. Box 72, Inverness, CA 94937;  
dshuford@prbo.org

Vice-President: Edward R. Pandolfino, 5530 Delrose Court, Carmichael, CA 95608; 
ERPfromCA@aol.com

Past-President: Catherine Waters, 12079 Samoline Ave., Downey, CA 90242;  
cpannellwaters@yahoo.com

Treasurer/Membership Secretary: Robbie Fischer, 1359 Solano Dr., Pacifica, CA 
94044; robbie22@pacbell.net

Recording Secretary: Liga Auzins, 718 W. Foothill Blvd., Apt. 2, Monrovia, CA 
91016; llauzins@yahoo.com

Directors: Kenneth P. Able, Carol Beardmore, Jon L. Dunn, Kimball L. Garrett,  
Daniel D. Gibson, Robert E. Gill, Osvel Hinojosa-Huerta, Kurt Leuschner, 
Frances Oliver, David E. Quady, Brian L. Sullivan, Debbie Van Dooremolen

Editor: Philip Unitt, San Diego Natural History Museum, P. O. Box 121390, San 
Diego, CA 92112-1390; birds@sdnhm.org

Assistant Editor: Kathy Molina, Section of Ornithology, Natural History Museum of 
Los Angeles County, 900 Exposition Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90007;  
kmolina@nhm.org

Associate Editors: Kenneth P. Able, Doug Faulkner, Thomas Gardali, Daniel D. Gibson, 
Robert E. Gill, Paul E. Lehman, Ronald R. LeValley, Kathy Molina, Dan Reinking

Graphics Manager: Virginia P. Johnson, 4637 Del Mar Ave., San Diego, CA 92107; 
gingerj5@juno.com

Photo Editor: Peter LaTourrette, 1019 Loma Prieta Ct., Los Altos, CA 94024; 
petelat1@stanford.edu

Featured Photo: John Sterling, 26 Palm Ave., Woodland, CA 95695;  
jsterling@wavecable.com

WFO Website: Joseph Morlan, 1359 Solano Dr., Pacifica, CA 94044;  
jmorlan@gmail.com

Book Reviews: Lauren Harter, 2841 McCulloch Blvd N. #1, Lake Havasu City, AZ 
86403; lbharter@gmail.com.

Membership dues, for individuals and institutions, including subscription to Western Birds: Patron, 
$1000.00; Life, $600 (payable in four equal annual installments); Supporting, $75 annually; 
Contributing, $50 annually; Family $40; Regular U.S. $35 for one year, $60 for two years, $85 
for three years. Dues and contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Send membership dues, changes of address, correspondence regarding missing issues, and or-
ders for back issues and special publications to the Treasurer. Make checks payable to Western 
Field Ornithologists.

BACK ISSUES OF WESTERN BIRDS WITHIN U.S. $40 PER VOLUME, $10 FOR SINGLE 
ISSUES, INCLUDING SHIPPING AND HANDLING. OUTSIDE THE U.S. $55 PER VOLUME, 
$15 FOR SINGLE ISSUES, INCLUDING SHIPPING AND HANDLING.

The California Bird Records Committee of Western Field Ornithologists revised its 10-column 
Field List of California Birds in July 2009. The list covers 641 species, plus 6 species on the 
supplemental list. Please send orders to WFO, c/o Robbie Fischer, Treasurer, 1359 Solano 
Drive, Pacifica, CA 94044. Price for 9 or fewer, $2.75 each, for 10 or more, $2.50 each, 
which includes tax and shipping. Order online at http://checklist.westernfieldornithologists.org.

Published 30 September 2012 ISSN 0045-3897

World Wide Web site: 
www.westernfieldornithologists.org






